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INTRODUCTION 

 

Dear Parents / Carers  

Today’s young people are growing up in a fast-changing world. Most will change careers several times 

in their working lives. Many will have the opportunity to work abroad or work for companies with 

international links. They will all experience changes brought on by increasing technological 

developments, greater globalisation and more reliance by employers on a multi-skilled, flexible 

workforce.  

We provide a curriculum that enables the majority of students to follow a broad and balanced 

programme of study, which will allow them access to many different pathways at the end of Year 11. 

At the same time, we also aim to give opportunities for students to specialise, to meet the needs of 

those with particular interests and strengths. Ours is a ‘personalised curriculum’: invaluable 

preparation for work, further training and academic study. 

Within the curriculum it is vital to note the importance of English, Mathematics, Science, extended life 

skills/PSHE, mandatory RSE (at the appropriate key stages), Duke of Edinburgh and physical education.  

Students will need to make two choices in their curriculum. The subjects on offer allow all students 

to take a path that meets their needs and interests, whilst at the same time allowing them to receive 

academic accreditation. 

I am sure you will agree that we are offering a very exciting curriculum. 

Kind regards 

 

Alicja Emmett 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS  

Details of the courses available, including the common core, are included in this booklet. 

You will be able to find out more detailed information about individual courses and be able to 

discuss these with your teachers. 

In addition to this booklet, you will receive a “Option Request Form”. 

We do hope that we are able to accommodate your choices and that you will be able to study them. 

However, some courses may be oversubscribed, and under-subscribed courses and these might not 

run. Should this happen, we will consult you about changing one of your choices.  

Once you have completed your “Option Request Form”, you need to return it to your form tutor by 

Friday 7th March.  

UNDERSTANDING THE QUALIFICATIONS  

 

AQA Unit Awards Entry Level qualification 

OCR 

Level 1 qualification 

Functional Skills Level 1 

Level 2 qualification 

BTEC Firsts 

Functional Skills Level 2* 

Edexcel 
Award/Certificate 

The Unit Award Scheme 
is an achievement 
scheme, rather than a 
qualification.   

This is similar to having  

1 GCSE grade 1 

 

This is similar to having  

1 GCSE at grade 1-3 

 

This is similar to having  

1 GCSE at grade 4-9 

 

 

Our aspiriation is that all children will leave City of Rochester school with 5 GCSE’s at grade 4-9 or 

*equivalent (level 2) to enable them to go on to further study. 



   

 

   

 

CORE CURRICULUM –  MANDATORY SUBEJCTS 

 

All pupils will have English, Maths, PSHE/LifeSkills, PE, ICT, Science, Duke of Edinburgh and Careers as 

part of their timetable.  

The next section contains details of the courses that will be formally accredited that all students will 

follow and are mandatory. 

Additional GCSEs not outlined will be catered for individually as need arises.  

Vocational pathways may be more appropriate for some students and bespoke programmes will be 

offered in partnership with external providers where necessary. This will be discussed with your child 

and you if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS ENGLISH 

The aim is for all students to be entered for Pearson Edexcel Functional Skills English at either Level 1 

or 2. Those that are capable may sit GCSE English. 

COURSE CONTENT 

A primary goal of Functional Skills English is to help students build confidence, fluency, and a positive 

attitude toward the language through practical application. Pupils should be able to demonstrate their 

competence in English by using it in real-world situations as well as demonstrating a sound grasp of 

basic English knowledge and skills. 

Students will: 

• Listen, understand and make relevant contributions to discussions with others in a range of 

contexts.  



   

 

 

 

• Apply their understanding of language to adapt delivery and content to suit audience and 

purpose.  

• Read a range of different text types confidently and fluently, applying their knowledge and 

understanding of texts to their own writing.  

• Write texts of varying complexity, with accuracy, effectiveness, and correct spelling, 

punctuation and grammar.  

• Understand the situations when, and audiences for which, planning, drafting and using 

formal language are important, and when they are less important.  

Students should be able to use these functional skills autonomously, applying them to a range of 

formal and informal contexts, in the workplace and in real life. 

ASSESSMENT 

Consists of: 

• one internally set and internally marked Speaking, listening and communicating assessment 

• one externally assessed Reading assessment and  

• one externally assessed Writing assessment.  
 
They are available as paper-based and onscreen, on demand assessments. 
The qualification is graded pass/fail. 
 

CAREERS 

Sports Journalist, Lawyer, Film Director, Public Relations Executive, Fashion Journalist, Author, 
Newsreader, Politician, Actor, Architect, Creative Director, Scriptwriter, Teacher, Customer Service, 
Retail and many, many more! 
 

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS MATHS  

Our aim is that all students are entered for Pearson Edexcel Functional Skills Maths at either Level 1 

or 2. Those that are capable may sit GCSE Maths 

COURSE CONTENT 

Functional Skills mathematics specifications should enable the student to gain confidence and fluency 

in and a positive attitude towards, and to develop behaviours such as persistence and logical thinking 

as they apply mathematical tools and approaches. 

Students will:  

• demonstrate their ability in mathematical skills and their ability to apply these, through 

appropriate reasoning and decision making, to solve realistic problems of increasing 

complexity. 

• be introduced to new areas of life and work so that they are exposed to concepts and 

problems which, while not of immediate concern, may be of value in later life.  

• develop an appreciation of the role played by mathematics in the world of work and in life 

generally. 



   

 

   

 

ASSESSMENT 

• Consists of one externally assessed assessment. 

• Each assessment comprises two sections – a non-calculator section (calculator 
prohibited) and a calculator section (calculator permitted). 

The assessments are available as paper-based and onscreen, on-demand assessment. 

The qualification is graded Pass/Fail. 

CAREERS  

Many careers stem from maths qualifications including teaching, finance, banks and building 

societies, technical and scientific jobs, engineering, medicine, dentistry, and nursing. 

 

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS ICT  

We aim for all students to be entered for Functional Skills at Level 1 or Level 2. The Functional Skills 

ICT qualifications are designed to give learners the skills to operate confidently, effectively and 

independently in education, work and everyday life. 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
Functional Skills ICT at Levels 1 & 2, aims to ensure that everyone is:  

 

• confident and capable when using ICT systems and tools  

• able to find and select information  

• able to develop, present and communicate information in both everyday life and work. For each 

level, realistic contexts have been designed so that learners develop the functionality they need. 

 

 Learners must pass the assessment at their chosen level to achieve the award for Functional Skills 

ICT. There are unlimited re-sit opportunities for learners who do not achieve the level required at 

the first attempt. 

ASSESSMENT 

One external assessment. Four assessment opportunities each year.  

CAREERS 

Computing, Computer Programming, Computer Operations, IT Product Development, Systems 

Analyst, Technical Support specially but these skills will be used in all careers as well as day to day life. 

OCR ENTRY LEVEL SCIENCE LEADING TO GCSE BIOLOGY 

All students are entered for OCR Entry Level Science. 

Some students may go on to study GCSE Biology in year 11. 

OCR COURSE CONTENT 



   

 

 

 

Biology is the science of living organisms (including animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms) and 
their interactions with each other and the environment. The study of biology involves collecting and 
interpreting information about the natural world to identify patterns and relate possible cause and 
effect. Biological information is used to help humans improve their own lives and strive to create a 
sustainable world for future generations.  
 
Chemistry is the science of the composition, structure, properties and reactions of matter, 
understood in terms of atoms, atomic particles and the way they are arranged and link together. It is 
concerned with the synthesis, formulation, analysis and characteristic properties of substances and 
materials of all kinds.  
 
Physics is the science of the fundamental concepts of field, force, radiation and particle structures, 
which are inter-linked to form unified models of the behaviour of the material universe. From such 
models, a wide range of ideas, from the broadest issue of the development of the Universe over 
time to the numerous and detailed ways in which new technologies may be invented, have emerged. 
These have enriched both our basic understanding of, and our many adaptations to, our material 
environment. 
 
The OCR Entry Level content covers 36 modules divided into 3 component areas with 16 practical 

skills to complement learning and a final assessed practical task. 

  

Biology 

Cells, reproduction, hormonal control systems, the sensory nervous system, respiration, the human 

body, first aid, diseases, animals and their habitats, evolution, genetics and food engineering. 

  

Chemistry 

Chemical changes, the pH scale, chemistry of the periodic table, air and water pollution, materials, 

separation techniques, atomic bonding, metals, fuels, chemical reactions, rates of reaction and 

forensics. 

  

Physics 

Waves, the electromagnetic spectrum, medical rays, thermal energy, alternative power sources, 

nuclear power, electricity, magnetism, forces, the physics of speed, space and space travel. 

  

Assessment: Pupils need to cover a minimum of 9 units from across the 3 disciplines and complete a 

minimum of 6 practical skills along with a final assessed practical. 

  
OCR GCSE content 

  

Biology 

Cell level systems 

Scaling up of biological systems 

Organism Level systems 

Community level systems 

Genes and inheritance 

Global challenges to biological systems 

Biology practical skills 



   

 

   

 

  

Chemistry 

Particles 

Elements, compounds and mixtures 

Chemical reactions 

Identifying and predicting reactions 

Monitoring and controlling reactions 

Global challenges to chemistry 

Chemistry practical skills 

  

Physics 

Matter 

Forces 

Electricity and magnetism 

Waves and radioactivity 

Energy 

Global challenges to physics 

Physics practical skills   

OCR ASSESSMENT 

Assessment: Assessment for each individual discipline comprises of two exam papers which assess 

across all topics and practical skills covered in the course. 

CAREERS 

Astronomer, Technician, Aviation, Chemist, Teacher, Electrician, Film and Video Editor, Food Tester, 

Food Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Nuclear Technician, Nuclear Power Operator, Occupational Health 

Specialist, Physicist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Ship Captain, Sound Engineer, Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, 

Dentist, Marine Biologist, Veterinarian, Veterinary Nurse, Optician, Chemical Engineer, Marine 

Biologist, an endless list! 

 

NOCN LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATE IN SKILLS FOR EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING AND PERSONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE CONTENT 

The NOCN Level 2 Certificate in Skills for Employment, Training and Personal Development is an 

essential qualification designed to equip students with practical skills for their future careers and 

personal growth. This course provides a broad foundation of knowledge that will support pupils in 

employment, further education, and life beyond school. 

ASSESSMENT 

5 Mandatory Units – These core units have been carefully selected to ensure students develop key 

life skills that are applicable to a range of career paths.  



   

 

 

 

Up to 4 Optional Units – Pupils can tailor their learning experience by selecting optional units based 

on their personal interests and future aspirations.  

Optional Unit Choices: Students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of subjects, including:  

Construction and Horticulture – Hands-on experience in practical and creative industries.  

Catering – Developing essential cooking and food preparation skills.  

ICT – Gaining digital literacy and technical skills for modern workplaces.  

Creative Industry – Exploring artistic and media-based career opportunities.  Wide selection of units 

available from floristry to digital media, drama and graphic design skills. 

CAREERS 

NOCN helps develop workplace skills such as communication, teamwork, problem-solving, and time 

management, making it useful for entry-level positions in retail, customer service, administration, and 

care work. Many learners use this qualification as a stepping stone to further vocational training, 

apprenticeships, or sector-specific courses (e.g., construction, healthcare, business, or hospitality). 

 

OPEN OPTIONS 

Students may choose two of the following options: 

▪ Vocational Award in Performing Arts (Level 2)  

▪ GCSE Drama 

▪ BTEC (Level 1 - Level 2) Vocational Award in Construction and the built 

environment  

▪ BTEC (Level 1- Level 2) Engineering 

▪ BTEC (Level 1- Level 2) Land based studies  

▪ BTEC (Level 1- Level 2) Certificate in Digital media  

▪ GCSE Art and Design 

▪ GCSE Computer Science (ICT)  

▪ BTEC (Level 1- Level 2) Business Administration 

▪ BTEC (Level 1- Level 2) Hospitality and Tourism  

▪ BTEC Hair and Beauty (Level 1) 

▪ OCR History (Entry Level)  

Once options have been chosen, we cans hare further details to ensure that your choice is right for 

you.  

VOCATIONAL AWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS  

COURSE CONTENT 

Our Vocational Award in Performing Arts will develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the 

performing arts sector and provide them with opportunities to develop associated practical skills. It 

covers performing, creating and performance arts in practice. 



   

 

   

 

 

This qualification can be completed through any one of the following: 

Drama  

Music  

Music Technology   

Musical Theatre  

 

This can include but is not limited choreography, music composition, music composition using 

technology, costume design, lighting design, sound design, make-up and hair design and set design. 

 

Unit 1 enables learners to gain a knowledge and understanding of the skills and techniques needed 
to reproduce an existing piece(s) of professional/published work.   
 
Unit 2 enables learners to gain, develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the skills 
and techniques needed to create and refine original work in the performing arts.   
 
Unit 3 introduces learners to areas of the performing arts that need to be considered when 
responding to an industry commission. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 
Units 1 and 2 are assessed through internal controlled assessment and submitted for external 
moderation. Unit 3 will be externally assessed. 
 
The qualification is graded as a Level 2 Distinction*, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Pass, 
Level 1 Distinction*, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Pass. 

CAREERS 

There are many careers which Music is a valuable foundation. These include: Musician, Music tutor, 
Music teacher, Children’s entertainer, stage performer, music composer, singer/song writer, 
orchestral manager, sound engineer, music therapist. 

Careers in education, theatre, marketing and the television and film Industry. 

 

GCSE DRAMA 

COURSE CONTENT 

Our GCSE Drama qualification is an exciting, inspiring and practical course. The specification 

promotes involvement in and enjoyment of drama, as performers and/or designers. Learners will 

also attend live theatre performance allowing them to become informed and thoughtful audience 

members. 

 
By taking part in all these activities, learners will develop a range of essential life skills which will help 

them succeed in any career they choose. 

 



   

 

 

 

This qualification can be completed through any one or two of the following:  

Drama   
Set design 

Costume design 

Lighting design 

 
Component 1: Devising Theatre: Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners 

participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre.  

Learners must produce:  
• a realisation of their piece of devised theatre  
• a portfolio of supporting evidence  
• an evaluation of the final performance or design. 
  
Component 2: Performing from a Text: Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. They will 
study two extracts from the same performance text chosen by the centre. Learners participate in 
one performance using sections of text from both extracts 
  
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre Written Exam: Learners will answer questions based on a chosen 
set play which they will study.  They will also answer a question about a live theatre performance 
which they will have seen during the course. 
 

ASSESSMENT 

 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internally marked performances and written portfolio, all 
submitted for external moderation. Component 3 will be externally assessed.  
 

CAREERS 

There are many careers where GCSE in Drama is a valuable foundation. These include actor, drama 

teacher, children’s entertainer, stage performer, director, manager, lighting engineer, drama or art 

therapist, costume designer, careers in fashion, set designer, careers in education, theatre, marketing 

and television and film industry.   

The skills developed during the course are recognised in many other careers. Skills such as public 

speaking, working as part of a team, problem solving, confidence and compassion. 

BTEC (LEVEL 1- LEVEL 2) VOCATIONAL AWARD IN CONSTRUCTION AND THE BUILT 

ENVIRONMENT     

COURSE CONTENT 

Our Vocational Award in Construction/ Construction and the Built Environment will develop learners’ 

knowledge and understanding of the sector and provide them with opportunities to enhance their 

practical skills. In addition, learners will explore different ideas and concepts of the built environment 

and gain knowledge and understanding of a range of professional and trade roles. 

 

The qualification enables learners to develop their sector-specific skills, such as using tools and 

materials safely with vocationally correct techniques, interpreting and understanding the 



   

 

   

 

infrastructure for safe and efficient work, and specialist design techniques to enhance communication 

of design by using realistic vocational contexts. 

 

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied knowledge and skills 

through realistic vocational contexts. Learners will have the opportunity to develop applied 

knowledge and practical skills in the following areas:  

 

● Construction technology: 

This component will initially examine the different forms of construction that can be used for low-rise 

(up to 5.2 metres in height) offices, retail units and homes. The use of prefabrication to construct 

buildings is now a sustainable method used to build quickly and reduce damage to the environment. 

You will examine the modern methods of construction that rely heavily on offsite prefabrication, 

which benefits the environment sustainably. 

 

● Construction in practice:  

In this component, you will learn and apply vocationally correct techniques to perform construction 

activities which include the appropriate selection and use of a range of tools to perform construction 

activities. In doing this you will develop some understanding of working safely in a craft role in the 

construction industry. You will also have to analyse hazards and risks and then complete some 

practical work in one of two craft areas: brickwork and carpentry and joinery. 

 

● Construction and design: 

In this component, you will develop your understanding of how design requirements can be developed 

through analysis of client requirements and needs for a new building, how to consider the external 

constraints on a development, and how both facets influence designing a solution for a client’s needs.  

 

In addition, pupils will work towards gaining a Construction CSCS Card which includes Health, Safety 

and Environment Test and BTEC H&S in Construction Environment Level 1. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 
Component 1: Assessed through an exam worth 60 marks, that will be completed under supervised 
conditions. 
 
Component 2: 
Pearson sets the assignments for the assessment of this component. The assignment for this 
component consists of three tasks:  
● In response to Task 1, learners will use acquired knowledge and observation and analysis skills to 
show their awareness of hazards and risk in an area.  
 
● In response to Task 2, learners will demonstrate practical skills with tools and materials, and 
planning and time management skills to create a constructed outcome to a brief.  
 
● In response to Task 3, learners will demonstrate their applied knowledge and understanding in 
quality checking using specific measurement to identify quality. 
 



   

 

 

 

Component 3: Pearson sets the assignments for the assessment of this component. The assignment 
for this component consists of two tasks: 
 ● In response to Task 1, learners will use their applied knowledge and understanding throughout this 
component in addition to the synoptic elements to produce a client brief by analysing information 
presented in a brief.  
 
● In response to Task 2, learners will demonstrate practical skills in sketching, projection and 
communication that have been developed in this component. They will produce a range of 2–3 
sketches to clearly communicate a design solution that adheres to the design constraints and client 
information given to learners. 
 
The qualification is graded as a Level 2 Distinction*, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Pass, 
Level 1 Distinction*, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Pass. 
 

CAREERS 

Successful completion of the course will provide you with an excellent basis for entry into a variety 
of fields within the construction industry including Architecture, Building Management, Building 
Surveying, Quantity Surveying, Land Surveying, Civil and Structural Engineering, Building Control. 
 

BTEC (LEVEL 1 –  LEVEL 2) ENGINEERING     

COURSE CONTENT 

The Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate, Extended Certificate and Diploma qualifications 

in Engineering have been developed in the maintenance, manufacturing, electronic and general 

engineering sectors to:  

● give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the engineering sector or to 

progress to Level 3 vocational qualifications  

● provide education and training for engineering employees  

● give opportunities for engineering employees to achieve a Level 2 vocationally specific 

qualification  

● give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the engineering sector or to 

progress to Level 3 vocational qualifications  

● give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and 

attributes essential for successful performance in working life. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

The assessment of Pearson BTEC International Level 2 qualifications is criterion-referenced, and the 
centre is required to assess learners’ evidence against published outcomes of learning and assessment 
criteria.  
 
Each unit within the qualification has specified assessment and grading criteria which are to be used 
for grading purposes. 
 
A summative unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction:  
● to achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied all the pass assessment criteria  
● to achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the merit grading criteria  
●to achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the distinction grading criteria.  



   

 

   

 

A grading scale of pass, merit and distinction is applied to all units. 
 

CAREERS 

Mechanical Engineer, Aerospace Engineer, Systems Engineer, Operations Engineer, Electrical 
Engineer, Engineering Project Manager, Computer Science, Designer. 

 

BTEC (LEVEL 1- LEVEL 2) LAND BASED STUDIES 

COURSE CONTENT 

You will learn about the skills needed to work in the Land-Based industries including being organised, 

researching, team working, completion of tasks using the correct equipment, independence, and 

being intuitive when working with plants and animals, estate skills and wildlife surveying. 

 

A BTEC Land-based course takes a practical, assignment-based approach so you can acquire the skills, 

knowledge and competencies you’ll need to put your learning straight into practice. 

 

The units available are selected from the choices below, depending on what vocational skills pupils 

want to learn: 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 

A learner’s final grade reflects their achievements across all units in their BTEC Level 2 Technical 
course.  
 
Every unit is individually graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction and this grade is then converted to a 
point score.  
 
The total points scored across all units make up the final qualification grade.  
 
To achieve an overall qualification grade, learners must gain at least a Pass grade in all units. 

CAREERS 

Farm Worker, Animal Nutritionist, Groom, Veterinary Nurse, Tree Surgeon, Garden Designer 
 
 



   

 

   

 

BTEC: CERTIFICATE IN DIGITAL MEDIA 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

All units in this qualification are internally assessed and subject to external standards verification. 
 
The qualification is graded using a scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified.   

CAREERS 

Digital media photographer, Video editor, Animator, Social media specialist, Graphic designer, Video game 

designer, Web analytics specialist, Web developer. 

GCSE ART AND DESIGN –  PHOTOGRAPHY PATHWAY 

COURSE CONTENT 

Art and Design equips students with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with the visual arts 

throughout their lives, and it has immense value as a GCSE subject.  

GCSE Art and Design provides the opportunity for students to:  

• explore documentary, photo-journalism, studio photography, location photography, 

experimental imagery, film and animation 

• explore both contemporary and historical sources of Photography first hand through, for 

example: 

o visiting museums, galleries, art shows and fairs  

o experiencing audio-visual productions, including still and moving imagery  

o their surroundings and environments. 



   

 

 

 

• take an individual approach to their photography 

• develop the skill of selecting their best and most appropriate work for presentation. 

ASSESSMENT 

The GCSE in Art and Design consists of two internally assessed and externally moderated 
components.  
Component 1: Personal Photography Portfolio (internally set)  
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 
 
This GCSE qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the 
total subject mark where 9 is the highest grade.  
 

CAREERS 

There are many careers for which Photography is a valuable foundation. These include Architecture, 
Television work, Film making, Animation, Wedding Photographer, Portrait Photographer and Nature 
Photographer.  
 

GCSE ART AND DESIGN –  GRAPHIC DESIGN PATHWAY 

COURSE CONTENT 

Art and Design equips students with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with the visual arts 

throughout their lives, and it has immense value as a GCSE subject.  

GCSE Art and Design Graphic Design Pathway provides the opportunity for students to:  

• explore advertising, communication in graphics, designing for print, illustration, packaging, 

signage and typography 

• explore both contemporary and historical sources of Graphic Design first hand through, for 

example: 

o visiting museums, galleries, art shows and fairs  

o experiencing audio-visual productions, including still and moving imagery  

o their surroundings and environments. 

• take an individual approach to their art, craft and design making 

• develop the skill of selecting their best and most appropriate work for presentation. 

ASSESSMENT 

The GCSE in Art and Design consists of two internally assessed and externally moderated 
components.  
Component 1: Personal Portfolio Graphic Design Pathway (internally set)  
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 
 
This GCSE qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the 
total subject mark where 9 is the highest grade.  
 

CAREERS 



   

 

   

 

There are many careers for which Art is a valuable foundation. These include Graphic Design, 
Teaching, Jewellery Design, Fashion, Shoe Design, Textile Design, Printing, Animation, Illustration, 
Costume Design, Theatre Design and Advertising. 
 

GCSE ART AND DESIGN –  FINE ART PATHWAY 

COURSE CONTENT 

Art and Design Fine Art Pathway equips students with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with 

the visual arts throughout their lives, and it has immense value as a GCSE subject.  

GCSE Art and Design Fine Art Pathway provides the opportunity for students to:  

• explore drawing, installation, photography, mixed media, land art, printing, painting and 

sculpture 

• explore both contemporary and historical sources of art, craft and design first hand through, 

for example: 

o visiting museums, galleries, art shows and fairs  

o experiencing audio-visual productions, including still and moving imagery  

o their surroundings and environments. 

• take an individual approach to their art, craft and design making 

• develop the skill of selecting their best and most appropriate work for presentation. 

ASSESSMENT 

The GCSE in Art and Design consists of two internally assessed and externally moderated 
components.  
Component 1: Personal Portfolio Fine Art Pathway (internally set)  
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 
 
This GCSE qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the 
total subject mark where 9 is the highest grade.  
 

CAREERS 

There are many careers for which Art is a valuable foundation. These include Architecture, Graphic 
Design, Teaching, Jewellery Design, Fashion, Television work, Shoe Design, Textile Design, Film 
making, Printing, Pottery, Animation, Illustration, Costume Design, Theatre Design and Garden 
Design. 
 
 

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE  

COURSE CONTENT 

Students for this subject will be entered into a Pearson GCSE Computer Science qualification. 
Computer Systems 

• Systems architecture (architecture of the CPU, CPU performance, memory, secondary 
storage) 

• Data representation (units and binary numbers, binary arithmetic and hexadecimal, 
characters, images, sound, compression) 



   

 

 

 

• Networks (the internet, local area networks, wireless networking, client server and peer to 
peer networks, protocols and layers) 

• Network security and system software (network threats, detecting and preventing 
vulnerabilities, operating system software, utility software) 

• Impacts of digital technology (ethical and cultural issues, environmental issues, legislation 
and privacy) 

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

• Programming (programming concepts, sequence and selection, iteration, arrays, procedures 
and functions, records and files, SQL) 

• Algorithms (computational thinking, searching algorithms, sorting algorithms, developing 
algorithms using flowcharts, developing algorithms using pseudocode, interpret, correct and 
complete algorithms) 

• Logic (logic diagrams and truth tables, defensive design, errors and testing, translators and 
facilities of languages, integrated development environments) 
 

Programming code challenges 

ASSESSMENT 

 
2 papers set and marked by Pearson. 
 Paper 1 
1 hour and 30 minutes. 
Consists of five questions (one question per topic). 
The paper is out of 75 marks 

 
 
Paper 2 
2 hours 

Consists of six compulsory questions. 
The paper is out of 75 marks 
  
The qualification is graded 1-9 

 

CAREERS 

A GCSE in Computer Science opens up a range of IT careers from applications development to web 
design. Some examples are; Application analyst, Applications developer, Cyber security analyst, Data 
analyst, Forensic computer analyst, Game designer, Games developer, Penetration tester, Secondary 
school teacher, Software engineer, Systems analyst, UX designer, Web designer or Web developer. 

 

BTEC (LEVEL1 –  LEVEL 2) BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  

COURSE CONTENT 

This qualification is for learners who want to start a career in business and professional administration. 

It is designed for post-16 learners and can be taken as part of a wider study programme. It is an ideal 

qualification for learners who are intending to progress directly to employment in an administrative 

role, or to a business administration Apprenticeship. 

 



   

 

   

 

This qualification has been developed in consultation with cross-sector employers to ensure it enables 

learners to develop the skills and behaviours that will give them the best opportunity to be successful 

when applying for work.  

 

All the content of the qualification is mandatory and relates directly to the skills, knowledge and 

behaviours expected by employers in a business administration role. The areas covered include:  

• business administrative environment  

• providing administrative services and support  

• business technology  

• processing and communicating information.  

 

Learners will also enhance their broader skills in literacy and numeracy, which will be invaluable in 

supporting progression in other areas. In addition, they will develop transferable technical and 

practical skills in communication, decision making, self-management and development, problem 

solving and managing information 

 

ASSESSMENT 

In this qualification, there is one external assessment, which assesses a unit that contributes 25% of 
the total qualification.  Units 2, 3 and 4 are assessed through internal assessment.  
 

CAREERS 

Achieving this qualification will give learners an advantage when applying for a job in business 
administration. The types of roles this qualification prepares you for are:  
• business administrator  
• administrative assistant  
• office administrator 
 

BTEC (LEVEL1) HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM  

COURSE CONTENT 

You will learn about the travel and tourism industry and the skills required to succeed in it. You will 

cover areas such as customer service, planning visits, UK travel and tourism, local geography and 

preparation for employment. 

 

Pearson BTEC Level 1 Introductory Award in Hospitality and Tourism Two units must be achieved, 

one of which must be Developing a Personal Progression Plan (Group A) and one unit from the 

sector options (Group B). 

 



   

 

 

 

 
 

Pearson BTEC Level 1 Introductory Certificate in Hospitality and Tourism Learners must complete 

both core units and three sector unit

 
Pearson BTEC Level 1 Introductory Diploma in Hospitality and Tourism Learners must complete all 

core units and six sector units. 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 

All units in these qualifications are internally assessed and subject to external standards verification.  
 

CAREERS 

Travel agent, event manager, food and beverage, hotel manager, housekeeper, restaurant manager, 
chef, marketing executive, tour guid, cruise agent, sports centre manager.  

 

HAIR AND BEAUTY (LEVEL 1 AWARD) 

COURSE CONTENT 

Pupils will learn all about the Hair and Beauty industry through the vocational options that are part of 

their NOCN Award in Skills for Employment, Training and Personal Development that all pupils 

undertake at City of Rochester School.  The vocational options will be different for each pupil.  For the 

Hair and Beauty Option, units will be selected from the group below:   

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will then progress onto a BTEC Level 1 Introductory Certificate in Hair and Beauty.  The unit 

options are selected from the groups below: 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

This qualification pathway is internally set and internally assessed. Assessment activity must ensure 

evidence of achievement against all of the requirements specified within each of the learning 

outcomes. 

CAREERS 

Become a senior stylist, barber or salon manager, open your own salon or barbershop, get qualified 

to train or assess student hairdressers or barbers, work freelance and rent space in a salon, use your 

skills as a hair professional in the theatre, film or television industry.  

 



   

 

   

 

OCR HISTORY 

COURSE CONTENT 

The Entry Level History course allows pupils to develop and extend their knowledge and understanding 

of specified key events, periods and societies in local, British and wider world history. Pupils will 

develop and extend their knowledge of the wide diversity of human experience and develop an 

awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and 

how and why different interpretations have been constructed about them. Pupils will engage in 

historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers and 

develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to make 

valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context. 

 

The Entry Level course is comprised of 3 units and pupils must complete all 3 units. 

In unit 1 pupils complete a thematic study of one topic from: 

• Crime and Punishment 

• People’s Healt 

• Migration 

• War and British Society 

• Power, Monarchy and Democracy. 

  

In unit 2 pupils complete a depth study of one topic from: 

• Germany 1925–55 

• The USA 1919–74 

• Normans 1065–1087 

• Elizabethans 1580–1603 

• The Making of America 1789–1900 

• The Viking Age c.750–c.   1050 

• Britain:  Peace and War 1900–18 

• International Relations 1918–2001. 

  

In unit 3 learners choose either a site or an individual to study and complete two pieces of work: 

• A biography (of the person) or guide (to the site) 

• An essay on the importance and impact of their site or individual over time. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment: Unit 1 and Unit 2 are assessed through an end of unit written exam question paper with 

a mixture of short answer questions, source evaluation techniques and essay style questions. Unit 3 

allows learners to develop a biography on a famous historical figure or guide to a local historical site 

of interest. 

The qualification is graded at Entry Level 1,2 or 3. Learners may progress onto a GCSE level history 

course by building upon the knowledge gained on the Entry Level Course by studying the units in 

further depth alongside additional units.  



   

 

 

 

CAREERS 

Media, government, heritage organisations, conservation, teaching, archivist, heritage manager, 
academic researcher, museums and galleries curators, historic building inspector, the police and law. 

 

Further enrichment subjects available on request: 

• First aid certificate 

• Basic food hygiene  

• Driving theory and driving lessons 

• Student leadership 

• Enterprise 

• Extended work experience 

• Industry sponsored projects  

• Geography  

• Careers  
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