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Intent

At City of Rochester School, our intent is to provide pupils with real-world, practical and vocational learning
opportunities through the AQA CORC programme. The curriculum offers an inclusive and flexible approach that
supports pupils to gain hands-on experience, develop essential life and employability skills, and build the confidence
needed to transition into further education, training, or work.

The AQA Unit Award Scheme enables pupils to achieve recognition for their achievements in Motor Vehicle
Maintenance and Construction Skills, focusing on what learners can do rather than solely on theoretical knowledge.

We aim to:

e Develop pupils’ practical competence and confidence in using tools, equipment, and materials safely and
effectively.

e Build an understanding of health and safety, responsibility, and teamwork in a workshop environment.

e Provide accessible, meaningful pathways for pupils with SEND, ensuring progress can be evidenced through
engagement, communication, and skill mastery.

e Fosterindependence, resilience, and problem-solving through real-world vocational contexts.

e Offerindividualised learning opportunities, allowing pupils to follow interests and strengths within Motor Vehicle,
Woodwork, or other creative crafts.

The overallintentis to ensure that every pupil develops the knowledge, skills and confidence to participate in practical,
purposeful work, preparing them for independent adulthood and future employability.




Implementation

The CORC curriculum is delivered through a structured programme of AQA accredited units in both Motor Vehicle
Studies and Construction (Woodwork). Pupils attend CORC in timetabled blocks across the year (Terms 1-2, 3-4,
and 5-6), ensuring all learners access a variety of vocational experiences.

Curriculum Design

The programme offers flexibility in unit selection to meet the diverse needs and abilities of pupils. Units are chosen
from the AQA Unit Award Scheme at Entry Level and Level 1, with learning tailored to each student’s pace and
interests.

Motor Vehicle Units include:

e Basic Vehicle Safety Checks (AQA 76073)

e Routine Checks (AQA 75608)

e [dentification of Car Engine Parts (AQA 83827)

e Checking Tyre Pressure and Tread Depth (AQA 92128)
e Road Safety and the Law (AQA 92314)

Construction / Woodwork Units include:

e  Producing Small Iltems in a Workshop (AQA 71115)

e |dentifying Workshop Tools (AQA 71146)

e Sanding and Smoothing Wood (AQA 73100)

e Designing and Making a Toy (AQA 74513)

e Constructing a Wooden Garden Planter (AQA 89458)
e Decorating Wood using Pyrography (AQA 105316)

e Making a Key Rack (AQA 108085)

Pupils also access alternative creative craft units such as jewellery making, macramé or paracord working when
emotional regulation or engagement requires a more adaptive approach.

Teaching and Learning Approach

e Lessons are practical and experiential, allowing pupils to learn by doing under close supervision in a safe,
well-equipped workshop environment.

e Health and safety routines are embedded from the start and revisited in every session.

e Teaching combines demonstration, guided practice, and independent work, encouraging pupils to build
confidence and take ownership of tasks.

e Functional English, Maths, and Science are embedded within activities — for example, reading instructions,
writing reports, calculating measurements, using pressure gauges, and interpreting diagrams.

e Pupilsrecord evidence through photographs, observation checklists, and written reflection, contributing to
their AQA portfolio.

e Each unit culminates in practical assessment and tutor feedback, enabling pupils to achieve certificates for
each completed skill area.

e Teachers differentiate instruction and resources to meet individual needs, ensuring accessibility for pupils
with ASD, communication difficulties, or sensory needs.

e The curriculum emphasises positive engagement, emotional regulation, and self-esteem building through
hands-on success.

Cross-Curricular Links

e Maths: Measuring, calculating volumes, pressures, and dimensions.

e English: Verbal communication, report writing, sequencing, and following instructions.

e Science: Understanding materials, liquid properties, and basic mechanical or physical principles.
e Personal Development: Responsibility, teamwork, problem solving, and safety awareness.




Impact

The impact of the AQA CORC curriculum is evident in the practical achievements, confidence, and personal growth
of pupils. By completing units in Motor Vehicle and Construction, pupils gain valuable vocational experience and
transferable life skills.

Pupils demonstrate:

e The ability to use a range of tools, machinery, and materials safely and accurately.

e Understanding of basic vehicle maintenance, workshop safety, and construction techniques.
e Improved organisation, independence, and self-regulation when carrying out tasks.

e  Growth in communication, teamwork, and resilience, both in and beyond the workshop.

e Increased confidence in problem solving and decision making.

e Asense of achievement and pride, reinforced through tangible outcomes and AQA certificates.

Progress is measured through:

e Completion of AQA units, verified through practical observation, written evidence, and photographic
documentation.

e Regular review meetings to discuss learner progress and engagement.

e Pupil reflection and feedback, supporting self-awareness and goal setting.

e For pupils with SEND, additional impact measures include improvement in attention, sensory tolerance,
social interaction, and emotional wellbeing.

Monitoring and evidence show that pupils:

e Are motivated and engaged in hands-on learning.

e Display growing confidence in workshop environments.

e Take pride in their work and in earning nationally recognised certificates.

e Develop the practical and personal skills required to move towards further vocational training,
apprenticeships, or supported employment.

Ultimately, the AQA CORC curriculum ensures that all pupils regardless of their starting point leave City of
Rochester School with recognised achievements, valuable life skills, and the confidence to succeed in the next
stage of their personal and vocational journey.




The AQA qualifications listed below are designed to focus on practical skills and tasks, emphasising what learners

can do rather than theoretical knowledge.

List of AQA Units:

Motor Vehicle

Construction

AQA 76073, Basic Vehicle safety checks.
AQA 75608, Car Maintenance (Unit 1) Routine checks.

AQA 83827, Work Experience: Identification of car engine
parts.

AQA 92128, Car Maintenance: Checking tyre pressure and
tread depth.

AQA 92314, Motor Vehicle studies: Road safety and the
law.

AQA 71115, Producing small items in a woodworking
workshop.

AQA 71146, Identifying workshop tools.
AQA 73100, Sanding and smoothing wood.

AQA 74513, Design Technology: Designing and making a
toy.

AQA 74989, Correct use of a range of woodwork shop
tools.

AQA 82801, Design and technology (unit 2): Making a
woodwork Joint.

AQA 89458, Constructing a wooden garden planter.
AQA 105316, Decorating wood using pyrography.

AQA 108085, Making a key rack.




These qualifications are great for building a foundation in and preparing for further education or career

opportunities.

Pupils will have blocked lessons at CORC in Terms 1 and 2, Terms 3 and 4 and Terms 5 and 6. Different groups
of pupils attend CORC for AQA units for Terms 1/2, Terms 3/4 and terms 5/6.

Below is a breakdown of the course:

AQA Unit Level Overview of the Unit
75608, Car Maintenance | Entry Level 1, To show knowledge of health and safety
(Unit 1) Routine checks. rules that apply when working in a garage.

2, Demonstrate the ability to check fluid
levels in a vehicle, i.e. water, oil, washer
bottle and brake fluid

3, Demonstrate the ability to top up fluids, if
necessary, in a safe manner.

4, Demonstrate the ability to check all
external lights are working correctly.

5, Demonstrate the ability to check the tyre
pressure of the road wheels and the spare
tyre.

6, Demonstrate the ability to inflate or
deflate the tyres to the recommended levels.
7, Demonstrate the ability to check tyre
tread depths.

8, Demonstrate the ability to check the road
wheels and spare tyre for signs of damage.

83827 Work Experience: | Entry Level 1, Show knowledge of at least five engine
Identification of car parts and their uses.
engine parts. 2, Show knowledge of the four reservoirs in

a car engine and their uses.

3, Demonstrate the ability to identify at least
five car engine parts.

92128 Car Maintenance: | Entry Level 1, Demonstrate the ability to collect the
Checking tyre pressure depth gauge and tyre pressure gauge.

and tread depth. 2, Demonstrate the ability to check the tyre
pressure and give a verbal report.

3, Demonstrate the ability to inflate a tyre to
the correct pressure.

4, Demonstrate the ability to check the tyre
depth of a tyre and give a written report.

5, Demonstrate the ability to return tools
and equipment to their storage areas.

6, Show knowledge of how to work safely in
the workshop while checking tyre pressures
and tread depth using tools and equipment
correctly under close supervision.

92314, Motor Vehicle Entry Level 1, Demonstrate the ability to identify five
studies: Road safety and road signs as shown in the highway code.
the law. 2, Demonstrate the ability to answer five

questions on road safety.

3, Demonstrate the ability to name four
documents required by law before a vehicle
can be taken on the road.




76973 Basic Vehicle
Checks

Level 1

1, Demonstrate the ability to check the tyre
condition on a motor vehicle.

2, Demonstrate the ability to use a foot
pump and pressure gauge to check and
correct if needed the tyre pressures.

3, Demonstrate the ability to use a type
depth gauge to check the depth of tread on
a tyre.

4, Demonstrate the ability to locate and
identify the exterior lamps.

5, Demonstrate the ability to check the
operation of all exterior lamps.

6, Demonstrate the ability to locate the oil
level stick, check the level of oil in the engine
and replenish if necessary.

7, Demonstrate the ability to locate the
windscreen reservoir, check the level of fluids
and replenish if necessary.

8, Demonstrate the ability to locate the
engine coolant reservoir, check the level of
fluid and replenish if necessary

9, Demonstrate the ability to locate the
power steering fluid reservoir, check the
level of fluid and replenish if necessary.

10, Demonstrate the ability to check the
condition of windscreen wipers and replace
them if necessary.

These AQAs are expected to keep the students focused for the term however there is a probability that some students
may find it difficult to manage their physical and emotional needs during the term; as an enabler for this we have a
large bank of AQAs that enable us to have a student centered approach to learning, this include AQAs in other crafts
like painting, jewelry making, paracord working, macrame etc. These resources are used to enable every student to

succeed within the workshop.

Links to other subjects

During the duration of AQA Units, there are links to other subjects.

Checking tyre pressure
and tread depth.

AQA Unit Level Maths and English Links

75608, Car Maintenance | Entry Level Maths, Volume, measures, pressure, depth.

(Unit 1) Routine checks. English, Communication, written and verbal.
Science, Liquids, viscosity, liquid properties.

83827 Work Experience: | Entry Level Maths, Creating diagrams and maps.

Identification of car English, Labeling diagrams.

engine parts. Science, Creating and labeling diagrams.

92128 Car Maintenance: | Entry Level Maths, Volume, measures, pressure, depth.

English, Writing reports.




92314, Motor Vehicle Entry Level
studies: Road safety and

Maths, Speed.
English, Written work, answering questions.

the law. Science, the use of symbols to convey
information.

76973 Basic Vehicle Level 1 Maths, Volume and measures.

Checks English, communicating information,

expanded vocabulary.
Science, Liquids, viscosity, liquid properties.

CORC Interventions

Some pupils have interventions at CORC and are completing the following AQA Units.

Construction:

AQA Unit Level Overview of the Unit
AQA 71115, Producing | Entry Level 1, Demonstrate the ability to identify
smallitemsina components used in the task.
woodworking 2, Demonstrate the ability to mark out the
workshop. material using templates.
3, Demonstrate the ability to select the tool
appropriate to the task.
4, Demonstrate the ability to use a coping
saw.
5, Demonstrate the ability to use a mitre saw.
6, Demonstrate the ability to drill a hole
using a pillar drill.
7, Demonstrate the ability to apply glue.
8, Demonstrate the ability to use sandpaper
to sand down the finished item.
AQA 71146, Entry Level 1, Demonstrate the ability to identify at least
Identifying workshop five tools used in the workshop.
tools. 2, Show knowledge of how to move about
safely while in possession of tools.
3, Show knowledge of how to return tools
for storage.
4, Acquired an understanding of why it is
important to use the correct tool for each
given task.
AQA 73100, Sanding Entry Level 1, Demonstrate the ability to identify a piece
and smoothing wood. of wood.
2, Demonstrate the ability to sand down and
smooth the piece of wood.
3, Demonstrate the ability to work safely in
the classroom/workshop.
AQA 74513, Design Entry Level 1, Demonstrate the ability to evaluate at
Technology: Designing least one wooden toy.
and making a toy. 2, Demonstrate the ability to explain how a
wooden toy works.
3, Demonstrate the ability to make a wooden
toy.




4, Demonstrate the ability to use at least four
tools correctly.

5, Demonstrate the ability to complete
practical work in a safe and appropriate
manner.

6, Show knowledge of the materials used to
make a wooden toy.

7, Experienced taking part in a discussion on
health and safety in the workshop.

AQA 74989, Correct
use of arange of

woodwork shop tools.

Entry Level

1, Demonstrate the ability to use the
following tools correctly through a range of
projects, a pillar drill, belt sander and/or disc
sander, scroll saw, band saw, hammer, file,
chisel, tenon saw, coping saw, hacksaw.

2, Demonstrate the ability to identify at least
two hazards when using tools.

3, Demonstrate the ability to identify at least
two hazards when using machines.

4, Experienced taking part in a discussion
about knowing how to minimize risk.

5, Experienced taking part in a discussion
about knowing where to look for faults in
equipment.

AQA 82801, Design
and technology (unit
2): Making a
woodwork Joint.

Entry Level

1, Demonstrate the ability to select, adjust
and use a plane to produce smooth, true
surfaces.

2, Demonstrate the ability to use marking
out tools to mark out a woodwork joint.

3, Demonstrate the ability to transfer
measurements from a drawing to timber.
4, Demonstrate the ability to cut out the
marked wood using appropriate tools.

5, Demonstrate the ability to join the parts
together to form a joint.

6, Experienced safe use of woodworking
tools.

AQA 89458,
Constructing a
wooden garden
planter.

Entry Level

1, Demonstrate the ability to measure and
cut timber to given dimensions.

2, Demonstrate the ability to fix the timber
together to form the frame.

3, Demonstrate the ability to sand and
smooth the frame with suitable tools and
abrasives.

4, Demonstrate the ability to apply a suitable
stain or paint finish.

5, Experienced using appropriate hand tools
correctly, eg. a plane, hand saw, electric saw,
screwdriver.

6, Experienced watching an experienced
contractor’'s demonstration of wood
working.

AQA 105316,
Decorating wood

using pyrography.

Entry Level

1, Demonstrate the ability to select a suitable
design.




2, Demonstrate the ability to place the
traced or stenciled design onto a wooden
board or box.

3, Demonstrate the ability to transfer the
design onto the wooden board or box.

4, Demonstrate the ability to engrave the
design onto the wood with tutor assistance.
5, Show knowledge of the main health and
safety issues in relation to pyrography.

AQA 108085, Making a
key rack.

Entry Level

1, Demonstrate the ability to cut out a
template drawing correctly.

2, Demonstrate the ability to mount the
template pieces correctly on to the wood.
3, Demonstrate the ability to saw the work
piece accurately.

4, Demonstrate the ability to drill the work
piece accurately.

5, Demonstrate the ability to sand down the
work piece.

6, Demonstrate the ability to assemble the
work piece to produce the completed
wooden key rack.

7, Demonstrate the ability to work safely in
the workshop.

8, Demonstrate the ability to mount the
template pieces correctly on metal.

9, Demonstrate the ability to cut the
workpiece accurately.

10, Demonstrate the ability to assemble the
work piece to produce the completed key
rack.

Links to other subjects

During the duration of AQA Units, there are links to other subjects.

and smoothing wood.

AQA Unit Level Maths and English Links

AQA 71115, Producing | Entry Level Maths, Measure

smallitemsin a English, Verbal communication skills
woodworking Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
workshop.

AQA 71146, Entry Level Maths, Measure

Identifying workshop English, Verbal communication skills
tools. Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
AQA 73100, Sanding Entry Level Maths, Measure

English, Verbal communication skills
Motor Skills both Gross and fine.




AQA 74513, Design Entry Level Maths, Measure

Technology: Designing English, Verbal communication skills
and making a toy. Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
AQA 74989, Correct Entry Level Maths, Measure

use of a range of English, Verbal communication skills
woodwork shop tools. Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
AQA 82801, Design Entry Level Maths, Measure

and technology (unit English, Verbal communication skills
2): Making a Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
woodwork Joint.

AQA 89458, Entry Level Maths, Measure

Constructing a English, Verbal communication skills
wooden garden Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
planter.

AQA 105316, Entry Level Maths, Measure

Decorating wood English, Verbal communication skills
using pyrography. Motor Skills both Gross and fine.
AQA 108085, Making a | Entry Level Maths, Measure

key rack.

English, Verbal communication skills
Motor Skills both Gross and fine.




