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Intent 
At City of Rochester School, we believe that a high-quality history education provides the foundations for understanding the world, 
other cultures, and the changes that have shaped modern life. History is vital to understanding both our past and the relationships 
that will shape our future. All pupils are entitled to be taught the essential knowledge, skills, and concepts that allow them to make 
sense of how the world has developed and continues to evolve. 
 
Through building a secure body of key historical knowledge and concepts, pupils are encouraged to think critically, analyse evidence, 
and make connections between different time periods. We want our learners to develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about 
how people lived, what they believed, and how societies have changed over time. Our curriculum inspires pupils to understand how 
history can be used to explain what is happening today, to consider how things might change in the future, and to evaluate the 
causes and consequences of human actions. 
 
At City of Rochester School, our intent is for all pupils to become lifelong learners, beginning from their earliest stages in the pre-
curriculum phase. We aim to give every child the confidence to understand who they are, where they come from, and how they fit 
into the wider world. We nurture curiosity, encourage open-mindedness, and help pupils to approach new experiences, challenges, 
and unfamiliar situations with understanding and resilience. 
 
For pupils working within the pre-curriculum stages, historical learning is embedded through Learning Means the World and runs 
seamlessly alongside the Engagement Model. This approach recognises that progress can be measured in ways beyond traditional 
academic outcomes. For some pupils with SEND, engagement through communication, sensory response, curiosity, and emotional 
regulation is a more meaningful indicator of progress. The five areas of the Engagement Model allow staff to capture and celebrate 
this development, providing a holistic and inclusive view of each child’s learning journey. 
 
Across all phases, our history curriculum is designed to help pupils develop an awareness of how the modern world has been shaped 
by past events and decisions. Pupils engage in high-quality teaching and learning experiences that promote investigation, 
questioning, and critical thinking. They explore both local and global history, developing an understanding of their own community 
within the wider historical context. 
 
Throughout the curriculum, pupils are supported in using historical vocabulary that enriches their knowledge and understanding 
not only of the topics they study but also of the world around them. This helps pupils to communicate their ideas effectively and to 
view themselves as historians, capable of analysing, questioning, and interpreting the past. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 
• At City of Rochester School, History is delivered through a carefully structured, inclusive, and engaging curriculum that meets the needs of all pupils 

across the school. We use Learning Means the World, Entry Level Certificate, and, where appropriate, GCSE units to plan and deliver a progressive 

and meaningful History curriculum. These frameworks ensure that learning is accessible, relevant, and challenging for every pupil, regardless of their 

starting point or individual needs. 

•  

• Our curriculum has been designed to ignite curiosity and enthusiasm for history while building pupils’ knowledge and understanding of key historical 

periods, people, and events. Through carefully sequenced units, pupils develop a strong sense of chronology, an appreciation of significant historical 

figures, and an understanding of how the past has shaped the world we live in today. Lessons promote enquiry, encourage discussion, and foster 

the development of critical thinking and analytical skills. 

•  

• Pupils have the opportunity to: 

Explore different time periods and historical themes. 

• Learn about people of importance and those who have influenced local, national, and global history. 

• Examine historical sources and evidence, developing their ability to question, interpret, and form opinions. 

• Understand how historical discoveries and developments have shaped modern society. 

•  

• The curriculum is delivered through engaging and in-depth units, designed to ensure breadth and balance while allowing pupils to deepen their 

understanding over time. Learning is made meaningful through cross-curricular links, local studies, and practical, sensory, or experiential learning 

opportunities suited to pupils with a range of abilities and communication needs. 

• Staff are supported through a comprehensive professional development programme that strengthens both subject-specific expertise and 

understanding of how best to meet the individual needs of pupils, particularly those with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Special Educational 

Needs (SEN). This includes training on adapting teaching strategies, managing sensory needs, and using personalised approaches that promote 

engagement and inclusion. 

•  

• All lessons are designed to be inclusive, differentiated, and responsive, ensuring every pupil can access historical knowledge and demonstrate 

progress in a way that is appropriate to them—whether through communication, engagement, written work, or discussion. 

•  

• Through this approach, history teaching at City of Rochester School promotes curiosity, empathy, and a deep respect for the past, while equipping 

pupils with the skills and understanding to make sense of the present and look confidently to the future. 

 



 

Impact 

At City of Rochester School, the impact of our history curriculum is reflected in the knowledge, understanding, curiosity, and confidence shown by our pupils as they make 

sense of the world around them. Through high-quality teaching, personalised approaches, and the use of Learning Means the World, Entry Level Certificate, and GCSE units, 

our pupils develop a meaningful understanding of history that is relevant to their lives, abilities, and future aspirations. 

Pupils are able to: 

• Recall and apply key historical knowledge appropriate to their stage of development. 

• Demonstrate an awareness of time, place, and change, understanding how events and people from the past have shaped the present. 

• Use historical vocabulary with increasing confidence to describe, compare, and explain. 

• Show curiosity and engagement when exploring new historical topics or investigating sources. 

• Develop critical thinking and analytical skills, questioning evidence and forming their own interpretations. 

• Recognise the influence of significant figures and cultures, fostering respect for diversity and different perspectives. 

For pupils working within the pre-curriculum stages, impact is measured using the Engagement Model, ensuring progress is recognised in areas beyond academic attainment. 

This includes communication, exploration, emotional regulation, and sustained attention—all vital aspects of personal and social development. Staff use these insights to plan 

meaningful next steps and adapt teaching to maximise engagement and progress for every learner. 

Assessment across the school is ongoing, purposeful, and flexible. Teachers track progress through lesson observations, work scrutiny, pupil discussion, and assessment 

frameworks such as the Learning Means the World and Twinkl progressions. For older pupils, formal accreditation through the Entry Level Certificate or GCSE provides an 

opportunity to celebrate academic achievement and prepare for future learning pathways. 

The impact of our history curriculum is also seen in pupils’ broader personal development. They become more confident communicators, active participants in their learning, 

and increasingly aware of their place in the world. Pupils learn to value differences, recognise cause and effect, and understand how human actions consequences have, all of 

which contribute to their social, moral, and cultural growth. 

Monitoring shows that pupils: 

• Take pride in their work and can talk about their learning with enthusiasm. 

• Engage positively in lessons and respond well to challenge. 

• Are developing resilience, curiosity, and a sense of identity through historical enquiry. 

Ultimately, the impact of History at City of Rochester School is that every pupil, whatever their needs or starting point, leaves with a deeper understanding of themselves, 

others, and the world around them, equipped with the curiosity and confidence to continue learning throughout their lives. 

 

 



Statutory Guidance – History  

The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of 
empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to 
make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses 

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 
contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, 
national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 
timescales 

 

Studying History will allow for pupils to:  

• develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies in local, British and wider world history; and 
of the wide diversity of human experience 

• engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 

• develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and make valid historical claims by using a range of 
sources in their historical context 

• develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and how and why different 
interpretations have been constructed about them  

• organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways and reach substantiated conclusions. 

 

 



 

Links To Other Subjects 

The provision for the use of ICT and English in History is excellent. The pupils are given the opportunity to research, plan and support their ideas using 
relevant ICT and English resources to improve understanding, aid communication and enhance presentation. 

Careers Education 

 

This subject links to careers education through discussion, information sharing and practical activities and experiences. These opportunities can lead to a 

better understanding of the further study options, training and work placements available in this field.  

Careers using history could include Media, government, heritage organisations, conservation, teaching, archivist, heritage manager, academic researcher, 
museums and galleries curators, historic building inspectors, the police and law.  

 

Curriculum Overview 

 Our curriculum is designed with our pupils in mind but is subject to change. Units may be moved around to suit pupil’s interests, current affairs and 
to make better use of resources. If this happens staff ensure that there is breadth and balance across the year to ensure coverage. 
            

                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 



LMTW Curriculum Overview 

Our LMTW curriculum is designed with our children in mind but is subject to change. Units may be moved around to suit children’s interests, 

current affairs and to make better use of resources. If this happens staff, ensure that there is breadth and balance across the year to ensure 

coverage. The curriculum map highlights the primary History objectives in line with the national curriculum which are covered through the 

units.  

 

Explorers Themes 2025-2026 (Star class) 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Happy to be me’ 
‘Tell us a story’ 

‘Help is at hand’ 
‘Let’s play’ 

‘Come fly with me-Asia' 
‘Under the sea’ 

‘No place like home’ 
‘What on Earth?’ 



Happy to be me Tell us a story Help is at hand Let’s play Come fly with me-

Asia 

Under the sea No place like 

home 

What on Earth 

‘Happy to be me’ 

is a thematic unit 

with key focus on 

listening, 

attention and 

understanding 

alongside 

physical gross 

motor 

development 

devices. This unit 

also focusses on 

core subjects 

such as English, 

Maths and 

Expressive arts 

and design. 

 

listen attentively 

and respond to 

what they hear 

with relevant 

questions, 

comments and 

actions when 

being read to and 

during whole 

class discussions 

and small group 

interactions • 

participate in 

class discussions, 

offering their 

own ideas, using 

recently 

introduced 

vocabulary Learn 

the ‘Head, 

 ‘Tell us a story’ 

is a thematic 

unit with key 

focus on 

English. The 

unit consists of 

story-telling 

exploring 

vocabulary 

language 

devices 

alongside 

Mathematics 

and Expressive 

Arts.  

 

 

 

listen 

attentively and 

respond to 

what they hear 

with relevant 

questions • 

express their 

ideas and 

feelings about 

their 

experiences 

using full 

sentences and 

making use of 

conjunctions 

 

negotiate space 

and obstacles 

safely, with 

consideration 

 ‘Help is at hand’ is 

a thematic unit 

with focus on 

helpful devices 

available in our 

environment. 

Pupils will be 

identifying help 

provided by 

emergency 

services, help we 

can find at home 

or at school. Pupils 

will also explore 

how they can help 

or support others 

around them. 

 

offer explanations 

for why things 

might happen, 

making use of 

recently 

introduced 

vocabulary • 

express their 

ideas and feelings 

about their 

experiences using 

full sentences 

 

negotiate space 

and obstacles 

safely, with 

consideration for 

themselves and 

others 

 ‘Lets play’ is a 

thematic unit 

with key focus 

on physical 

communication 

through 

games.  

 

offer 

explanations 

for why things 

might happen, 

making use of 

recently 

introduced 

vocabulary 

from stories • 

hold 

conversation 

when engaged 

in back-and-

forth 

exchanges 

with their 

teacher and 

peers • 

participate in 

small group, 

class and one-

to-one 

discussions, 

offering their 

own ideas, 

using recently 

introduced 

vocabulary 

 

‘Come fly with me-

Asia' is a thematic 

unit with a key focus 

on Geography looking 

specifically at Asian 

culture difference 

through India, China 

and Russian and 

Egypt.  

 

History: 

To explore the 

transitions between 

cultures and their 

traditions. 

 

hold conversation 

when engaged in 

back-and-forth 

exchanges with their 

teacher and peers • 

participate in small 

group, class and one-

to-one discussions, 

offering their own 

ideas, using recently 

introduced vocabular 

 

negotiate space and 

obstacles safely, with 

consideration for 

themselves and 

others • move 

energetically, such as 

running, jumping, 

dancing, hopping, 

skipping and climbing 

 

‘Under the sea’ is a 

thematic study with a 

key focus on Geography 

exploring marine life and 

their environment. Pupils 

will identify marine 

terminology through 

sound and storytelling. 

Pupils will also explore 

scientific aspects 

through temperatures of 

the oceans and the 

differing wildlife within.  

 

listen attentively and 

respond to what they 

hear with relevant 

questions, comments and 

actions when being read 

to and during whole class 

discussions and small 

group interactions • 

participate in small 

group, class and one-to-

one discussions, offering 

their own ideas, using 

recently introduced 

vocabulary 

 

negotiate space and 

obstacles safely, with 

consideration for 

themselves and others • 

move energetically, such 

as running, jumping, 

dancing, hopping, skipping 

and climbing 

 

‘No place like 

home’ is a 

thematic unit 

exploring the 

different living 

spaces across all 

forms of life. 

Pupils will explore 

the visual 

changes between 

each building, 

how wildlife sta 

safe and the 

building skills 

they use for 

their own homes. 

As well as 

survival tactics 

individuals may 

use when in a 

different living 

space. 

 

hold 

conversations 

when engaged in 

back-and-forth 

exchanges with 

their teacher and 

peers • 

participate in 

class discussions, 

offering their 

own ideas, using 

recently 

introduced 

vocabulary 

 

‘What on Earth’ 

is a thematic unit 

with key focus on 

Geography and 

Science. This 

unit explores 

creatures of all 

sizes and their 

habitats.  

 

listen attentively 

and respond to 

what they hear 

with relevant 

questions, 

comments and 

actions during 

small group 

interactions • 

participate in 

small group 

discussions, 

offering their 

own ideas, using 

recently 

introduced 

vocabulary 

 

negotiate space 

and obstacles 

safely, with 

consideration for 

themselves and 

others 

 

begin to show 

accuracy and 



Shoulders, Knees 

and Toes’ song. 

Pupils to choose 

other body parts 

to include. Move 

on to a ‘Simon 

Says...’ type 

game, reinforcing 

the names of 

body parts. 

 

GROSS MOTOR 

SKILLS • 

demonstrate 

strength, balance 

and coordination 

when playing • 

move 

energetically, 

such as running, 

jumping, dancing, 

hopping, skipping 

and climbing 

Following on from 

the Launch Pad 

activity, play a 

game where 

pupils follow 

instructions to 

complete an 

action. For 

example, wiggle 

if you have blue 

eyes; stand on 

one leg if you 

have a pony tail. 

Pupils could be 

the leader after 

a while, thinking 

for themselves 

and others • 

move 

energetically, 

such as running, 

jumping, 

dancing, 

hopping, 

skipping and 

climbing Pupils 

are to begin by 

miming how 

Jack climbed 

the beanstalk. 

Then, put out a 

range of 

equipment to 

encourage 

stepping up and 

climbing. 

 

begin to show 

accuracy and 

care when 

drawing 

use a range of 

small tools 

negotiate 

space and 

obstacles 

safely, with 

consideration 

for 

themselves 

and others • 

demonstrate 

strength, 

balance and 

coordination 

when playing • 

move 

energetically, 

such as 

running, 

jumping, 

dancing, 

hopping, 

skipping and 

climbing 

 

use a range of 

small tools, 

including 

scissors, paint 

brushes and 

cutlery 

use a range of small 

tools, including 

scissors, paint 

brushes and cutlery 

hold a pencil effectively 

in preparation for fluent 

writing- using tripod grip 

in almost all cases • begin 

to show accuracy and 

care when drawing 

negotiate space 

and obstacles 

safely, with 

consideration for 

themselves and 

others • move 

energetically, 

such as, running, 

jumping, dancing, 

hopping, skipping 

and climbing 

 

use a range of 

small tools, 

including 

scissors, paint 

brushes and 

cutlery 

care when 

drawing 



of their own 

criteria 

 

FINE MOTOR 

SKILLS • 

 use a range of 

small tools, 

including 

scissors, paint 

brushes and 

cutlery • begin to 

show accuracy 

and care when 

drawing Use peg 

boards to make 

smiling faces and 

then pupils 

should draw what 

they have made 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adventurers Themes 2025-2026  

‘Thats all folks’ History/ICT 

‘Three giant steps’ Geography 

‘Come fly with me- Africa' Geography/History 

‘May the force be with you’ Science 

‘Athens VS Sparta’ History 

‘Under the canopy’ Geography/History 

‘Out and About’ Geography 
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  



Adventurers-2025-2026  

Thats all folks Three giant steps Come fly with me May the force be 

with you 

Athens VS Sparta Under the canopy Out and about  

“That’s All Folks!” is 

a thematic unit 

based around the 

history and 

development of 

animation and 

cartoons. It 

primarily takes in 

elements of history, 

art and computing / 

ICT and starts with 

learning about the 

beginnings of 

animation, looking at 

zoetropes and ip 

books, before 

moving on to the 

dawn of the Disney 

age. Then, the 

process of 

animation is 

explored further, 

with an opportunity 

for pupils to 

exchange their own 

design ideas and 

create their own 

animated films. 

 

History: 

Explore the 

different ways we 

can find out about 

the past and how to 

understand the 

evidence   

Three giant steps is 

a thematic unit with 

key focus on 

Geography exploring 

the relationship 

between human 

behaviour and our 

environment; and 

the effects this can 

have on nature. 

 

 

Ask and respond to 

questions to develop 

a sense of place   

Collect and record 

evidence and begin 

to offer 

explanations 

Investigate key 

aspects of human 

and physical 

geography Explore 

places with 

different climate 

zones Identify 

where significant 

places are located 

in the UK, Europe 

and the wider world 

Identify similarities 

and differences 

between places and 

environments and 

understand how 

they are linked  

 “Come Fly With Me! 

Africa” is a 

thematic unit based 

around the 

continent of Africa, 

with a key focus on 

geography and 

history. Pupils will 

be learning about 

the location of 

Africa and 

identifying its 

largest countries. 

Alongside this 

geography element, 

they will study the 

Benin era. They will 

also learn about 

African culture, in 

particular typical 

African food and 

folk tales 

 

History: 

Develop their 

understanding that 

the past can be 

divided into 

different periods 

of time Explore the 

different ways we 

can find out about 

the past and how to 

understand the 

evidence Identify 

different ways in 

 ‘May the force be 

with you’ is a 

thematic unit with 

key focus on 

science looking at 

the relationship 

between forces and 

magnets. 

 

 

 

Ask relevant 

questions   

With help, set up 

and carry out simple 

practical enquiries, 

comparative and 

fair tests Suggest 

what might happen 

in comparative and 

fair tests   

Make careful 

observations and 

comparisons 

Recognise what 

constitutes a fair 

test   

Identify simple 

patterns, changes, 

similarities and 

differences   

Make measurements 

using standard units  

Discuss and 

describe findings 

Communicate 

 “Athens v Sparta” 

is a thematic unit 

based on Ancient 

Greece, with a key 

focus on history. 

Learning is centered 

on how the Greeks 

used to live, 

including the key 

aspect of 

mythology, 

especially 

highlighting the 

conflicts that 

characterized 

Ancient Greece. 

 

History: 

Develop their 

understanding that 

the past can be 

divided into 

different periods of 

time  

Explore the 

different ways we 

can and out about 

the past and how to 

understand the 

evidence Identify 

different ways in 

which the past is 

represented 

Recognise 

similarities and 

differences 

 “Under the Canopy” 

is a thematic unit, 

based on the 

rainforest with a 

key focus on 

geography and 

history. Pupils are 

commissioned to 

work for a fictitious 

organisation called 

‘Roots’ in helping 

two adopted 

children find out 

about their Mexican 

/ Mayan heritage. 

Through this 

project, they will 

learn about the 

importance of the 

rainforest. 

 

History: 

Explore the 

different ways we 

can find out about 

the past and how to 

understand the 

evidence   

Identify different 

ways in which the 

past is represented 

Recognise 

similarities and 

differences 

between people’s 

lives during 

‘Out and about’ is a 

thematic unit with 

key focus on 

Geography 

investigating the 

wider world through 

fieldwork 

experiences and 

documenting 

findings. 

 

 

Ask and respond to 

questions to develop 

a sense of place   

Collect and record 

evidence and begin 

to offer 

explanations 

Investigate key 

aspects of human 

and physical 

geography 

Identify where 

significant places 

are located in the 

UK, Europe and the 

wider world  

Identify similarities 

and differences 

between places and 

environments and 

understand how 

they are linked  

Use appropriate 

geographical 

 



Use dates and 

vocabulary relating 

to the passing of 

time and sequence 

events   

Use sources of 

information 

including ICT to 

find out about 

events, people and 

changes  

A2 

 Identify how 

significant events, 

developments or 

individuals and 

groups have 

influenced the 

world in the recent 

and distant past  

Use and evaluate 

sources of 

information, 

recognising that 

evidence varies in 

the extent to which 

it can be trusted 

Communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding in a 

variety of ways 

Use appropriate 

geographical 

vocabulary to 

communicate their 

findings Use 

atlases, globes, 

maps and plans at a 

range of scales and 

draw simple maps 

and plans   

Use ICT to help in 

geographical 

investigation 

 

which the past is 

represented  

Begin to give 

reasons for and 

results of the main 

events and changes   

Use dates and 

vocabulary relating 

to the passing of 

time and sequence 

events Use sources 

of information 

including ICT to 

find out about 

events, people and 

changes 

 

Ask and answer a 

variety of 

perceptive 

historical questions  

Identify how 

significant events, 

developments or 

individuals and 

groups have 

influenced the 

world in the recent 

and distant past   

Identify different 

ways in which the 

past is represented 

and interpreted and 

recognise how 

history is preserved  

Place events, people 

and changes into 

correct periods of 

time on a timeline  

findings using 

simple scientific 

language in written 

explanations, 

drawings, labelled 

diagrams, keys, bar 

charts or tables 

Use results to draw 

simple conclusion 

between people’s 

lives during 

different periods of 

time  

Use dates and 

vocabulary relating 

to the passing of 

time and sequence 

events Sequence 

several events or 

artefacts  

Begin to give 

reasons for and 

results of the main 

events and changes 

Use sources of 

information 

including ICT to and 

out about events, 

people and changes 

A2: 

Ask and answer a 

variety of 

perceptive 

historical questions 

Investigate the 

characteristic 

features of, and 

changes within, 

periods of history 

that were of global 

significance Hi26 

Identify how 

significant events, 

developments or 

individuals and 

groups have 

influenced the world 

in the recent and 

distant past 

different periods 

of time  

Use sources of 

information 

including ICT to 

find out about 

events, people and 

changes 

Ask and answer a 

variety of 

perceptive 

historical questions   

Investigate the 

characteristic 

features of, and 

changes within, 

periods of history 

that were of global 

significance   

Identify how 

significant events, 

developments or 

individuals and 

groups have 

influenced the 

world in the recent 

and distant past 

Communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding in a 

variety of ways 

 

vocabulary to 

communicate their 

findings 

Collect and analyse 

a range of data 

from simple 

fieldwork 

experiences  

Use atlases, globes, 

maps and plans at a 

range of scales and 

draw simple maps 

and plans  

Use ICT to help in 

geographical 

investigations 



Use dates and 

vocabulary relating 

to the passing of 

time, including AD / 

BC   

Use and evaluate 

sources of 

information, 

recognising that 

evidence varies in 

the extent to which 

it can be trusted 

Communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding in a 

variety of ways 

Identify different 

ways in which the 

past is represented 

and interpreted and 

recognise how 

history is preserved 

Place events, people 

and changes into 

correct periods of 

time on a timeline  

Use dates and 

vocabulary relating 

to the passing of 

time, including AD / 

BC  

Use and evaluate 

sources of 

information, 

recognising that 

evidence varies in 

the extent to which 

it can be trusted 

Communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding in a 

variety of ways 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 



Navigators 2025-2026 

‘A World of Bright Ideas’- inventions 
and developments 

Creative 

‘Time Team’ History 

‘Come fly with me’- America Geography/History 

‘In your element’- Earth, Air 
‘Go with the flow’- (Sc Discrete) 

Science 

‘You’re not invited’- Invaders and 
settlers 

History 

‘Full of Beans’- Energy Geography 

‘The rescuers’- Story of heroes of the 
Titanic. 

History 

  

 

 

 

 

 



‘A World of Bright 

Ideas’- inventions and 

developments   

‘Time Team’ 

 

‘Come fly with me’- 

America   

‘In your element’- 

Earth, Air  

‘Go with the 

flow’- (Sc 

Discrete) 

‘You’re not invited’- 

Invaders and settlers   

‘Full of Beans’- 

Energy   

‘The rescuers’- 

Story of heroes 

of the Titanic.   

 “A World of Bright 

Ideas!” is a thematic unit 

which focuses on the 

creative process of 

invention and design, with 

a learning towards history 

and design technology. 

Pupils will look at 

important inventions over 

time, before moving on to 

learning about more 

current issues such as 

patenting and copyright. 

They will have the 

opportunity to actively 

engage in the design and 

make process, looking at 

the steps involved from 

generating a concept to 

producing a commercially 

viable product. 

 

Investigate how the work 

of individuals in design and 

technology has helped to 

shape the world  

Identify users’ views and 

take these into account 

Analyse a range of existing 

products Estimate and 

measure using appropriate 

instruments and units  

Plan what they must do, 

including how to use 

Time Team is a 

thematic study 

with a key focus 

on History 

creating a 

timeline 

documenting 

change, 

difference and 

similarity 

through 

historical events. 

Pupils will have 

the opportunity 

to investigate 

the social, 

economic, 

technological and 

scientific 

developments. 

 

History: 

Devise 

historically valid 

questions about 

change, similarity 

and difference 

and investigate 

to and possible 

answers Hi35 

Identify and 

describe reasons 

for and results 

of historical 

events, 

 “Come Fly With Me! 

America’” is a thematic 

unit, based on North and 

Central America, with a 

key focus on geography 

and history. It begins 

with the location of 

countries and states 

before learning about the 

discovery of America and 

the Native American 

people. Pupils will also 

study weather and 

climate, as well as human 

and physical features. 

The unit ends with an 

explanation of ‘The 

American Dream’, whilst 

examining the values of 

freedom and tolerance. 

 

 

 Investigate using an 

increasing range of 

primary and secondary 

sources of information  

Analyse evidence and 

draw conclusions  

Identify a range of 

geographical processes 

that cause change in the 

physical and human world 

in different places Ge48 

Use appropriate 

geographical vocabulary 

In your element is a 

thematic unit 

focusing on the 

four elements: 

Earth Fire, Water, 

Air with a key 

focus on 

Geography.   

This unit looks into 

the geographical 

aspects of 

catastrophes such 

as Earthquakes, 

volcanic eruptions 

and Hurricanes.  

Pupils will also 

focus on the 

materials and 

sediments 

deposited in 

different areas.  

 

Ask suitable 

geographical 

questions leading 

to investigation 

Investigate using 

an increasing range 

of primary and 

secondary sources 

of information 

Analyse evidence 

and draw 

conclusions 

Identify a range of 

“You’re Not Invited” is 

a thematic unit, based 

around invaders with a 

key focus on history. 

It begins by looking at 

the concept of 

invasion, before 

focusing especially on 

the Romans, learning 

about important 

Roman figures and 

their reasons for 

invading other 

countries. Pupils will 

also learn about 

sources of evidence 

and their reliability. 

 

 

History: 

Investigate the 

characteristic 

features of, and 

changes within, 

periods of history. 

Devise historically 

valid questions about 

change, similarity and 

difference and 

investigate possible 

answers. Investigate 

events in the past 

using primary and 

secondary sources 

Identify and describe 

“Full of Beans” is a 

thematic unit, with a 

key focus on 

geography. It begins 

with pupils learning 

about different types 

of beans, how and 

where beans are grown 

and their nutritional 

value. They go on to 

look at beans as a 

source of energy, 

before moving on to 

learn about energy 

sources generally, 

both renewable and 

non-renewable. A 

business enterprise 

element enables pupils 

to create and sell bean 

smoothies. 

 

 

Ask questions, 

explore, describe and 

explain geographical 

patterns, similarities, 

differences and 

physical and human 

processes Ge54 

Collect and record 

evidence 

independently  

Investigate ways in 

which environments 

 ‘The Rescuers’ is 

a competency-

based thematic 

unit with a 

history focus, 

telling the story 

of a hero and 

heroine travelling 

on board the 

doomed ship, the 

Titanic. Pupils will 

learn all about 

their 

achievements and 

legacy. 

 

History: 

Devise 

historically valid 

questions about 

change, similarity 

and difference 

and investigate 

possible answers.  

Investigate 

events in the 

past using 

primary and 

secondary 

sources. 

Identify and 

describe reasons 

for and results 

of historical 



materials, equipment and 

processes   

Communicate design ideas 

in different ways e.g. 

discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-sectional 

and exploded diagrams, 

prototypes, pattern pieces 

and computer-aided design 

 

Draw on and use various 

sources of information, 

including ICT sources 

Generate and clarify ideas 

for products, considering 

intended purpose  

Plan what they have to do, 

suggesting a sequence of 

actions and alternatives if 

needed  

Choose how to 

communicate design ideas 

as they develop, 

considering use and 

purpose 

 

 

situations and 

changes 

Recognise 

primary and 

secondary 

sources they 

have already 

studied  

Identify and 

describe the 

effects of some 

economic, 

technological and 

scientific 

developments 

Place events, 

people and 

changes into 

correct periods 

of time Use 

dates and 

vocabulary 

relating to the 

passing of time, 

including ancient, 

modern, BC, BCE, 

AD, century and 

decade 

Interpret 

historical 

evidence Hi41 

Select and 

organise relevant 

historical 

information, 

making 

appropriate use 

of dates and 

terms   

to communicate in a 

variety of ways Ge49 Use 

atlases, globes, maps and 

digital /computer 

mapping at a range of 

scales 

 

 

History: 

Identify and describe 

reasons for and results 

of historical events, 

situations and changes 

Recognize social, cultural, 

religious and ethnic 

diversity of societies 

Use an increasing depth 

of factual knowledge to 

describe past societies 

and periods and make 

some links between them 

  

geographical 

processes that 

cause change in the 

physical and human 

world in different 

places Use atlases, 

globes, maps and 

digital /computer 

mapping at a range 

of scales   

Use appropriate 

field work 

techniques and 

instruments to 

observe, measure 

and record human 

and physical 

features in the 

local area  

Ask questions, 

explore, describe 

and explain 

geographical 

patterns, 

similarities, 

differences and 

physical and human 

processes   

Collect and record 

evidence 

independently 

Observe and 

explain how human 

patterns are 

influenced by both 

human and physical 

features   

Use and select 

primary and 

secondary sources 

reasons for and 

results of historical 

events, situations and 

changes 

Recognize primary and 

secondary sources 

Identify and describe 

the effects of some 

economic, 

technological and 

scientific 

developments Place 

events, people and 

changes into correct 

periods of time  Use 

dates and vocabulary 

relating to the passing 

of time, including 

ancient, modern, CE, 

BC, BCE, AD, century 

and decade  Interpret 

historical evidence  

Select and organize 

relevant historical 

information, making 

appropriate use of 

dates and terms  

Investigate using an 

increasing range of 

primary and secondary 

sources of information 

Analyse evidence and 

draw conclusions  Use 

appropriate 

geographical 

vocabulary to 

communicate in a 

variety of ways  

 Use atlases, globes, 

maps and digital 

can be managed 

sustainably and why 

this is important now 

and, in the future,  

Identify and explain 

different views that 

people, including 

themselves, hold about 

topical geographical 

issues  

Observe and explain 

how human patterns 

are influenced by both 

human and physical 

features  

Use and select 

primary and secondary 

sources of information 

and evidence, suggest 

conclusions and 

present findings in a 

variety of ways 

 

events, situations 

and changes 

Recognize 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

Identify and 

describe the 

effects of some 

economic, 

technological and 

scientific 

developments 

Use dates and 

vocabulary 

relating to the 

passing of time, 

including ancient, 

modern, BC, BCE, 

AD, century and 

decade 

Interpret 

historical 

evidence 

Select and 

organize relevant 

historical 

information, 

making 

appropriate use 

of dates and 

terms. 

Recognize that 

the past is 

represented and 

interpreted in 

different ways 

and give reasons 

for this. 



Devise 

historically valid 

questions about 

change, cause, 

similarity and 

difference and 

investigate to 

and possible 

answers  

Recognise that 

the past is 

represented and 

interpreted in 

different ways 

and give reasons 

for this   

Use an increasing 

depth of factual 

knowledge to 

describe past 

societies and 

periods and make 

some links 

between them 

Suggest possible 

omissions and 

the means of 

finding out 

Select and 

combine 

information from 

different 

sources   

Recall, select, 

organise and 

communicate 

historical 

information in a 

variety of ways 

of information and 

evidence, suggest 

conclusions and 

present findings in 

a variety of ways 

Use atlases, 

globes, maps and 

digital /computer 

mapping at a range 

of scales, including 

four and six-figure 

grid references 

Use and select 

appropriate ICT to 

help in 

geographical 

investigations 

/computer mapping at 

a range of scales 

  

  

Recognize and 

understand the 

broad chronology 

of major events 

in the UK, and 

some key events 

in the wider 

world, from 

ancient 

civilizations to 

the present day, 

and locate within 

this the periods, 

events and 

changes they 

have already 

studied 

Use an increasing 

depth of factual 

knowledge to 

describe past 

societies and 

periods and make 

some links 

between them  

  



KS3 

Key stage 3 History is taught through the OCR Entry Level Certificate in History 

Course content 

The Entry Level History course allows pupils to develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies in local, 
British and wider world history. Pupils will develop and extend their knowledge of the wide diversity of human experience and develop an awareness of why 
people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed about them. 
Pupils will engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers and develop the ability to ask relevant 
questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context. 

The Entry Level course is comprised of 3 units and pupils must complete all 3 units. 

In unit 1 pupils complete a thematic study of one topic from: 

• Crime and punishment 

• People’s health  

• Migration  

• War and British society 

• Power, Monarchy and Democracy  
  

In unit 2 pupils complete a depth study of one topic from: 

• Germany 1925-1955 

• The USA 1919-1974 

• Normans 1065-1087 

• Elizabethans 1580-1603 

• The making of America 1789-1900 

• The Viking age 750c- 1050 

• Britain: War and Peace 1900-18 

• International relations 1918-2001  



In unit 3 learners choose either a site or an individual to study and complete two pieces of work: 

• A biography (of the person) or guide (to the site) 

• An essay on the importance and impact of their site or individual over time. 

 Assessment: Unit 1 and Unit 2 are assessed through an end of unit written exam question paper with a mixture of short answer questions, source 
evaluation techniques and essay style questions.  

Unit 3 allows learners to develop a biography on a famous historical figure or guide to a local historical site of interest using the below criteria as set by the 
subject teacher. 

For some pupils in KS3 and KS4 who are not able to fully access the Entry Level curriculum, they may be working on small step AQA units to 

build their History Knowledge. There is an extensive catalogue of 600+ small step units from the AQA single unit award scheme. 

Examples of units that could be studied include:  

• Victorian Workhouses 

• Henry VIII 
 

These units require pupils to study experience of the period, knowledge of key facts from the period including dates and people and show an understanding 

of reasoning for historical events. 

The qualification is graded at Entry Level 1,2 or 3. Learners may progress onto a GCSE level history course by building upon the knowledge gained on the 
Entry Level Course by studying the units in further depth alongside additional units. 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Map of Course content 

Entry Level R435 History  

One from:  One From   Both Studies of  

Migration to Britain 1000-2010  Germany 1925–55  A 150-word biography (of the person) or guide (to the site)  

War and British Society 790-2010  The USA 1919–74  A 250-word explanation of the importance and impact of their site or 
individual over time.  

Power, Monarchy and 
Democracy  Britain 1000-2014  

Normans 1065–1087    

Crime and Punishment  Elizabethans 1580–1603    

People’s Health  The Making of America 1789–1900    

  The Viking Age c. 750–c. 1050    

  Britain: Peace and War 1900–18    

  International Relations 1918–2001.    

 
 
 

Entry Level History Topics 

Topic 
Germany 
1925-55 

Topic The 
People’s 
health 
1250-
present 

Topic 
Crime and 
Punishme
nt 1250-
present 

Topic The 
Making of 
America 

Topic 
Elizabetha
ns 1580-
1603 

Topic The 
Norman 
Conquest 
1065-1087 

Topic 
Britain in 
Peace and 
War 

Topic 
Migration 
to Britain 
1000-
present 

Topic War 
and 
British 
Society 

Topic The 
USA 1919-
1948 

Topic 
Power, 
Monarchy 
and 
Democrac
y in 
Britain 

Topic 
Internatio
nal 
Relations 

Topic The 
Viking 
Expansion 
from 750-
1050 

Topic 
Castles 
form and 
function 
including 
study of a 
historical 
site 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
Medieval 
Britain 
c.1250–
c.1500 
The 
characteris
tic 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
Medieval 
Britain 
c.1250–
c.1500 
The 
characteris
tic 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
America’s 
expansion 
1789–
1838 
How and 
why the 
USA 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
Elizabeth 
and 
governme
nt - Issue: 
The power 
of the 
queen  

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
England 
on the eve 
of the 
conquest - 
Issue: The 
character 
of late 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
Wealth - 
Issue: 
Tensions 
in 
Edwardian 
society  

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
c.100
0–
1500 
Population 
diversity in 
England 
before 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
c.790
–
c.150
0 
Viking 
raids on 
Anglo-

The pupils 
will be 
learning:  
Part 1: The 
‘Roaring 
Twenties” 
The US 
economy 
in the 
‘Roaring 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
Conflict 
and co-
operation 
1918–
1939  
The 
Versailles 

The pupils 
will be 
learning: 
Homeland
s   
The 
Vikings in 
Scandinavi
a: 
landscape, 

Demonstra
te 
knowledge 
and 
understan
ding of the 
key 
features 
and 
characteris



The 
rise and 
consoli
dation 
of the 
Nazi 
regime 
1925–
1934 
Strengths 
and 
weaknesses 
of the 
Weimar 
Republic 
1925–1928, 
including 
Nazi policies 
in the 1920s 
and the 
position of 
the party in 
1928 
The impact 
of the 
Depression 
on different 
groups in 
Germany 
The political, 
social and 
economic 
crisis of 
1929–1933 
Rising 
support for 
Nazis 1929–
1933 
The Nazi 
consolidation 
of power 
1933–1934, 
including the 
Reichstag 
Fire, the 
suspension 
of the 
Weimar 
constitution 
and the 
Enabling Act, 
the elections 
of March 
1933, the 
takeover 
of/or 
collaboration 
with key 
institutions 
(particularly 
the army), 
and the 

features of 
medieval 
Britain: an 
overview 
Living 
conditions
: housing, 
food, 
clean 
water and 
waste.  
Responses 
to the 
Black 
Death: 
beliefs and 
actions  
Approache
s to public 
health in 
late-
medieval 
towns and 
monasteri
es  
Early 
Modern 
Britain 
c.1500–
c.1750 
Cultural, 
social and 
economic 
change 
including 
the 
growth of 
towns: an 
overview  
Changing 
living 
conditions
: housing, 
food, 
clean 

features of 
medieval 
Britain: an 
overview 
Crimes 
and 
criminals 
in 
medieval 
Britain 
Enforcing 
law and 
order 
including 
policing 
and 
different 
types of 
court 
Punishing 
offenders: 
capital 
punishme
nt, fines, 
whipping, 
public 
humiliatio
n and 
imprisonm
ent  
Early 
Modern 
Britain 
c.1500–
c.1750 
Major 
religious, 
political 
and social 
changes: 
an 
overview 
The 
changing 
nature of 
crime 

expanded, 
from 1789 
to 1838 
The 
expansion 
of 
southern 
cotton 
plantation
s and of 
slavery, 
1793–
1838 
The 
removal of 
indigenous 
people 
from the 
east, 
1830–
1838  
The West 
1839–
1860 
The 
culture of 
the Plains 
Indians 
including a 
case study 
of the 
Lakota 
Sioux 
The 
journeys 
of the 
early 
migrants 
to 
California 
and 
Oregon; 
the 
Mormon 
settlement 
of Utah 

Elizabeth 
and her 
court: 
patronage, 
the Privy 
Council 
and the 
rebellion 
of the Earl 
of Essex  
Elizabeth 
and her 
parliament
s including 
opposition 
from 
Puritans  
Elizabeth 
and her 
people 
including 
local 
governme
nt and 
propagand
a  
Catholics - 
Issue: The 
nature and 
extent of a 
Catholic 
threat 
The 
enforceme
nt of 
Elizabeth’s 
religious 
settlement 
after 1580 
Catholic 
links 
abroad, 
plots 
against 
Elizabeth, 
and the 

Anglo-
Saxon 
England  
The 
nature, 
structure 
and 
diversity 
of late 
Anglo-
Saxon 
society 
Religion in 
late Anglo-
Saxon 
England 
Anglo-
Saxon 
culture: 
buildings, 
art and 
literature  
Invasion 
and 
victory - 
Issue: 
How and 
why 
William of 
Normandy 
became 
King of 
England in 
1066 
Norman 
society, 
culture 
and 
warfare 
pre-1066 
The 
succession 
crisis of 
1066 
The 
battles of 

Britain’s 
power and 
wealth at 
the 
beginning 
of the 
twentieth 
century: 
an 
overview 
of 
industry, 
empire, 
military 
strength, 
technolog
y and 
cities 
Class 
distinction
s: the lives 
of the 
upper, 
middle 
and 
working 
classes 
Rowntree’
s 
investigati
on into the 
nature of 
poverty  
Politics - 
Issue: 
Threats to 
political 
stability 
Strengths 
and 
weaknesse
s of the 
establishe
d parties 
and the 
rise of the 

1066; the 
impact of 
the 
Norman 
Conquest; 
Resistance 
to the 
Normans 
in 
William’s 
reign. 
Jews in 
England: 
their first 
arrival in 
1066 and 
their 
treatment 
and 
experience
s until 
their 
expulsion 
in 1290. 
Immigrant
s in 
England 
during the 
Middle 
Ages: the 
lives and 
impact of 
resident 
‘aliens’; 
their 
treatment 
by the 
authorities 
and the 
population 
generally; 
the extent 
to which 
they 
integrated. 

Saxon 
England 
790–1066: 
impact of 
the raids; 
responses 
to the 
raids. 
The 
Norman 
Conquest: 
English 
resistance; 
the 
establishm
ent of 
Norman 
control 
under 
William I; 
the 
establishm
ent of the 
Feudal 
system; 
the extent 
of the 
impact of 
the 
changes 
introduced 
by the 
Normans 
on 
different 
levels of 
society. 
Feudal 
society 
c.1100–
1215: 
feudal 
relationshi
p between 
monarchs 
and 

Twenties’, 
including 
Republica
n party 
policies 
and 
ideology; 
Areas of 
industry 
and social 
groups 
that did, 
and did 
not, 
experience 
prosperity; 
The US 
governme
nt and 
women in 
the 1920s, 
including 
women’s 
rights 
movement
s and the 
Sheppard-
Towner 
Act; 
Causes, 
aims, 
implement
ation and 
failure of 
prohibitio
n; 
Prejudice 
and 
discrimina
tion in US 
society, 
including 
the Jim 
Crow Laws 
and the Ku 
Klux Klan; 

Key 
topic: 
c.100
0–
c.148
5 
Anglo-
Saxon 
kingship 
c.1000–
1066: the 
basis of 
kingship; 
the power 
and 
responsibil
ities of the 
kings; 
relations 
between 
the kings 
and the 
thegns; 
Different 
claims to 
the throne 
in 1066: 
the 
Norman 
invasion, 
including 
the 
establishm
ent of the 
Norman 
monarchy 
and the 
transfer of 
power 
from 
Saxons to 
Normans 
at all 
levels of 
society; 
the extent 

Peace 
Settlement
; the 
League of 
Nations in 
the 1920s; 
internatio
nal 
agreement
s in the 
1920s  
(Dawes 
Plan 1924, 
Locarno 
1925, 
Kellogg-
Briand 
1928, 
Young Plan 
1929); 
attempts 
at 
disarmam
ent.  
The 
impact of 
the 
worldwide 
economic 
depression
.  
Tension in 
Europe in 
the 1930s, 
including 
the failure 
of the 
League of 
Nations, 
the policy 
of 
Appeasem
ent and  
outbreak 
of war in 
1939.  

society 
and 
everyday 
life   
Viking 
ships, 
seafaring 
and trade 
c.750  
Viking 
beliefs and 
rituals   
Volga 
Vikings  
The 
changing 
nature of 
Viking 
(Rus) trade 
and 
settlement 
in Russia 
from c.750  
The nature 
of Viking 
trade and 
interaction 
with the 
Arab world  
Viking 
relations 
with 
Constantin
ople and 
the 
Byzantine 
Empire   
Raiders 
and 
Invaders   
The nature 
and causes 
of Viking 
raids in 
Britain, 
Ireland, 

tics of the 
periods 
studied. 
 
Analyse, 
evaluate 
and make 
substantiat
ed 
judgement
s about 
interpretat
ions 
(including 
how and 
why 
interpretat
ions may 
differ) in 
the 
context of 
historical 
events 
studied. 
 
Analyse, 
evaluate 
and use 
sources 
(contempo
rary to the 
period) to 
make 
substantiat
ed 
judgement
s, in the 
context of 
historical 
events 
studied. 
 
Explain 
and 
analyse 
historical 



elimination 
of opposition 
(including 
trade unions, 
opposition 
parties and 
the SA). 
Nazi 
Germa
ny and 
its 
people 
1933–
1939 
Elements of 
the Nazi 
terror state, 
including the 
SA, SS, 
Gestapo, SD, 
courts and 
police 
Nazi use of 
culture and 
propaganda 
The personal 
popularity of 
Hitler 
Attempts to 
create a 
National 
Community; 
Economic 
policies of 
the Nazi 
regime and 
their effects 
on sections 
of German 
society 
(winners and 
losers) 
Nazi social 
policies, 
including 
policies on 
women and 
youth 
The lack of 
effective 
opposition to 
the regime 
Persecution 
of Jews and 
other groups, 
including 
Roma, 
Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 
and 
homosexuals 

water and 
waste  
Responses 
to 
outbreaks 
of plague 
including 
national 
plague 
orders and 
local 
reactions  
The 
impact of 
local and 
national 
governme
nt on 
public 
health 
including 
measures 
to improve 
the urban 
environme
nt and the 
governme
nt 
response 
to the gin 
craze, 
1660–
1751  
Industrial 
Britain, 
c.1750–
c.1900 
Industrialis
ation, the 
growth of 
major 
cities and 
political 
change: an 
overview  

including 
vagrancy, 
moral 
crime and 
witchcraft 
Enforcing 
law and 
order 
including 
secular 
and 
church 
courts and 
the roles 
of 
different 
law 
enforcers 
Changes in 
punishme
nt 
including 
the 
introducti
on of the 
‘Bloody 
Code’  
Industrial 
Britain, 
c.1750–
c.1900 
The 
enlighten
ment, 
urbanisati
on and 
political 
change: an 
overview 
Crimes 
and 
criminals 
in 
industrial 
Britain 
including 

The nature 
and 
impact of 
the 
Californian 
Gold Rush 
(1848–
1849) and 
the 
consequen
ces of the 
Pikes Peak 
Gold Rush 
(1858–
1859) 
Civil War 
and 
Reconstru
ction 
1861–
1877 
Divisions 
over 
slavery 
and the 
causes of 
the Civil 
War 
The 
African 
American 
experience 
of the Civil 
War, 
1861–
1865 
Reconstru
ction and 
continuing 
limitations 
to African 
American 
liberty  
Settlemen
t and 
conflict on 

Elizabetha
n spy 
network 
Mary 
Queen of 
Scots, the 
Armada 
and war 
with Spain  
Daily lives 
- Issue: 
The nature 
and 
dynamics 
of 
Elizabetha
n society  
The 
contrastin
g lives of 
rich, 
middling 
and poor 
Elizabetha
ns  
Family life: 
husbands 
and wives, 
parents 
and 
children, 
wider 
kinship 
Poverty: 
its causes, 
Elizabetha
n 
explanatio
ns and 
responses  
Popular 
culture 
Issue: 
“Merry 
England”? 

Fulford, 
Stamford 
Bridge and 
Hastings 
Resistance 
and 
response 
Issue: The 
establishm
ent of 
Norman 
rule 
between 
1067 and 
1071 
First 
uprisings 
against 
Norman 
rule 
including 
resistance 
in the 
west and 
in Mercia  
Northern 
resistance 
and 
William’s 
‘Harrying 
of the 
North’ 
The 
rebellion 
of 
Hereward 
in the east 
and the 
end of 
English 
resistance  
Castles - 
Issue: The 
nature 
and 
purpose 

Labour 
Party 
The Liberal 
reforms, 
the 
People’s 
Budget, 
the clash 
with the 
Lords and 
the 
Parliament 
Act of 
1911 
The 
challenge 
from 
militant 
labour 
including 
the crisis 
years 
between 
1910 and 
1914  
Women -
Issue: The 
nature 
and extent 
of support 
for 
women’s 
suffrage 
Women’s 
lives at the 
beginning 
of the 
twentieth 
century 
The 
campaigns 
for the 
vote: 
suffragists, 
suffragette
s, support 

c.150
0–
1900 
Africans in 
sixteenth-
century 
England: 
reasons 
for their 
arrival; 
their 
experience
s. 
The 
foundation 
of the East 
India 
Company 
and 
arrivals 
from the 
Indian 
subcontin
ent – 
lascar and 
other 
Asian 
merchant 
seamen, 
child 
servants 
and ayahs, 
including 
how they 
arrived 
and their 
lives in 
England. 
The 
growth of 
African 
communiti
es in 
Britain: 
reasons 
including 

barons; 
breakdow
ns in the 
relationshi
p under 
Stephen 
1135–
1154 and 
John 
1214–
1216. 
Significanc
e of war in 
medieval 
society 
c.1290–
c.1450: 
changing 
nature of 
war and its 
effects; 
developm
ent and 
adaptation 
of feudal 
service; 
financial 
cost of 
war; 
impact on 
population
s where 
armies 
fought or 
were 
stationed. 
c.150
0–
c.175
0 
Elizabeth 
I’s wars 
with Spain 
in Europe 
and in the 
new 

The Red 
Scare, 
including 
the Palmer 
Raids and 
Sacco and 
Vanzetti; 
Restriction
s on 
immigratio
n 
throughou
t the 
1920s; 
attempts 
to combat 
prejudice, 
including 
the NAACP 
and the 
UNIA. 
Part 
2: The 
1930s 
and 
the 
New 
Deal 
Economic 
and social 
effects of 
the Great 
Depressio
n and 
governme
nt 
response; 
Presidenti
al election 
campaigns 
of 1932; 
Roosevelt 
and the 
First New 
Deal: the 
Hundred 

of the 
power of 
the 
monarch 
and the 
barons by 
1087; 
Struggles 
over 
power: 
John and 
Magna 
Carta; 
emergenc
e of 
Parliament 
in the 
reigns of 
Henry III 
and 
Edward I, 
including 
the role 
and 
importanc
e of Simon 
de 
Montfort; 
deposition 
of Richard 
II in 1389; 
and 
Wars of 
the Roses. 
Key 
topic: 
c.148
5–
c.180
0 
Tudor 
governme
nt: growth 
of royal 
power 
under 

The Cold 
War in 
Europe 
1945–
1961: 
Rising 
Tensions  
Actions of 
the USSR 
in Eastern 
Europe 
1945–
1948 and 
response 
of USA 
and its 
allies, 
including 
conferenc
es at  
Yalta and 
Potsdam.  
The 
division of 
Germany; 
the 
Truman 
Doctrine 
and the 
Marshall 
Plan; the 
Berlin 
Blockade 
and Airlift.  
Developm
ent of 
NATO and 
the 
Warsaw 
Pact.  
The 
building of 
the Berlin 
Wall 1961 
and its 
effects on 

the 
Scottish 
Islands 
and 
France, 
793–850  
The nature 
of Viking 
warfare: 
warships, 
warriors 
and tactics  
The ‘great 
heathen 
army’ in 
England 
and the 
establishm
ent of 
Danelaw, 
865–879   
Settlers  
The nature 
and extent 
of Viking 
settlement 
in the 
British 
Isles and 
France  
Viking life 
in Jorvik  
The nature 
and extent 
of Viking 
settlement 
across the 
Atlantic 
including 
Iceland, 
Greenland 
and North 
America   
Kings  
Harald 
Bluetooth, 

events and 
periods 
studied 
using 
second-
order 
historical 
concepts, 
such as 
causation, 
consequen
ce and 
significanc
e, change 
and 
continuity 
over time.  
 
Understan
ding the 
Developm
ent of 
Castles: 
Students 
will 
explore 
the 
evolution 
of castles 
from the 
early 
motte and 
bailey 
structures 
to the 
more 
complex 
stone 
fortresses. 
Analyzing 
Architectu
ral 
Features: 
Students 
will 
examine 



Eugenics 
policies. 
War 
and its 
legacy 
1939–
1955 
Initial 
reaction to 
outbreak of 
war; 
changing 
fortunes of 
Germany in 
the war 
(initial gains 
and 
colonisation 
in East) 
Growing 
impact of 
war, 
including 
bombing; 
extent of 
support for 
war effort 
Opposition 
during war 
Escalation of 
racial 
persecution 
leading to 
the Final 
Solution 
Defeat and 
occupation 
Allied policy 
of de-
Nazification 
(methods and 
impact) 
The differing 
experiences 
of people in 
East and 
West 
Germany 
1945–1955. 
 

Urban 
living 
conditions 
in the 
early 
nineteenth 
century: 
housing, 
food, 
clean 
water and 
waste 
Responses 
to cholera 
epidemics 
Public 
health 
reform in 
the 
nineteenth 
century 
including 
the Public 
Health 
Acts and 
local 
initiatives  
Britain 
since c. 
1900 
Economic, 
political, 
social and 
cultural 
change: an 
overview 
Living 
conditions 
and 
lifestyles: 
housing, 
food, air 
quality 
and 
inactivity 

the 
increase in 
crime in 
the first 
half of the 
nineteenth 
century 
The 
introducti
on and 
developm
ent of the 
police 
force 
Changes in 
punishme
nt 
including 
the 
growth of 
prisons, 
transporta
tion to 
Australia 
and prison 
reform  
Britain 
since 
c.1900 
Major 
technologi
cal, social 
and 
political 
changes: 
an 
overview 
Changes in 
the crime 
rate and in 
types of 
crime 
Changes in 
law 
enforceme
nt 

the Plains 
1861–
1877 
The causes 
and nature 
of white 
American 
exploitatio
n of the 
Plains: 
railroads, 
ranches 
and cow 
towns 
Homestea
ders: living 
and 
farming on 
the Plains 
The Indian 
Wars 
including 
Little 
Crow’s 
War 
(1862), 
Red 
Cloud’s 
War 
(1865–
1868) and 
the Great 
Sioux War 
(1876–
1877)  
American 
cultures 
1877–
1900 
Changes 
to the 
Plains 
Indians’ 
way of life 
including 
the impact 

Theatres 
and their 
opponents 
The 
Puritan 
attack on 
popular 
pastimes 
The 
persecutio
n of 
witches  
The wider 
world 
Issue: The 
nature and 
significanc
e of 
England’s 
connectio
ns with 
the wider 
world 
Imperial 
ambition: 
the 
motives 
and 
achieveme
nts of 
Elizabetha
n 
adventure
rs 
Roanoke: 
England’s 
attempt at 
an 
American 
colony 
Trade with 
the east, 
including 
first 
contacts 
with India 

of 
Norman 
castles in 
England to 
1087 
Pre 
conquest 
fortificatio
ns and the 
first 
Norman 
castles in 
England  
The 
distributio
n and 
design of 
Norman 
castles in 
England to 
1087  
The 
purpose of 
Norman 
castles in 
England 
including 
their 
military 
and 
economic 
functions  
Conquest 
and 
control 
Issue: The 
impact of 
the 
Norman 
Conquest 
on English 
society to 
1087  
Domesday 
Book, its 
creation 

and 
opposition 
The 
relationshi
p between 
Governme
nt 
responses 
and 
changes to 
the 
campaigns
, 1910–
1914  
Empire - 
Issue: 
British 
attitudes 
towards 
the 
Empire 
Differing 
attitudes 
towards 
the British 
Empire at 
the 
beginning 
of the 
twentieth 
century 
including 
responses 
to the 
Boer War 
India: 
differing 
British 
attitudes 
toward 
the Raj, 
1900–
1914  
Ireland: 
differing 
attitudes 

the Royal 
African 
Company 
and the 
trade in 
enslaved 
Africans, 
loss of the 
American 
colonies 
and the 
expansion 
of the 
British 
Empire. 
The 
readmissio
n of Jews 
in 1656 
and their 
experience
s; 
Religious 
refugees – 
the arrival 
of 
Protestant 
refugees 
from the 
1670s 
including 
the 
Huguenots 
and the 
Palatines: 
their 
reasons 
for 
emigrating
, their 
reception, 
their 
impact, 
and the 
extent of 
their 

world, 
their 
impact on 
the 
prestige 
and power 
of the 
monarch 
and 
relations 
with 
Parliament
; the 
actions of 
English 
privateers, 
including 
their 
impact on 
the 
security, 
economy 
and the 
people of 
England. 
Warfare 
on the 
English-
Scottish 
borders 
and its 
impact on 
border 
society 
c.1500–
c.1600. 
The Civil 
Wars of 
1642–
1651 in 
England, 
Scotland 
and 
Ireland: 
the nature 
of these 

Days, 
Alphabet 
Agencies, 
including 
Agricultur
al 
Adjustmen
t Agency, 
Civilian 
Conservati
on Corps, 
Federal 
Emergenc
y 
Administra
tion, 
National 
Recovery 
Administra
tion and 
the 
Tennessee 
Valley 
Authority; 
The 
Second 
New Deal, 
including 
Works 
Progress 
Administra
tion, Social 
Security 
Act, 
Wagner 
Act, 
Resettlem
ent 
Administra
tion and 
Farm 
Security 
Administra
tion; 
Reactions 
to, and 

Henry VIII; 
the role of 
Parliament 
under 
Henry VIII 
and 
Elizabeth I; 
Defeat and 
return of 
monarchy: 
Charles I’s 
personal 
rule 1629–
1640; the 
Civil Wars 
and the 
abolition 
of the 
monarchy; 
the 
Restoratio
n of the 
monarchy 
in 1660; 
James II’s 
rule and 
the 
reasons 
for the 
1688 
Revolution 
(The 
Glorious 
Revolution
); the 
legacy of 
the 
Glorious 
Revolution 
including 
the Bill of 
Rights; the 
developm
ent of 
Parliament 
under 

internatio
nal 
relations.  
Cold War 
confrontat
ions and 
conflict 
1954–
1975  
The Cuban 
Missile 
Crisis 
1962.  
Origins of 
US 
involveme
nt in 
Vietnam 
1954-65.  
The 
Vietnam 
War: US 
tactics and 
their 
consequen
ces; 
Vietcong 
tactics and 
their 
consequen
ces.  
US 
withdrawa
l from 
Vietnam 
including 
opposition 
in the USA 
to the war.  
The end of 
the war 
and its 
impact on 
internatio
nal 
relations. 

Jelling and 
the 
conversion 
of the 
Vikings to 
Christianit
y  
Svein 
Forkbeard 
and his 
invasions 
of England  
Cnut’s 
Anglo-
Scandinavi
an Empire, 
1016–
1035 

the key 
architectur
al features 
of castles, 
such as 
towers, 
walls, 
gates, and 
moats, 
and 
understan
d their 
purposes 
and 
effectivene
ss. 
Evaluating 
Historical 
Sources: 
Students 
will 
develop 
skills in 
evaluating 
various 
historical 
sources, 
including 
maps, 
drawings, 
and 
document
s, to 
understan
d the 
constructi
on and use 
of castles. 
Exploring 
the Role of 
Castles in 
Society: 
Students 
will learn 
about the 
different 



Responses 
to Spanish 
Influenza 
and AIDS 
Growing 
governme
nt 
involveme
nt in 
public 
health 
including 
pollution 
controls, 
anti-
smoking 
initiatives 
and the 
promotion 
of healthy 
lifestyles 
 

including 
the use of 
new 
technolog
y 
Changes in 
punishme
nt 
including 
the 
abolition 
of capital 
punishme
nt and 
changes in 
prisons 
 

of 
reservatio
ns and the 
destructio
n of the 
buffalo 
The 
impact of 
economic, 
social and 
political 
change on 
the lives of 
African 
Americans 
o The 

gro
wth 
of 
big 
busi
ness
, 
citie
s 
and 
mas
s 
migr
atio
n 

 

 and 
purpose  
The social 
structure 
of Norman 
England 
including 
changes in 
land 
ownership 
and the 
elite  
Changes 
and 
continuitie
s: 
language, 
laws and 
Church 
 

to the 
Home Rule 
crisis, 
1912–
1914  
War - 
Issue: 
Responses 
to the 
demands 
of total 
war 
Governme
nt policy 
and 
propagand
a in 
response 
to the 
changing 
demands 
of war 
including 
early 
recruitme
nt, 
conscriptio
n and 
DORA 
Men’s 
responses 
to the 
demands 
of the war 
including 
volunteeri
ng, pals’ 
battalions 
and 
conscienti
ous 
objection 
Women’s 
responses 
to the 
demands 

assimilatio
n. 
Impact of 
the 
Industrial 
Revolution 
on 
migration: 
Irish and 
Scottish 
internal 
migrants 
to 
England; 
the impact 
of 
migrants 
on 
political 
movement
s including 
the 
Abolition 
movement 
and the 
Chartists; 
Eastern 
European 
Jewish 
immigrant
s, their 
experience
s and 
impact. 
The 
process of 
naturalisat
ion and 
denization
: 
governme
nt 
legislation 
on 
immigratio
n and 

wars; their 
impact on 
the people 
of 
England, 
Scotland 
and 
Ireland. 
The 
Jacobite 
Wars 1715 
and 1745: 
the impact 
on 
Scotland 
of the 
repression 
of the 
Jacobites. 
c.175
0–
c.201
0 
Imperial 
wars in 
the 18th 
and early 
19th 
centuries: 
gains 
made in 
Seven 
Years War 
(1756–
1763) and 
their 
effects on 
Britain. 
Wars 
against 
Revolution
ary / 
Napoleoni
c France 
and 
subsequen

impact of, 
the New 
Deals. 
Part 
3: The 
impac
t of 
the 
Secon
d 
World 
War 
on US 
societ
y    
The 
mobili
sation 
of the 
US 
peopl
e for 
the 
war 
effort, 
includ
ing 
propa
ganda 
camp
aigns, 
war 
produ
ction 
and 
its 
effect
s, the 
end 
of the 
Depre
ssion;I
ncrea
sed 
gover
nmen

William III 
and Anne; 
the 
emergenc
e of 
political 
parties 
and the 
developm
ent of a 
Parliament
ary 
monarchy 
in the 
course of 
the 1700s. 
Key 
topic: 
c.180
0–
2014 
The 
changing 
relationshi
p between 
Parliament 
and 
people 
c.1800 to 
c.1918: 
dissatisfact
ion with 
electoral 
system by 
early 
1800s; 
reasons 
for and 
impacts of 
the 
Parliament
ary 
Reform 
Acts of 
1832, 
1867 and 

roles 
castles 
played in 
medieval 
and early 
modern 
society, 
including 
their use 
as military 
fortificatio
ns, 
residences
, and 
administra
tive 
centers. 
Investigati
ng Specific 
Castles: 
Students 
will study 
specific 
castles, 
such as 
Kenilworth 
Castle, to 
understan
d their 
historical 
significanc
e and how 
they 
reflect 
broader 
historical 
trends. 
Connectin
g Castles 
to 
Historical 
Events: 
Students 
will 
explore 
how 



of the war 
including 
volunteeri
ng, 
employme
nt and 
developm
ent in the 
suffrage 
campaign 
 

nationality
, including 
the 
Naturalisat
ion Act of 
1870. 
1900–
c.201
0 
The 
continued 
growth of 
diverse 
port 
communiti
es in the 
early 
twentieth 
century. 
Governme
nt 
legislation 
in the first 
half of the 
twentieth 
century: 
the 
reasons 
for, and 
impact of, 
the Aliens 
Act 1905, 
the Status 
of Aliens 
Act 1914 
and the 
British 
Nationality 
Act 1948. 
The arrival 
of Jewish 
refugees 
in the 
1930s; 
different 
attitudes 

t effects 
on British 
society 
and 
politics. 
Imperial 
conflicts in 
the second 
half of the 
19th 
century: 
effects of 
the 
Crimean 
War; Boer 
Wars 
1880–
1881 and 
1899–
1902. 
The First 
and 
Second 
World 
Wars: the 
beginnings 
of ‘total 
war’, 
including 
the impact 
on 
people’s 
lives, 
increased 
state 
power and 
the 
changing 
relationshi
p between 
the state 
and the 
people. 
Post-1945 
conflicts – 
impacts 

t and 
Presid
ential 
powe
rs, 
includ
ing 
contr
ol of 
wages 
and 
prices
, 
respo
nse of 
popul
ation 
to US 
involv
emen
t in 
war; 
Social 
impac
t of 
the 
war, 
includ
ing 
ration
ing, 
tax on 
luxuri
es, 
housi
ng 
short
ages 
and 
an 
increa
se in 
divorc
e; 
wome
n and 

1884; the 
rise and 
effectiven
ess of 
mass 
Trade 
Unions 
and the 
Labour 
Party 
1880s–
1914; the 
struggle 
for the 
vote for 
women 
and the 
reasons 
why it was 
won for 
some 
women in 
1918. 
The 
changing 
relationshi
p between 
Parliament 
and 
people 
c.1914–
c.1980: 
governme
nt control 
in the 
world 
wars; the 
increased 
role of the 
state from 
1945 to 
c.1980; 
Challenges 
to 
Parliament 
c.1980 to 

castles 
were 
involved in 
significant 
historical 
events, 
such as 
wars, 
rebellions, 
and sieges, 
and their 
impact on 
these 
events. 
Understan
ding 
Changes 
Over Time: 
Students 
will 
analyze 
how the 
form and 
function of 
castles 
changed 
over time 
and what 
these 
changes 
reveal 
about 
broader 
historical 
developm
ents 
 



towards 
Jews in 
Britain in 
the 1930s; 
the 
experience
s of 
migrants 
and their 
descendan
ts during 
the two 
world 
wars; the 
experience 
of Poles 
who 
settled in 
Britain 
after the 
Second 
World 
War. 
Commonw
ealth 
migration 
after the 
Second 
World 
War: the 
varied 
reasons 
for this 
immigratio
n; the 
impact of 
immigrant
s; the 
experience
s of 
immigrant
s; the 
resulting 
debate 
over 
immigratio

and 
popular 
responses: 
Cold War 
and Britain 
in the 
1950s and 
1960s; IRA 
campaigns 
1969–
1994; the 
Iraq War 
2003; 
terrorist 
threats 
and 
counterme
asures 
post-2003. 
 

the 
war 
effort; 
Japan
ese 
intern
ment;
The 
war 
as the 
found
ation 
for 
the 
Civil 
Rights 
move
ment;
The 
Detroi
t Race 
Riots 
1943; 
Segre
gation 
within 
the 
milita
ry; 

Executive 
Order 
8802; 
Desegrega
tion of US 
troops in 
1948. 
 

early 
2000s: the 
Miners’ 
Strike 
1984–
1985, CND 
and 
Greenpeac
e; Prime 
Ministerial 
power 
under 
Thatcher 
and Blair; 
the 
devolution 
of power 
to regions 
of the UK; 
the 
challenges 
of 
coalition 
governme
nt. 
 
 



n – 
political 
racism and 
antiracism
; the 
impact of 
race 
relations 
legislation 
and 
immigratio
n controls 
including 
the 1962 
Commonw
ealth 
Immigrant
s Act and 
the 1981 
British 
Nationality 
Act. 
Immigratio
n as a 
political 
issue 
c.1990–
c.2010: 
the debate 
over a 
‘multi-
cultural 
society’; 
attitudes 
towards, 
and 
treatment 
of, political 
refugees 
and 
asylum 
seekers; 
the issues 
raised by 
EU ‘open 
borders’. 



KS4 
 

In Key stage 4 Pupils have the possibility to progress onto the OCR GCSE syllabus in History. 
 
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in History A has been designed to help learners explain and understand the world around us today. They will study a wide range of content 
options, and consider key themes which demonstrate the relevance of the past in understanding the present. Modern options will give learners a chance to 
study the narrative of 20th century international relations and the forces which shaped those relations with a view to assessing how far these forces are still 
shaping events today. Learners will also study one non-British country in depth, focusing on the key issue of the relationship between the people and the 
state. Our thematic options give learners the chance to study a broad sweep of British history, looking at themes that are just as relevant today as they were 
in the medieval and early modern periods, albeit sometimes in very different ways. This study in change and continuity will help to ground and expand learners’ 
understanding of the world that they live in today. British depth studies, which are linked to our thematic options, give learners the chance to learn about a 
fundamental issue in British history – one whose effects are still felt today. It is our intention that the depth study should be embedded in the thematic study, 
enhancing learners’ understanding of the main elements of both units. The site study is the final element – this is a site specified in this specification – that 
allows learners to study the historical environment. This site study will be connected to your theme. Our site resources will be produced in conjuction with 
English Heritage and the Black and Asian Studies Association (BASA). Students will study either Kenilworth Castle or an urban environment (South Shields in 
2019 and Spitalfields from 2020 onwards). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Map of Course content for GCSE History. 

 
 

To progress to GCSE R435 – The combination OPTIONS MUST BE FOLLOWED   

One from:  MUST DO  Both Studies (Entry level only)  AND one from  

Migration to Britain 
1000-2010  

International Relations: The 
changing international order 
1918–2001.  

A 150-word biography (of the  
person) or guide (to the site)  
  

The impact of Empire on Britain 1688-1730 AND  
Urban environments: Patterns of Migration   

War and British 
Society 790-2010  

And ANOTHER one of either:  A 250-word explanation of the  
importance and impact of their 
site  
or individual over time.  

The English reformation 1520-1550 AND  
Castles: Form and Function 1000-1750 (FOCUS KENILWORTH 
CASTLE)  

Power, Monarchy 
and Democracy 
Britain 1000-2014  

Germany 1925–55  FOR GCSE progression THIS 
STUDY MUST BE ON 
KENILWORTH CASTLE  

Personal rule to restoration 1629-1660 AND  
Castles: Form and Function 1000-1750 (FOCUS KENILWORTH 
CASTLE)  

  The USA 1919–74  
  

    

  

 

OCR History GCSE Specification 

Topic 
Migration 
to Britain 
1000-2010 

Topic  
Power: 
Monarchy 
and 
Democrac
y in Britain 
1000-2014 

Topic 
War and 
British 
Society 
790-2010 

Topic The 
Impact of 
Empire on 
Britian 
1688-1730 

Topic The 
English 
Reformati
on 1520-
1550 

Topic 
Personal 
rule and 
Restoratio
n 1629-
1660 

Topic 
Content of 
the study 
of the 
historic 
environme
nt 

Topic 
Urban 
Environme
nts: 
Patterns of 
Migration 

Topic 
Castles: 
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