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Intent 

At City of Rochester School, our intent is to deliver an inclusive, engaging, and ambitious Animal Care curriculum that 
prepares pupils for further education, employment, or training within the animal care and land-based industries. The 
BTEC Level 2 Award in Animal Care provides pupils with a strong foundation in understanding animal health, welfare, 
handling, and behaviour, while developing transferable skills such as teamwork, communication, and responsibility.  
 
We aim to: 
• Instil a respect and compassion for all animals, fostering empathy, responsibility, and ethical awareness. 
• Equip pupils with the knowledge, skills, and understanding to recognise signs of good and ill health, prevent 

disease, and ensure animal welfare. 
• Provide real-world, hands-on experiences that bring learning to life and embed professional standards. 
• Build pupils’ confidence, resilience, and independence, preparing them for next steps in education or future 

employment. 
• Promote inclusivity and accessibility, ensuring that all learners, including those with SEND, can achieve and 

demonstrate success through personalised support and structured guidance. 
 

The curriculum is designed to connect classroom theory with practical application through our strong partnerships 
with Creepy Claws and Larkin Farm, allowing pupils to develop their vocational understanding within real animal care 
settings. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation  

The Animal Care curriculum is carefully structured to meet the learning aims of each BTEC unit while providing 
meaningful, experiential learning opportunities throughout the year. Pupils study a range of animals — including 
goats, chickens, bearded dragons, dogs, cats, and rabbits — and develop key competencies through observation, 
handling, health checks, and welfare maintenance. 
 
Curriculum Structure: 
• Unit 1 – Animal Health: Pupils learn to identify signs of good and ill health, recognise common diseases and 

parasites, and understand methods of prevention and treatment. 
• Unit 2 – Animal Handling: Pupils are taught to handle and restrain animals safely and appropriately, following 

animal welfare legislation and health and safety protocols. 
• Unit 4 – Animal Housing and Accommodation: Pupils develop understanding of selecting, preparing, and 

maintaining suitable animal housing, while considering hygiene, safety, and enrichment. 
• Unit 5 – Principles of Animal Behaviour: Pupils learn to recognise normal and abnormal behaviour, understand 

the importance of enrichment, and record behavioural observations accurately. 
 

Teaching and Learning Approach: 
• Lessons combine theory-based study with practical, hands-on sessions at both Creepy Claws and Larkin Farm. 
• Each term includes weekly health checks, feeding, watering, and enclosure maintenance, promoting 

consistency and skill mastery. 
• Pupils complete structured practical evidence logs, observation sheets, and assessments, ensuring coverage 

of all Pearson BTEC criteria. 
• Regular formative assessment supports pupils to refine techniques and deepen understanding, while mock 

assessments prepare them for external moderation. 
• Staff receive specialist training in animal handling and SEND support strategies, ensuring teaching is 

responsive, inclusive, and aligned to the needs of all learners. 
• The curriculum is supported by risk assessments, health and safety protocols, and appropriate PPE, reinforcing 

professional practice and safeguarding. 
• Real-world learning is further enhanced through guest speakers, off-site visits, and collaborative projects, 

connecting students with local animal care environments and employers. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact 

The impact of the Animal Care curriculum is reflected in the skills, knowledge, and personal development pupils 
demonstrate throughout and beyond the course. Pupils leave the programme with: 
 
• A solid understanding of animal welfare principles, health monitoring, and safe handling techniques. 
• The ability to apply theory to practice, using professional judgement in animal care settings. 
• Increased confidence, independence, and employability skills, ready to progress to higher-level BTEC courses, 

apprenticeships, or vocational pathways. 
• Enhanced communication, organisation, and teamwork, developed through collaborative and hands-on 

experiences. 
•  
For pupils with SEND, impact is measured through both academic outcomes and engagement-based progress, 
using observation, teacher assessment, and reflection to capture achievements in confidence, communication, 
and responsibility. 
 
Assessment is ongoing and purposeful: 
• Pupils are assessed through practical performance, written assignments, and external Pearson moderation. 
• Staff use evidence logs, reflective journals, and photographic documentation to track progress. 
• Regular reviews and feedback ensure pupils understand their learning journey and next steps. 

 
Monitoring shows that pupils: 
• Are enthusiastic and motivated learners who take pride in their work. 
• Demonstrate care and empathy for animals and respect for living environments. 
• Develop transferable life skills that extend beyond the classroom and into the community.  

 
Ultimately, the Animal Care curriculum empowers pupils to thrive as capable, compassionate, and confident young 
adults, equipped with both the practical and interpersonal skills required for life, learning, and future employment 
in the animal care sector. 
 



Qualification Number 601/4530/4 

Animals that need to be studied – goats, chickens, bearded dragons, dogs, cats and rabbits 

Term 1 - 5: Unit 1 Animal Health  

Learning aims:  

A understand the essential signs of good and ill health in animals  

B understand common diseases, their causes, transmission and treatment  

C understand the signs, symptoms, prevention and treatment of common parasites. 

 

Creepy Claws  Larkin Farm Theory Based Work 
TERM 1 
Week 1 
Weekly health checks on rabbits 
Weighing of rabbits 
Feeding and watering of rabbits 
Mucking out rabbits 
Jobs 
 
Week 2 
Weekly health checks on goats 
Weighing of goats 
Feeding and watering of goats 
Mucking out goats 
Jobs  
 
Week 3 
Weekly health checks on 
chickens 
Weighing of chickens 
Feeding and watering of 
chickens 
Mucking out chickens 
Jobs 
 
Week 4 
Weekly health checks on 
bearded dragons 
Weighing of bearded dragons 
Feeding and watering of bearded 
dragons 
Mucking out bearded dragons 
Jobs 
 
 
 
Week 5 
Weekly health checks on cats 

TERM 1 
Weeks 1 – 3  
Weekly health checks on rabbits 
Termly weighing of rabbits 
Feeding and watering of rabbits 
Rabbit health checks 
Rabbit diseases and causes 
Mucking out rabbits 
 
Weeks 4 – 7 
Weekly health checks on goats 
Termly weighing of goats 
Feeding and watering of goats 
Goat health checks 
Goat diseases and causes 
Mucking out goats 
 

TERM 1 
Week 1 
Knowing why visual checks 
are done for an animal’s 
health 
Research on visual checks 
that are done on cats and 
dogs. 
 
Week 2 
Research on visual checks 
done on a rabbit and goat. 
 
Week 3 
Research on visual checks 
done on a chicken and a 
bearded dragon. 
 
Week 4 
Signs of good health in cats. 
Signs of ill health in cats 
Signs of stress in cats 
Healthy and unhealthy urine 
in cats 
 
Week 5 
Signs of good health in dogs. 
Signs of ill health in dogs 
Signs of stress in dogs 
Healthy and unhealthy urine 
in dogs 
 
 
 
 
Week 6 



Weighing of cats  
Feeding and watering of cats  
Jobs  
 
Week 6 
Weekly health checks on dogs 
Weighing of dogs 
Feeding and watering of dogs 
Jobs 
 
Week 7 
Recap on animal health checks, 
feeding and watering.  
Mucking out an animal  
Jobs 

Signs of good health in 
rabbits. 
Signs of ill health in rabbits 
Signs of stress in rabbits 
Healthy and unhealthy urine 
in rabbits 
 
Week 7 
Signs of good health in 
chickens. 
Signs of ill health in chickens 
Signs of stress in chickens  
Healthy and unhealthy faecal 
matter in chickens including 
faecal consistency and 
colour 
 
TERM 2 
Week 1 
Signs of good health in goats. 
Signs of ill health in goats 
Signs of stress in goats 
Healthy and unhealthy urine 
in goats 
 
Week 2 
Signs of good health in 
bearded dragons. 
Signs of ill health in bearded 
dragons 
Signs of stress in bearded 
dragons  
Healthy and unhealthy faecal 
matter in bearded dragons 
including consistency and 
colour 
  
Week 3  
Faecal health in rabbits 
(healthy and unhealthy).  
 
Week 5 
Faecal health in goats 
(healthy and unhealthy).  
 
Week 6 
Faecal health in cats (healthy 
and unhealthy).  
 
 
 
Week 7 



Faecal health in dogs (healthy 
and unhealthy).  
 
TERM 3 
Week 1 
Rating the body condition of 
animals – goats, cats, dogs, 
chickens, bearded dragons 
and rabbits (scale 1 – 5).  
 
Week 2 
Life stages of a cat and dog. 
 
Week 3 
Life stages of a goat and a 
rabbit. 
 
Week 4 
Life stages of a chicken and 
bearded dragon 
 
Week 5 
Temperature checks in 
animals and checking that 
the thermometer is in good 
working order. 
Signs of abnormalities in 
temperature in cats, dogs, 
chickens, rabbits and goats. 
Illnesses in animals.  
 
Week 6 
Process for taking 
temperature in bearded 
dragons and signs of vivarium 
is too hot / too cold. Illness in 
bearded dragon. 
 
 
TERM 4 
Week 1 
Pulse in all animals, where it 
is taken, what it indicates and 
process for taking the pulse 
of all 6 animals. 
 
Week 2 
Abnormalities of the pulse 
rate in all 6 animals and what 
it might indicate.  
 
Week 3 



Breathing in all animals, how 
it is taken, what it indicates 
and abnormalities in 
breathing rate and what it 
might indicate. 
 
Week 4 
Veterinary checks on all 6 
animals for egg count, blood 
test and urine. 
 
Week 5 
Animal diseases and modes 
of transmission – bacteria, 
fungi and viruses in all 6 
animals. 
 
Week 6 
Modes of transmission of 
diseases in all 6 animals 
(direct contact, indirect and 
vector transmission). 
 
TERM 5 
Week 1 
Zoonotic diseases; 
preventions, symptoms and 
treatment. 
Notifiable diseases; 
preventions, symptoms and 
treatment. 
 
Week 2 
Myxomatosis in rabbits; 
symptoms, treatments and 
preventions. 
 
Week 3 
Vaccinations in all 6 animals. 
 
Week 4 
Salmonella in chickens and 
bearded dragons; causes, 
symptoms, treatment and 
preventions. 
 
Week 5 
Ringworm; causes, 
symptoms, treatments and 
preventions. 
 
TERM 6 



Week 1 
Fleas; description, lifecycle, 
diseases, symptoms, 
treatments, preventions. 
Ticks; description, lifecycle, 
diseases, symptoms, 
treatments, preventions. 
 
Week 2 
Mite; description, lifecycle, 
diseases, symptoms, 
treatments, preventions. 
Tapeworm; description, 
lifecycle, diseases, 
symptoms, treatments, 
preventions. 
 
Week 3 
Roundworm; description, 
lifecycle, diseases, 
symptoms, treatments, 
preventions. 
 
Week 4  
Mock assessment  
 
Week 5  
ASSESSMENT SET BY 
PEARSON AND MARKED BY 
PEARSON 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 2 : Unit 2 Animal Handling  

Learning aims:  

A understand safe handling and restraint techniques  

B demonstrate safe handling and restraint techniques used with animals. 

Creepy Claws Larkin Farm  
Week 1 – bearded dragons 
Wear correct PPE for handling animals (none 
needed for bearded dragons) and know why the 
correct PPE is important. Know how to handle 
the animal, clean out the animal, health checks, 
risk assessment when handling the animal.  
Reasons for holding animals and techniques for 
holding animals e.g. scruff, claw methods 
(practical). Reasons when animals should not 
be held, selecting appropriate equipment for 
holding an animal e.g. head collar for a horse. 
Clean equipment used to hold the animal.  
 
Week 2 – chickens  
Wear correct PPE (boots or wellies) for handling 
animals and know why the correct PPE is 
important for handling a chicken. Know how to 
handle the chicken (body hug method and 
supporting of upper and lower body method, 
clean out the animal, health checks, risk 
assessment when handling the chickens.  
Reasons for holding animals and techniques for 
(practical) Reasons when animals should not be 
held, selecting appropriate equipment for 
holding an animal. Clean equipment used to 
hold the animal.  
 
Week 3 – goats  
Wear the correct PPE when working with a goat 
and know why boots, steel capped trainers or 
wellies are needed. Know how to hold and move 
a goat from one part of the enclosure to another 
(practical). Know the health checks on a goat 
and use a lead to walk a goat. Then wind the lead 
up again, storing the equipment where it goes. 
 
Week 4 – cats  
Wear the correct PPE (trainers) and know why 
boots, steel capped trainers or wellies are not 
needed. Know how to hold and pick up a cat and 
spend time with a cat. Know the health checks 
on a cat. Life cycle of a cat.  
 
 

Week 1 – 3 
Weekly health checks on chickens 
Termly weighing of chickens 
Feeding and watering of chickens 
Chicken health checks 
Chicken diseases and causes 
Mucking out chickens  
 
 
Weeks 4 – 5 
Weekly health checks on sheep 
Termly weighing of sheep 
Feeding and watering of sheep 
Sheep health checks 
Sheep diseases and causes 
Mucking out sheep  
 
 
Weeks 6 – 7 (Term 2 week 6 and Term 3 Week 1) 
Weekly health checks on pigs 
Termly weighing of pigs 
Feeding and watering of pigs 
Pig health checks 
Pig diseases and causes 
Mucking out pigs  
 



Week 5 – dogs  
Wear the correct PPE (trainers) and know why 
boots, steel capped trainers or wellies are not 
needed. Know how to hold and pick up a dog 
and spend time with a dog. Know the health 
checks on a dog. Life cycle of a dog.  
 
Week 6 – rabbits  
Wear the correct PPE (trainers) and know why 
boots, steel capped trainers or wellies are not 
needed. Know how to hold and pick up a rabbit 
and spend time grooming a rabbit. Know the 
health checks on a rabbit. Life cycle of a rabbit.  
 
Week 7 
ASSIGNMENT HANDED OUT IN WEEK 4 AND 
USE OF EVIDENCE PLACEMENT SHEETS WRITE 
UPS FOR EVIDENCE FOR THE ASSIGNMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TERM 3 and 4 – Unit 5 Principles of Animal Behaviour 

Learning Aims: 

A know what indicates behaviour patterns in animals  

B understand the influence of enrichment on animal behaviour  

C monitor and record the behaviour of a range of animals. 

 

Creepy Claws Larkin Farm  
Term 3 Week 1 – chickens 
Animal normal behaviour patterns – feeding, 
drinking, sleep, grooming, play and social 
interaction. External influences on behaviour 
e.g. size of cage, heating, lighting, humidity, 
presence of humans.  
Signs of stress in an animal (record on sheet).  
Visual health check of chicken to check for signs 
of stress and abnormal behaviour. Causes of 
stress – dirty environment (muck out chickens), 
basic requirements not met and how they meet 
the 5 animal welfare standards. 
Types of enrichment for chickens. 
Use the recording sheet to check animal 
behaviours. 
 
Week 2 – goats  
Animal normal behaviour patterns – feeding, 
drinking, sleep, grooming, play and social 
interaction. External influences on behaviour 
e.g. size of enclosure, humidity, presence of 
humans.  
Signs of stress in an animal (record on sheet).  
Visual health check of goat to check for signs of 
stress and abnormal behaviour. Causes of stress 
– dirty environment (muck out goats), basic 
requirements not met and how they meet the 5 
animal welfare standards. 
Types of enrichment for goats. 
Use the recording sheet to check animal 
behaviours. 
 
Week 3 – rabbits  
Animal normal behaviour patterns – feeding, 
drinking, sleep, grooming, play and social 
interaction. External influences on behaviour 
e.g. size of hutch, humidity, presence of 
humans.  
Signs of stress in an animal (record on sheet).  
Visual health check of rabbit to check for signs 
of stress and abnormal behaviour. Causes of 

Term 3 Week 2 and 3 – chickens  
Behaviour patterns with regards to feeding, 
drinking, social interaction, play and grooming. 
Signs of stress in an animal Muck out the 
chickens and the 5 basic requirements that a 
chicken needs (5 animal welfare standards). 
Recording sheet – check animal health. 
 
Week 3 and 4 – goats  
Behaviour patterns with regards to feeding, 
drinking, social interaction, play and grooming. 
Signs of stress in an animal Muck out the goats 
and the 5 basic requirements that a goat needs 
(5 animal welfare standards). 
Recording sheet – check animal health. 
 
Week 5 and 6 – rabbits  
Behaviour patterns with regards to feeding, 
drinking, social interaction, play and grooming. 
Signs of stress in an animal Muck out the rabbits 
and the 5 basic requirements that a rabbit needs 
(5 animal welfare standards). 
Recording sheet – check animal health. 
 
 
Term 4 Week 1 and 2 – alpacas  
Behaviour patterns with regards to feeding, 
drinking, social interaction, play and grooming. 
Signs of stress in an animal Muck out the 
alpacas and the 5 basic requirements that a 
alpaca needs (5 animal welfare standards). 
Recording sheet – check animal health. 
 
Week 3 and 4 – pigs  
Behaviour patterns with regards to feeding, 
drinking, social interaction, play and grooming. 
Signs of stress in an animal Muck out the pigs 
and the 5 basic requirements that a rabbit needs 
(5 animal welfare standards). 
Recording sheet – check animal health. 
 



stress – dirty environment (muck out rabbits), 
basic requirements not met and how they meet 
the 5 animal welfare standards. 
Types of enrichment for rabbits. 
Use the recording sheet to check animal 
behaviours 
 
Week 4 – cats  
Animal normal behaviour patterns – feeding, 
drinking, sleep, grooming, play and social 
interaction. External influences on behaviour 
e.g. size of cat litter, humidity, presence of 
humans.  
Signs of stress in an animal (record on sheet).  
Visual health check of cat to check for signs of 
stress and abnormal behaviour. Causes of stress 
(basic requirements not met and how they meet 
the 5 animal welfare standards). 
Types of enrichment for cats. 
Use the recording sheet to check animal 
behaviours 
 
Week 5 – dogs  
Animal normal behaviour patterns – feeding, 
drinking, sleep, grooming, play and social 
interaction. External influences on behaviour 
e.g. size of cage, humidity, presence of humans.  
Signs of stress in an animal (record on sheet).  
Visual health check of dog to check for signs of 
stress and abnormal behaviour. Causes of stress 
(basic requirements not met and how they meet 
the 5 animal welfare standards). 
Types of enrichment for dogs. 
Use the recording sheet to check animal 
behaviours 
 
Week 6 – bearded dragons 
Animal normal behaviour patterns – feeding, 
drinking, sleep, grooming, play and social 
interaction. External influences on behaviour 
e.g. size of vivarium, humidity, presence of 
humans.  
Signs of stress in an animal (record on sheet).  
Visual health check of a bearded dragon to 
check for signs of stress and abnormal 
behaviour. Causes of stress – dirty environment 
(muck out bearded dragon), basic requirements 
not met and how they meet the 5 animal welfare 
standards. 
Types of enrichment for bearded dragons. 
Use the recording sheet to check animal 
behaviours 

Week 5 and 6 – donkeys and ponies  
Behaviour patterns with regards to feeding, 
drinking, social interaction, play and grooming. 
Signs of stress in an animal Muck out the 
donkeys and ponies and the 5 basic 
requirements that a donkey and pony needs (5 
animal welfare standards). 
Recording sheet – check animal health. 
 
 
 



Term 4 Week 1 
ASSIGNMENT  
 
Week 2 
ASSIGNMENT  
 
Week 3 
ASSIGNMENT  
 

 

 

TERM 4 and 5 – Unit 4 Animal Housing and Accommodation 

Learning Aims: 

A understand how to select animal accommodation  

B prepare and maintain animal accommodation  

C be able to clean out animal accommodation. 

 

Creepy Claws  Larkin Farm 
Term 4 Week 4 – Bearded Dragon 
Animal accommodation – houses, fixtures and 
fittings, bedding. Take photos and label what 
each feature is and what it is made of. Handle 
bearded dragon safely and be mindful of its 
welfare needs when cleaning out the enclosure. 
Select and prepare the correct bedding, water 
and feed for the animal dependent on the size of 
the accommodation and the size of the feeder 
and water bowl. Check security features like 
locks, catches etc to keep the animal from 
escaping.  Check and prepare bedding and state 
what bedding is needed as well as adding 
enrichment activities for the animal. Also 
consider other fixtures and fittings such as heat 
lamp for a bearded dragon. Checking the 
housing for potential hazards, maintenance of 
the vivarium, correct way and location for 
disposal of waste products.  
 
Week 5 – Goats  
Animal accommodation – houses, fixtures and 
fittings. Name the type of enclosure (pen). 
Handle goats safely when moving them out of 
the enclosure to clean it. Select and prepare 
correct bedding, correct water bowls and feed 
stations for the goats taking into account their 
size and how much bedding, feed and water is 

Term 4 Week 4, 5 and 6 – goats  
Prepare bedding for goats 
Maintain enclosure making repairs as necessary 
Muck out goat enclosure  
Feed and water for goats 
Disposal of waste from enclosure 
 
 
Term 5 Weeks 1, 2 and 3 – chickens  
Prepare bedding for chickens 
Maintain enclosure making repairs as necessary 
Muck out chicken enclosure  
Feed and water for chickens 
Disposal of waste from enclosure 
 
 
Term 5 Weeks 4 and 5 – rabbits  
Prepare bedding for rabbits 
Maintain enclosure making repairs as necessary 
Muck out rabbit hutches   
Feed and water for rabbits 
Disposal of waste from hutch  
 
 
  



needed. Add enrichment activities for the goats. 
Evaluate the fences and enclosure and fix if 
needed. Look at the gate and check that it is 
properly maintained to keep the animal safe and 
to stop it from escaping. Maintenance of the 
goat enclosure and also disposal of waste in the 
correct place. 
 
Week 6 – Cats 
Animal accommodation for cats, safe 
transportation of cats to a vet (state method of 
transportation), correct feed and water bowls for 
the cat, cleaning the cat litter out and also the 
feed and water bowls. Enrichment activities for 
the cat. Evaluate cleanliness of litter tray and 
water bowls and clean and refill as needed. 
Disposal of waste in the correct place. 
 
Term 5 Week 1 – Dogs  
Animal accommodation for dogs (cage pen), 
correct feed and water bowls for the dog, taking 
a dog out for its poo and pee, responsible dog 
ownership. Clean out and replenish the feed and 
water bowls. Enrichment activities for the dog. 
Evaluate cleanliness of dog and check paws for 
splinters, stones etc. Disposal of waste in the 
correct place. 
 
Week 2 – chickens  
Animal accommodation for chickens (outdoor 
enclosure). Check fixture and fittings e.g. 
panels, door hinges, door handle. Make up feeds 
and water for the chickens, clean water and feed 
bowls and muck them out. Enrichment activities 
for the chickens, how to hold a chicken safely 
and disposal of waste in the correct place.  
 
Week 3 – rabbits  
Animal accommodation for rabbits (hutch). 
Check the hutch for suitability, signs of wear and 
tear and check the latches, corner joints and 
overall condition of the hutch. Make up feeds 
and water for the rabbits ensuring that the bowls 
are clean before replenishing them. Select and 
prepare bedding for rabbits and disposal of 
waste in an appropriate place. Enrichment 
activities for the rabbits. 
  
Week 4 
ASSESSMENT 
 
 



Week 5  
ASSESSMENT 
 

 

Term 5 

External Assessment Mock – May 2026 

 

Term 6 

External Assessment – External June 2026 

Jobs at both Creepy Claws and Larkin Farm.  


