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Intent 
• At City of Rochester School, English and the teaching of English is the foundation of our curriculum. Our main aim is to ensure that every pupil becomes a confident communicator, 

progressing in spoken language, reading and writing, with English enabling access to the wider curriculum and to life beyond school. 

• At City of Rochester School, the main barrier for our pupils is communication, therefore our English curriculum is designed to prioritise spoken language, functional literacy and 

communication strategies alongside National Curriculum aims. 

• We teach Twinkl Phonics, a DfE-validated systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme, with complete fidelity across the school. All pupils access fully matched decodable reading 

books that align with the sequence of the programme. Daily phonics lessons are taught systematically. Alongside decoding, we explicitly teach fluency, prosody and comprehension. 

We also foster a love of reading through daily story time, inclusive texts, book talk and author experiences. 

• Through the use of literacy leaves, pupils are introduced to carefully selected spelling seeds that build progressively from phonics to more complex spelling patterns. The aim is to 

ensure that every child develops a secure foundation in spelling that supports both reading comprehension and written expression. 

• Our English curriculum prioritises handwriting, spelling and sentence construction as the foundations of writing. Pupils take part in daily handwriting and spelling practice, dictation 

and sentence-combining activities, enabling them to build automaticity before applying skills in longer pieces. We separate the teaching and assessment of transcription (spelling 

and handwriting) and composition (ideas, organisation, audience and purpose), so that pupils’ progress in each is clear. 

• We deliver English through the Literacy Tree ‘Teach Through a Text’ pedagogy, which embeds National Curriculum requirements and places audience and purpose at the core of 

every writing opportunity. Outcomes are carefully chosen at authentic points in the text, ensuring pupils understand the relevance of the writing skills being taught. We make 

meaningful cross-curricular links by aligning Literacy Tree texts with our Learning Means the World curriculum topics (communication, conflict, conservation and culture). This 

ensures English learning is cohesive, purposeful and enriched by wider curriculum themes. 

• A wealth of expertise in SEN and autism has shaped our curriculum design. It is multisensory, experiential and accumulative, ensuring concepts are concrete rather than abstract. 

Adaptations include the use of AAC, visual supports, structured language frames, fine and gross motor programmes, alternative recording methods (e.g. ICT, scribing, voice input) 

and carefully scaffolded routines to reduce cognitive load. This ensures accessibility and progress for all learners. 

• From pre-curriculum (engagement model) through to pre-key stage standards and into Key Stage 2, learning is broken down into sequenced small steps. Progress is measured 

against each child’s starting point so that all pupils can achieve success and celebrate progress. 

• We provide immersive experiences to help children make meaningful connections. Examples include World Book Day, visiting authors and poets, drama workshops, sensory 

storytelling, trips and enrichment opportunities that bring texts and ideas to life. Writing opportunities are embedded across all subjects, ensuring communication and literacy are 

purposeful throughout the curriculum. 

• Leaders monitor the curriculum closely through phonics walks, decodable book-match checks, fluency assessments, writing moderation and data tracking. Staff receive regular CPD 

to maintain fidelity and expertise. This ensures the curriculum is continually refined, pupils keep up, and gaps are swiftly closed. 

• Our English curriculum is therefore designed to be ambitious, inclusive and rigorous, building the strong foundations in communication, reading and writing that our pupils need 

to become literate, creative and confident individuals. 
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Implementation 

• English is delivered as a discrete subject through carefully planned, sequenced units using high-quality core texts as the starting point. Within each unit, pupils experience an 
integrated balance of speaking and listening, reading, writing, grammar, punctuation, phonics and drama. Lessons follow a clear sequence that builds knowledge and skills 
cumulatively, with opportunities to revisit and consolidate. 

• Core texts are deliberately chosen to connect with our Learning Means the World curriculum themes — communication, conflict, conservation and culture. This ensures that English 
learning is meaningful, coherent and embedded across the wider curriculum. 

• In our Pre key stage class and KS1 (and for older pupils who need it), we deliver Twinkl Phonics, our DfE-validated systematic synthetic phonics (SSP), with fidelity. Lessons are daily 
and systematic, with rapid “keep-up” support for any pupil at risk of falling behind. All pupils have access to fully matched decodable books, and we check fidelity of decodable 
match termly. Children confident in phonics progress onto our sequenced grammar and spelling curriculum, ensuring progression from decoding to transcription fluency. 

• Structured Literacy Leaves – Each leaf introduces and revisits carefully sequenced spelling seeds, ensuring knowledge is built progressively and securely. 

• Systematic Teaching of Spelling – Teachers deliver explicit instruction, guided practice, and opportunities for independent application of spelling seeds. 

• In line with the 2025 Writing Framework, pupils engage in daily handwriting, spelling practice, dictation and sentence-combining. These routines build automaticity in transcription 
so that cognitive load is freed for composition. Grammar is taught explicitly in context, always linked to the purpose and audience of writing. 

• Reading is prioritised with a daily timetabled reading slot for every child. Pupils encounter a wide variety of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and rhyme. We promote reading for pleasure 
through whole-class read-aloud, class libraries, a well-stocked central library, author visits, and displays celebrating reading across school. Each child maintains a reading journal and 
home-schools diary to support reading at home. 

• All children have access to Lexia, a multisensory intervention programme, to reinforce reading, spelling and comprehension. Interventions are tracked and reviewed regularly. 

• Communication is a core priority. Pupils are explicitly taught how to communicate with different audiences and for different purposes. This includes debate, process drama, 
discussion, role play and structured oral rehearsal for writing. Lessons also focus on the subtle aspects of communication, including body language, empathy, turn-taking and conflict 
resolution, equipping pupils to “disagree well” and self-regulate. 

• Teaching is multisensory, experiential and scaffolded to ensure accessibility. Strategies include visual supports, sentence stems, AAC, pre-teaching vocabulary, alternative recording 
(ICT, voice input, scribing), and fine/gross motor interventions to support transcription. Learning is broken into small, sequential steps, and concepts are reinforced through 
immersive, practical experiences that make abstract ideas concrete. 

• Writing opportunities are purposeful and authentic, drawn directly from the texts and themes studied. Pupils are given meaningful contexts for writing and explicit audiences to 
ensure engagement. This includes cross-curricular outcomes, publishing work for display, and contributing to real-world projects. 

• Staff access a rolling programme of whole-school and subject-specific training, including SEND/ASD pedagogy, curriculum associations, peer observations, and external visits to share 
best practice. Training also includes specific input on phonics, reading fluency, grammar teaching and writing development. staff are trained in English pedagogy, Twinkl Phonics, and 
SEND strategies. 

• Leaders ensure high standards through half-termly book looks, phonics and reading audits, learning walks, lesson observations, peer-to-peer reviews, pupil voice, data analysis and 
curriculum team meetings. These processes check fidelity to Twinkl Phonics, progression in reading and writing, and the quality of teaching and learning 
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Impact 

• Through the systematic teaching of Twinkl Phonics, our aim is that all pupils become fluent, confident readers by the end of Key Stage 1 (or as soon as is 
developmentally appropriate). This ensures they can shift focus onto developing reading fluency, comprehension and enjoyment as they progress through school. 

• Pupils are given daily opportunities to read and listen to a wide range of texts. We actively promote reading for pleasure through story time, class libraries, pupil 
choice, and reading enrichment events. Children develop preferences for genres and authors, review books critically, and show a deepening appreciation of 
literature across genres, cultures and styles. 

• Pupils demonstrate secure foundations in handwriting, spelling, and sentence construction alongside growing skill in composition for authentic purposes and 
audiences. Progress is visible in their ability to apply transcription skills automatically, freeing cognitive load for creativity and idea development. 

• Given that communication is the main barrier for our pupils, impact is seen in their improved ability to communicate with different audiences, use structured 
language frames, express opinions, resolve conflict, and demonstrate empathy and understanding of alternative viewpoints. Pupils show increasing 
independence in using communication strategies (spoken, written and AAC). 

• Literacy leaves provide clear evidence of progression, enabling teachers and leaders to track learning over time. Pupils use spelling seeds accurately and 
independently in both guided and extended writing. 

• Attainment and progress are measured through the City of Rochester Primary English framework on SOLAR, which records small steps linked to National 
Curriculum objectives and our core texts. Teachers continuously record progress to build a complete picture of each pupil’s achievements. Pupils working below 
National Curriculum expectations are assessed through the Engagement Model and pre-key-stage standards, ensuring progression is captured for all. 
Standardised assessments such as the Salford Reading Test provide additional measures of reading progress and help identify gaps. 

• The curriculum is systematic, sequenced and cumulative from Engagement Model → pre-key-stage → KS1 → KS2. 

• Teaching is designed with cognitive science principles in mind. Pupils revisit key skills and knowledge regularly through retrieval practice, spaced repetition and 
rehearsal, strengthening working memory and embedding “sticky knowledge” that can be applied flexibly. 

• Impact is not only academic. Pupils demonstrate progress in line with our school values of Confidence, Resilience and Success. They develop social and emotional 
skills, self-regulation, empathy and resilience, preparing them for life beyond school. This impact is captured through case studies, pupil voice and wider 
community feedback. 

• Teachers’ high expectations ensure that every pupil is challenged from their individual starting point. Impact is evidenced through outcomes of written work, 
fluency and comprehension progress in reading, moderated writing portfolios, pupil interviews and assessment grids and data tracking. 

• Pupils take pride in their achievements and can articulate the progress they have made. 

• We work in partnership with parents, carers, external professionals and community organisations to overcome barriers and enrich learning. This collaboration 
ensures pupils access the full curriculum and benefit from experiential opportunities that build cultural capital and broaden horizons. 

• Impact is continuously evaluated through book looks, phonics audits, learning walks, lesson observations, pupil and parent surveys, data analysis and 
curriculum team meetings. Leaders use this evidence to refine provision and ensure sustained improvement. 
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Statutory Guidance – English 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature 

through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

The national curriculum for English, supported by the Reading Framework (2023) and Writing Framework (2025), aims to ensure that all pupils: 

Reading 

• learn to read easily, fluently and with good understanding, supported by a validated systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme delivered with fidelity and fully matched decodable books. 

• develop secure reading fluency, prosody and comprehension, so they can access the wider curriculum and read for meaning. 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

• appreciate and understand our rich and varied literary heritage. 

Writing 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 

• secure the foundations of writing through daily practice of handwriting, spelling (including morphology and etymology), dictation and sentence construction. 

• apply these transcription skills automatically so that their cognitive resources are freed for planning, drafting and improving composition. 

• use authentic contexts, audiences and purposes for writing to motivate and engage. 

Spoken Language and Communication 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 

• use discussion to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas. 
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• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others, and participating in debate. 

• develop effective communication strategies, including for pupils with SEND/ASD, using alternative and augmentative communication where needed. 

Progression and Inclusion 

• make progress from their individual starting points, including those working within the Engagement Model or pre-key-stage standards, ensuring that every child achieves and celebrates success. 

• revisit and build upon prior learning, strengthening long-term retention through retrieval, practice and application. 

 

Links to Other Subjects 

English is fundamental to all areas of learning, as it unlocks access to the wider curriculum. Being literate increases opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life and lays the foundations for lifelong learning. 

Our curriculum is deliberately cohesive and sequenced, with strong connections identified between learning in English and learning across other subject areas. These are mapped explicitly within our Learning Means the World 

curriculum themes (communication, conflict, conservation and culture). For example: 

• There are close links between expressive arts and creative writing, where pupils explore imagination, storytelling and performance. 

• Humanities and social studies provide opportunities to develop critical literacy and to engage with real-world issues through reading, research and debate. 

• In science and numeracy, information handling, reasoning and explanation link directly to literacy outcomes where pupils evaluate reliability, write up investigations and communicate findings. 

• PSHE extends spoken language and writing for authentic audiences, enabling pupils to develop empathy, respect and informed viewpoints. 

Across all subjects, pupils are taught to apply their English skills, such as: 

• engaging in structured talk and discussion to deepen thinking, 

• preparing collaboratively for reading unfamiliar texts, 

• reading a wide range of texts to gather and analyse information, 

• writing clear explanations and structured responses, 

• communicating information and opinions confidently in speech and writing. 

For our pupils, many of whom have significant communication barriers, the curriculum is designed to be practical, multisensory and experiential. Adaptations such as visual scaffolds, AAC, sentence stems and alternative recording 

methods ensure that English skills are accessible and transferable across disciplines. 

In this way, English is not taught in isolation but is integrated meaningfully throughout the curriculum, giving pupils a wide range of opportunities to apply their learning in purposeful contexts. This connected approach builds 

cultural capital, celebrates human creativity and achievement, and prepares our pupils to become educated, responsible citizens. 

 

Curriculum Overview 

Our curriculum is designed with our children in mind but is subject to change. Units may be moved around to suit children’s interests, current affairs and to make better use of resources. If this happens staff, ensure that there is 

breadth and balance across the year to ensure coverage. 
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Engagement and Pre key stage curriculum 
Communication Focus 

12 weeks 

Conflict Focus 

12 weeks 
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Culture Focus 

12 weeks 

Conservation focus  

12 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cave Baby 

Julia Donaldson  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Narrative re-telling | Labels and captions, posters, informal letters 

 

Literacy 

Apply phonic knowledge and skills to decode words → Exploration / Realisation 

(trying sound–symbol links, recognising patterns). 

Read words with contractions (I’m, I’ll), understand apostrophe → Exploration / 

Realisation (noticing how letters are omitted and meaning changes). 

Read aloud accurately from phonic texts → Persistence / Realisation 

(sustaining decoding within context). 

Re-read books to build fluency and confidence → Persistence / Initiation 

(independent rereading, growing confidence). 

 Listen to/discuss poems, stories, non-fiction beyond independent level → 

Exploration / Realisation (engaging with richer language, building 

understanding). 

Link reading to own experiences → Realisation / Initiation (connecting 

knowledge, sharing ideas). 

Recognise/join in predictable phrases → Anticipation / Exploration (spotting 

and repeating patterns). 

Appreciate rhymes/poems, recite by heart → Persistence / Anticipation 

(memorising, anticipating rhyme). 

Draw on background knowledge or teacher-provided vocabulary → Realisation 

(making sense through context). 

Explain understanding of what is read → Initiation / Realisation (verbalising 

comprehension). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Am Henry Finch 

Alexis Deacon 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Guidebook - How to Think | Thought-bubbles, lists, commands, 

letters of advice 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively and respond in discussions → Exploration / Persistence 

(focus, sustained attention). 

Make comments and ask questions to clarify understanding → Realisation / 

Initiation (processing meaning, taking active part). 

Hold back-and-forth conversations → Initiation / Persistence (engaging with 

others, sustaining dialogue) 

Participate in discussions using new vocabulary → Initiation / Realisation 

(sharing ideas, applying new language). 

Offer explanations for why things happen → Realisation / Anticipation 

(reasoning, predicting outcomes). 

Express ideas/feelings with full sentences and tenses → Initiation / 

Realisation (communicating clearly, structuring thought). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Night Pirates 

Julia Donaldson  

(3 weeks) 

 

 

Outcomes: ‘How to be a pirate’ guide | Writing in role, letters, a ‘how 

to’ guide 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively and respond with relevant 

questions/comments/actions → Exploration / Persistence (sustained 

focus, testing ideas). 

Make comments and ask questions to clarify understanding → 

Realisation / Initiation (processing meaning, seeking more 

information). 

Hold back-and-forth conversations with peers/teacher → Initiation / 

Persistence (sustaining meaningful exchanges). 

Participate in discussions using new vocabulary → Initiation / 

Realisation (sharing ideas, applying learned words). 

Offer explanations for why things happen → Realisation / 

Anticipation (reasoning, predicting). 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences, using tenses and conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation (organising thought and expressing clearly). 

Retell stories/narratives with new vocabulary → Realisation / 

Persistence (understanding and reconstructing meaning). 

Anticipate key events in stories → Anticipation (predicting outcomes). 

Use/understand new vocabulary in discussions and role-play → 

Exploration / Initiation (experimenting with and applying words). 

Write recognisable letters (mostly correct formation) → Persistence 

/ Realisation (practising motor skills, accuracy). 

Spell words by segmenting and representing with letters → 

Exploration / Realisation (phoneme–grapheme mapping). 

Write simple phrases/sentences readable by others → Initiation / 

Persistence (creating meaningful text for communication). 

Invent/adapt/recount narratives with peers/teacher → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Sing rhymes/songs → Persistence / Anticipation. 

Perform songs, rhymes, poems, stories, move with music → Initiation/ 

Persistence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where the Wild Things Are 

Maurice Sendak  

(3 weeks) 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond with questions/comments/actions → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Make comments & ask questions to clarify → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold back-and-forth conversations → Persistence / Initiation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anansi the Spider 

Gerald McDermott  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Booklet about spiders | Labels and captions, 

call-and-response poems, descriptive posters, simple 

explanations 

 

Communication and Language 

Listen attentively, respond with 

questions/comments/actions → Exploration / 

Realisation (noticing and making sense of spoken 

language). 

Make comments/ask questions to clarify → Initiation 

(child takes active role in clarifying meaning). 

Hold conversation with teacher/peers → Persistence / 

Initiation (sustains turn-taking and contributes). 

Participate in discussions, offer own ideas using new 

vocabulary → Initiation (contributing ideas), 

Realisation (using new vocabulary). 

Offer explanations using vocabulary from stories/non-

fiction → Realisation (shows understanding by applying 

knowledge). 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences with 

tenses/conjunctions → Persistence / Realisation 

(develops more complex communication and sustains it). 

 

Literacy 

Retell stories and narratives in own words with new 

vocabulary → Realisation (shows understanding by 

reworking ideas). 

Anticipate key events in stories → Anticipation 

(predicting outcomes). 

Use vocabulary in discussions/role-play → Initiation / 

Realisation (apply language in context). 

Say sounds for letters/digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation (testing and recognising sounds). 

Blend sounds to read words → Persistence / 

Realisation (sustained effort to decode). 

Read aloud sentences/books with phonic knowledge → 

Initiation / Persistence (using skills independently). 

Write recognisable letters → Exploration / Realisation 

(experimenting with marks to meaningful letters). 

Spell by identifying sounds and matching letters → 

Persistence / Realisation (repeated effort, 

understanding phoneme-grapheme links). 

Write simple sentences readable by others → 

Initiation (sharing meaning through writing). 

 

Cross-curricular Coverage:  Understanding the World,  
Expressive Arts and Design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Will Not Ever Never Eat A Tomato 

Lauren Child  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Own story about a fussy eater | Statements, writing 

in role, lists, own version narrative 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively and respond with relevant 

questions/comments/actions → Exploration / Persistence 

(sustained focus, testing ideas). 

Make comments and ask questions to clarify understanding → 

Realisation / Initiation (processing meaning, seeking more 

information). 

Hold back-and-forth conversations with peers/teacher → 

Initiation / Persistence (sustaining meaningful exchanges). 

Participate in discussions using new vocabulary → Initiation / 

Realisation (sharing ideas, applying learned words). 

Offer explanations for why things happen → Realisation / 

Anticipation (reasoning, predicting). 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences, using tenses and 

conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation (organising thought and 

expressing clearly). 

Retell stories/narratives with new vocabulary → Realisation / 

Persistence (understanding and reconstructing meaning). 

Anticipate key events in stories → Anticipation (predicting 

outcomes). 

Use/understand new vocabulary in discussions and role-play → 

Exploration / Initiation (experimenting with and applying words). 

Write recognisable letters (mostly correct formation) → 

Persistence / Realisation (practising motor skills, accuracy). 

Spell words by segmenting and representing with letters → 

Exploration / Realisation (phoneme–grapheme mapping). 

Write simple phrases/sentences readable by others → Initiation 

/ Persistence (creating meaningful text for communication). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Extraordinary Gardener 

Sam Boughton  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Narrative inspired by the original text | Labels, 

letters of advice, instructions, narratives 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively and respond with relevant 

questions/comments/actions → Exploration / Persistence 

(sustained focus, testing ideas). 
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Say a sound for each letter + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation (sound–

symbol recognition). 

Read words by sound-blending → Persistence / Realisation (sustained 

decoding). 

Read aloud simple sentences/books, incl. some CE words → Persistence / 

Realisation (building fluency and accuracy). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Red 

Lynn Roberts  

(3 weeks) 

 

 

Outcomes:  Alternative character version | Labels, notes of advice, adverts, 

own version narrative 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond in discussions → Exploration / Persistence. 

Make comments, ask clarifying questions → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold back-and-forth conversations → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in discussions, using new vocabulary → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas & feelings with full sentences and tenses → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Say sounds for letters and digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Read words by sound-blending → Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud simple sentences/books with CE words → Persistence / Realisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outcomes:  Own ‘So Much’ narrative poem | Performance/narrative poetry; own 

version narrative poem. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond in discussions → Exploration / Persistence. 

Make comments, ask clarifying questions → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations in back-and-forth exchanges → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in group/class/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences with tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Retell stories/narratives with new vocabulary → Realisation / Persistence. 

Anticipate key story events → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in discussions/role-play → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Read words by sound-blending → Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud simple sentences/books incl. CE words → Persistence / Realisation.  
Write recognisable letters (mostly correct) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell words by identifying sounds/letters → Exploration / Realisation. 

Write simple phrases/sentences others can read → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

Participate in discussions, offer ideas with new vocabulary → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen → Realisation / 

Anticipation. 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences with tenses & conjunctions → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Say a sound for each letter + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Read words by sound-blending → Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud simple sentences/books incl. CE words → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters (mostly correct) → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Spell words by segmenting sounds & representing with letters → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write simple phrases/sentences that others can read → Persistence 

/ Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willy the Wimp 

Anthony Browne  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Instructional guide to being brave | Writing in role, 

letters, captions and labels, instructional ‘How to’ guide 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively, respond with questions/comments/actions → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Make comments & ask clarifying questions → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations in back-and-forth exchanges → Persistence / 

Initiation. 

Participate in discussions, offer ideas with new vocabulary → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen → Realisation / 

Anticipation. 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences, using tenses/conjunctions → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell stories/narratives with new vocabulary → Realisation / 

Persistence. 

Anticipate key events in stories → Anticipation. 

Use/understand new vocabulary in discussions/role-play → Exploration 

/ Initiation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Smartest Giant in Town  

by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 

 

Outcomes: Create own “Kindest Person in Town” narrative poem | 

Performance/narrative poetry; write and perform a rhyming story 

inspired by The Smartest Giant in Town. 

 

Literacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magic Paintbrush 

 Julia Donaldson  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Own version ‘overcoming’ tale | Labels, 

writing in role, thank you letters, own version 

narratives 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond in discussions → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Make comments, ask clarifying questions → Realisation 

/ Initiation. 

Hold conversations in back-and-forth exchanges → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in group/class/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why things might happen → 

Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences with 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell stories/narratives with new vocabulary → 

Realisation / Persistence. 

Anticipate key story events → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in discussions/role-play → 

Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Read words by sound-blending → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud simple sentences/books incl. CE words → 

Persistence / Realisation.  Write recognisable letters 

(mostly correct) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell words by identifying sounds/letters → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write simple phrases/sentences others can read → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby’s Worry 

by Tom Percival 

 

Outcomes:  Create own “My Worry” story | Write and 

share a short narrative about feelings and how to 

manage them, inspired by Ruby’s Worry. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about feelings, worries, and 

problem-solving → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about emotions and how to share 

Make comments and ask questions to clarify understanding → 

Realisation / Initiation (processing meaning, seeking more 

information). 

Hold back-and-forth conversations with peers/teacher → 

Initiation / Persistence (sustaining meaningful exchanges). 

Participate in discussions using new vocabulary → Initiation / 

Realisation (sharing ideas, applying learned words). 

Offer explanations for why things happen → Realisation / 

Anticipation (reasoning, predicting). 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences, using tenses and 

conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation (organising thought and 

expressing clearly). 

Retell stories/narratives with new vocabulary → Realisation / 

Persistence (understanding and reconstructing meaning). 

Anticipate key events in stories → Anticipation (predicting 

outcomes). 

Use/understand new vocabulary in discussions and role-play → 

Exploration / Initiation (experimenting with and applying words). 

Write recognisable letters (mostly correct formation) → 

Persistence / Realisation (practising motor skills, accuracy). 

Spell words by segmenting and representing with letters → 

Exploration / Realisation (phoneme–grapheme mapping). 

Write simple phrases/sentences readable by others → Initiation 

/ Persistence (creating meaningful text for communication). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A House for Hermit Crab  

by Eric Carle 

 

Outcomes:  Create own “My Special Home” story | Write and 

share a short narrative about change, friendship, and finding a 

place to belong, inspired by A House for Hermit Crab. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about homes, sea creatures, and change 

→ Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about growing, moving, and making new friends 

→ Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary 

(shell, coral, seaweed, ocean, decorate) → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why the Hermit Crab needed to move 

house → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and temporal 

language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., who will Hermit Crab 

meet?) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., decorating, 

exploring, helping) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → Persistence 

/ Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or descriptive phrases confidently → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and ocean-related words → 



 
 

City of Rochester School 9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Colour Monster  

by Anna Llenas 

 

Outcomes: Create own “Feelings” narrative poem | Performance & expressive 

poetry; write and perform an emotional narrative inspired by The Colour 

Monster. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond during poetry readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about emotions and story events → Realisation / 

Initiation. 

Engage in discussions using descriptive and feeling words → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Hold simple back-and-forth exchanges about characters’ emotions → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Use new vocabulary to describe feelings in role-play or writing → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Explain how characters feel and why → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Retell the story using own words and emotional vocabulary → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Anticipate how emotions change in the story → Anticipation. 

Say and recognise sounds for alphabet + key digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Read emotion words and simple phrases aloud → Persistence / Realisation. 

Read short rhyming or feeling-based poems confidently → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and feeling words → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple emotion words by identifying sounds → Exploration / Realisation. 

Write simple sentences/poetry lines expressing feelings → Persistence / 

Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word Collector  

by Peter H. Reynolds 

Outcomes: Create own “My Special Words” story | Write and share a short 

narrative or collection inspired by The Word Collector, celebrating favourite 

and powerful words. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about words, meanings, and emotions → Realisation / 

Initiation. 

Hold conversations about words that describe feelings, actions, and ideas → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary (collect, words, 

share, inspire, express) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why words are important or meaningful → Realisation / 

Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using a range of words → Initiation 

/ Realisation. 

Retell or sequence events from the story using descriptive language → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., what new words Jerome will find) → 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask questions and make comments about kindness and helping others 

→ Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about what makes a person kind or helpful → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in group/class/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary (giant, 

kind, helpful, gift) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters act kindly → Realisation / 

Anticipation. 

Express ideas/feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story using sequence and new descriptive vocabulary → 

Realisation / Persistence. 

Anticipate key story events (who the Giant helps next) → 

Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play (giant, crown, scarf, sandal, kind) → 

Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or rhyming lines confidently → Persistence 

/ Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and character names → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Write simple sentences or rhyming lines others can read → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkin Soup 

 by Helen Cooper 

Outcomes: Create own “Autumn Soup” narrative poem | 

Performance/narrative poetry; write and perform a story poem 

inspired by Pumpkin Soup. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about friendship, sharing, and teamwork → 

Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about taking turns and working together → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary 

(pumpkin, stirring, soup, friends, cabin) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters argue or make up → Realisation 

/ Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and emotion words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next in the story (e.g., will the friends 

cook again?) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or retelling (e.g., Cat, Duck, Squirrel, 

stirring the soup) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Read simple words and phrases related to the story → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud rhyming or repetitive story sentences → Persistence / 

them with others → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (worry, share, calm, friend, feeling) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters feel or act in 

certain ways → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story using emotional and descriptive 

language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., how Ruby will 

solve her worry) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

“talk,” “listen,” “help,” “feel”) → Exploration / 

Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words about emotions → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or dialogue confidently → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and emotion-related words 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story showing how to 

share worries → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bee-Bim Bop!  

by Linda Sue Park and Ho Baek Lee 

 

Outcomes: Create own “Cooking with My Family” story 

| Write and share a short narrative about preparing 

and enjoying food together, inspired by Bee-Bim Bop! 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about cooking, families, and 

traditions → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about food, routines, and helping at 

home → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (mix, chop, rice, bowl, family) → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters cook together 

or celebrate food → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and experiences in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using time words (first, 

next, then, finally) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., when the food 

is ready) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

mixing, tasting, eating) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple cooking words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration 

/ Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about building or 

decorating a home → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somebody Crunched Colin  

by Sarah Roberts & Hannah Peck 

Outcomes: Create own “Helping Our World” story | Write and 

share a short narrative about looking after the environment and 

working together, inspired by Somebody Crunched Colin. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about littering, helping, and caring for 

nature → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about keeping places clean and protecting 

wildlife → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary 

(recycle, rubbish, litter, park, clean, help) → Initiation / 

Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why Colin got crunched and how it could be 

prevented → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using environmental and descriptive 

language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., who will help clean up?) 

→ Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., cleaning, 

helping, sorting) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple environmental words → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or repeated phrases confidently → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and environmental words (e.g., bin, bag, 

park) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration 

/ Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about caring for the 

environment → Persistence / Initiation. 
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Anticipation. 

Use new and favourite words in role-play or storytelling → Exploration / 

Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read new or unfamiliar words → Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud word lists or short sentences confidently → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and favourite words → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple and high-interest words by identifying sounds → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story using favourite or collected words → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and key story words → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Spell simple words by identifying sounds (e.g., soup, pot, cat) → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or rhyming lines about sharing and friendship 

→ Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

 

Outcomes: Create own “Special Toy” narrative poem | 

Performance/narrative poetry; write and perform a story poem 

inspired by Dogger. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about feelings, loss, and kindness → 

Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about special toys or belongings → Persistence / 

Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary (toy, 

fair, lost, found, special) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters feel sad or happy → 

Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using emotional and descriptive language 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., will Dogger be found?) → 

Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., fair, prize, toy 

stall) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences and emotional story phrases → Persistence 

/ Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and familiar character names → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Write short sentences or rhyming lines about friendship and kindness 

→ Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Is Our House  

by Michael Rosen and Bob Graham 

Outcomes: Create own “Everyone’s Welcome” narrative poem | 

Performance/narrative poetry; write and perform a story poem 

inspired by This Is Our House. 

 

Literacy 

Read aloud short rhyming or repetitive phrases 

confidently → Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and food-related words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about helping 

to cook → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rainbow Fish  

by Marcus Pfister 

 

Outcomes: Create own “Sharing Makes Us Shine” story 

| Write and share a short narrative about kindness and 

friendship, inspired by The Rainbow Fish. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about sharing, kindness, and 

friendship → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about what it means to be a good 

friend → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (scales, shiny, share, ocean, friend) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters act kindly or 

selfishly → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using emotional and 

descriptive language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., will the 

Rainbow Fish share another scale?) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

giving, helping, sharing) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words related to the story 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or repetitive phrases 

confidently → Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and story-related words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about sharing 

or being kind → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somebody Swallowed Stanley  

by Sarah Roberts & Hannah Peck 
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Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about fairness, sharing, and inclusion → 

Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about taking turns and including others → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary (house, 

sharing, friends, welcome, fair) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters act kindly or unfairly → 

Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story using descriptive and emotional language → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., will everyone be allowed in 

the house?) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or discussion (e.g., “This is our house!” 

“You can come in!”) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Read simple words and phrases related to the story → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or dialogue confidently → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and key story words (e.g., house, fair, 

share) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple words by identifying sounds → Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or rhyming lines about sharing and kindness → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lion Inside  

by Rachel Bright & Jim Field 

 

Outcomes: Create own “The Brave Little…” story | Write and share a 

short narrative about finding courage and confidence, inspired by The 

Lion Inside. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about bravery, fear, and friendship → 

Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about what it means to be brave and kind → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary (lion, 

mouse, brave, roar, afraid) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters act bravely or feel scared → 

Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and emotional language 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., how the mouse will help the 

lion) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., roaring, helping, 

facing fears) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Outcomes: Create own “Stanley’s Ocean Friends” story 

| Write and share a short narrative about caring for 

the environment and protecting sea creatures, inspired 

by Somebody Swallowed Stanley. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about animals, the ocean, and 

pollution → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about helping the environment and 

keeping oceans clean → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (plastic, ocean, turtle, whale, bag) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why Stanley caused problems 

and how they were solved → Realisation / 

Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and 

environmental language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., who will meet 

Stanley next?) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

swimming, helping, cleaning) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words related to the ocean 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or repeated phrases 

confidently → Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and key story words (e.g., 

fish, sea, bag, whale) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about helping 

sea creatures → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Runaway Wok  

by Ying Chang Compestine & Sebastia Serra 

 

Outcomes: Create own “The Magic Helper” story | 

Write and share a short narrative about kindness, 

fairness, and celebration, inspired by The Runaway 

Wok. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about fairness, kindness, and 

sharing → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about helping others and doing 

what’s right → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (wok, market, food, New Year, magic) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why the wok helps the family 

and the town → Realisation / Anticipation. 
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Read aloud rhyming or repetitive story sentences confidently → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and story-related words (e.g., lion, mouse, 

roar) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about being brave or helping 

others → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing a Shell  

by Julia Donaldson & Lydia Monks 

 

Outcomes: Create own “Sharing Together” story | Write and share a 

short narrative about friendship, teamwork, and helping others, 

inspired by Sharing a Shell. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about friendship, sharing, and cooperation → 

Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about helping others and getting along → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary (shell, 

crab, anemone, brush, friend) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters argue or learn to share → 

Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and emotional language 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., will the friends share again?) 

→ Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., sharing, helping, 

building) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud rhyming or repetitive phrases confidently → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and sea-themed words → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about sharing or teamwork → 

Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meisha Makes Friends  

by Tom Percival 

 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using time and descriptive 

language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., who the wok 

will visit next) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

cooking, sharing, helping) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or dialogue confidently → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and food or celebration 

words → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about helping 

or sharing → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luna and the Moon Rabbit  

by Camille Whitcher 

 

Outcomes: Create own “My Night-Time Adventure” 

story | Write and share a short imaginative narrative 

about exploration, wonder, and friendship, inspired by 

Luna and the Moon Rabbit. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about dreams, adventure, and 

discovery → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about imagination, curiosity, and 

night-time journeys → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (moon, lantern, rabbit, stars, dream) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why Luna follows the Moon 

Rabbit → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and 

imaginative language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., where the 

Moon Rabbit will lead Luna) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

exploring, following, glowing) → Exploration / 

Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple words from the story → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud descriptive or repetitive phrases 

confidently → Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and story-related words 

(e.g., moon, dream, rabbit) → Persistence / 
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Outcomes: Create own “Making Friends” story | Write and share a 

short narrative about friendship, feelings, and understanding others, 

inspired by Meesha Makes Friends. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → Exploration / 

Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about making friends and understanding 

feelings → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about kindness, empathy, and being a good friend 

→ Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new vocabulary 

(friendship, shy, kind, share, play) → Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters find friendship difficult or 

rewarding → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using tenses/conjunctions 

→ Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and emotional vocabulary 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., how Meesha will make new 

friends) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., meeting, helping, 

sharing) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple friendship-related words → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Read aloud short sentences or dialogue confidently → Persistence / 

Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and key story words (e.g., friend, play, 

kind) → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about making or helping a 

friend → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about an 

adventure or dream → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pout-Pout Fish Far, Far from Home  

by Deborah Diesen & Dan Hanna 

 

Outcomes: Create own “My Journey Home” story | 

Write and share a short narrative about feeling lost, 

finding help, and returning home, inspired by The Pout-

Pout Fish Far, Far from Home. 

 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about being lost, worried, or 

finding the way home → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about problem-solving, courage, and 

friendship → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (ocean, travel, home, lost, map, help) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why the Pout-Pout Fish feels 

sad or relieved → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and 

emotional language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., who will help 

Pout-Pout Fish next?) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

swimming, searching, helping) → Exploration / 

Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple story-related words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud rhyming or repetitive sentences confidently 

→ Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and ocean or travel-related 

words → Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about an 

adventure or journey → Persistence / Initiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Turtle’s Race with Beaver  

by Joseph and James Bruchac 
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Outcomes: Create own “The Great Animal Race” story | 

Write and share a short narrative about fairness, 

perseverance, and teamwork, inspired by The Turtle’s 

Race with Beaver. 

Literacy 

Listen attentively & respond to story readings → 

Exploration / Persistence. 

Ask and answer questions about fairness, competition, 

and problem-solving → Realisation / Initiation. 

Hold conversations about winning, losing, and trying 

your best → Persistence / Initiation. 

Participate in class/group/1:1 discussions using new 

vocabulary (turtle, beaver, race, pond, fair) → 

Initiation / Realisation. 

Offer explanations for why characters act fairly or 

unfairly → Realisation / Anticipation. 

Express ideas and feelings in full sentences using 

tenses/conjunctions → Initiation / Realisation. 

Retell the story in sequence using descriptive and moral 

language → Persistence / Realisation. 

Anticipate what might happen next (e.g., how the 

animals will solve their conflict) → Anticipation. 

Use new vocabulary in role-play or storytelling (e.g., 

racing, cheering, helping) → Exploration / Initiation. 

Say sounds for alphabet + 10 digraphs → Exploration / 

Realisation. 

Blend sounds to read simple animal or action words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Read aloud repetitive or rhyming phrases confidently → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Write recognisable letters and animal-related words → 

Persistence / Realisation. 

Spell simple CVC/CCVC words by identifying sounds → 

Exploration / Realisation. 

Write short sentences or a simple story about being 

fair or showing determination → Persistence / 

Initiation. 
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Year 1  
Communication Focus 

6 weeks 

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

Culture Focus 

6 weeks 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 
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Conflict Focus 

6 weeks 

 

Conservation Focus 

6 weeks 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

Beegu by Alexis Deacon 

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Descriptions, commands, 

letters, nonsense-word dictionary, poems, 

non-fiction  

Report.  

 

Spelling focus: be, he, me, she, we, 

friend, house. and adjacent consonants.  

 

Phonic focus: Revision of alternative 

graphemes for /ee/. The sounds /f/, /l/, 

/s/, /z/  

and /k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and  

ck 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: decode 

short words | EL2 Writing: simple 

poems/letters | EL3 Speaking: describe 

characters 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

The Sea Saw 

Tom Percival 

(3 weeks) 

 

 

 

Outcomes  :  Writing in role; notes of 

advice; missing posters; diary entries; 

letters of thanks 

 

Spelling focus:  common exception words 

- The days of the week 

- Name the letters of the alphabet: 

- Naming the letters of the alphabet in 

order 

- Using the prefix un– 

- Using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no 

change is needed in the spelling of root 

words [for  

example, helping, helped, helper, eating, 

quicker, quickest 

 

Cross-curricular Coverage:  Human and 

physical geography – use basic 

geographical  

vocabulary to refer to: key physical 

features, including beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, mountain,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naughty Bus 

Jan Oke and Jerry Oke  

(3 weeks) 

 

 

 

Outcomes: Letters, diaries, 

sequels, non-chronological reports 

 

Spelling focus: was, here, there, 

where. Exception Words -tch. 

Adding s and es to words  

(plural of nouns and the  

first person singular of  

verbs). 

 

Phonic focus: ar, ee, ea (/i:/), ea 

(/ɛ/), er (/ɜ:/), er (/ə/), ir, ur. oo 

(/u:/), oo (/ʊ/), oa, oe. Common  

 

Cross-curricular Coverage: 

History (Y1 Changes within living 

memory): Where appropriate,  

these should be used to reveal 

aspects of change in national life 

(Transport).  

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: 

labels/posters | EL2 Writing: 

diary entries | EL3 Speaking: 

share ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yeti and the Bird 

Nadia Shireen  

(3 weeks) 

 

 

 

Outcomes: List of rules, letters, 

postcards, character 

descriptions 

 

Spelling focus: friend, says, 

your 

Some, Adding -er and -est to 

adjectives where no change is 

needed to the root word. 

Alternative spellings for ‘long e. 

 

Phonic focus: Revision of split 

vowel Digraph, Revision of the 

alternative graphemes for long 

e: ee, ea, e and e_e. Alternative 

vowel grapheme revision.  

 

Cross-curricular Coverage:  
Geography (Y1 Locational 

knowledge): Identify seasonal 

and daily weather patterns in 

the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of 

the  

world in relation to the Equator 

and the North and South Poles.  

 

Entry level Links:    EL1 

Writing: lists | EL2 Writing: 

postcards | EL3 Speaking: 

describe characters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send for a superhero 

Michael Rosen (3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Wanted posters, 

letters, speech bubbles, diaries, 

emails, character descriptions 

 

Overview:  children create their 

own superheroes and use them  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pig the Pug 

Aaron Blabey 

 

 

Outcomes: Character comparisons, 

fact sheets, shared poem, own 

version narratives 

 

Spelling focus: friend, there, were, 

we, was, a. Using k for the /k/ 

sound. Common Exception Words -

tch.  

 

Phonic focus: revision of ai, oi, ay 

and oy.  Revision of adjacent  

Consonants and ng as in -ing. 

 

Entry level Links:    EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Writing: fact sheets | 

EL3 Writing: narrative poem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to be a dog 

Jo Williamson 

(3 weeks in total for both books) 

 

Outcomes: Character comparisons, 

fact sheets, shared poem, own 

version narratives.  

 

Spelling focus: friend, there, were, 

we, was, a. Using k for the /k/ 

sound. Common Exception Words -

tch.  

 

Phonic focus: revision of ai, oi, ay 

and oy.  Revision of adjacent  

Consonants and ng as in -ing.  

 

 

 

 

 

   The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett 

(3 weeks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Want My Hat Back 

Jon Klassen  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Questions, speech 

bubbles, letters, lists.  

 

Spelling focus: has, I, no, my, love. 

The /v/ sound at the end of words 

Adding the prefix –un  

 

Phonic focus: or, ore, aw, au, 

air, ear(/ɛə/), ear, are(/ɛə/) 

Revision of phase 5 

 

Entry level Links:    EL1 Writing: 

lists | EL2 Writing: letters | EL3 

Speaking: explain story events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billy and the Beast 

Nadia Shireen  

(3 weeks) 

 

 

Outcomes: Wanted posters, 

summary, emails, character 

descriptions, recipes.  

 

Spelling focus: you, they, are, she 

Her, there, where. Words ending 

in -y (/i:/ or /ɪ/). The /ŋ/ sound 

spelt n before k.  

 

Phonic focus: air, ear(/ɛə/), a-e, e-

e, i-e. o-e, u-e, Non-words, 

Adjacent consonants.  

Entry level Links:    EL1 Writing: 

captions | EL2 Writing: character 

descriptions | EL3 Writing: 

recipes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leo and the Octopus  

by Isabelle Marinov 

(3 weeks) 

 

 

 

Outcomes: Letters, first person recount, diaries, 

letters, posters, reports 

 

Spelling focus: come, you, here, push. Adding -s 

and -es to words 

Adding the ending -ed to verbs 

 

Phonic focus: oo (/u:/), oo(/ʊ/) 

Digraphs: ai, ee, ea 

Split digraphs: i_e, o_e 

 

Cross-curricular Coverage: Autism, Asperger's 

syndrome, octopus, friendship, underwater 

worlds, science, neurodiversity 

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: decode simple 

words | EL2 Writing: posters | EL3 Writing: 

diary entries 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lost and Found 

Oliver Jeffers 

(3 weeks) 

 

 

Outcomes: Character descriptions, retellings, 

advice, instructions, non-chronological reports.  

 

Spelling focus: once, one, ask, come, some. New 

consonant spellings ph and wh. Words ending in -y 

(/i:/ or /I/).  

 

Phonic focus: Revision of the r-controlled  

Vowels. Revision of the vowel digraphs ai, oi, ay 

and oy. Revision of the alternative graphemes for 

long e: ee and ea.  

 

Cross-curricular Coverage: Geography (Y1 

Locational knowledge): Name and locate the  

world’s seven continents and five oceans; 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 

the  

United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation to the Equator  

and the North and South Poles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish 

Michael Foreman  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Letters, setting 

descriptions, instructions, 

narrative (retelling), pamphlet, 

poster.  

 

Spelling focus: so, of, by, go. 

Adding -er and -est where  

no change is needed to the  

root word 

 

Phonic focus: Alternative spelling 

of /m/ using -mb. Revision of the 

vowel digraph ou.  

 

Cross-curricular Coverage: 

Science (Y1 Materials): 

Distinguish between an object and 

the material from which it is 

made; Identify and name a variety 

of everyday materials, including  

wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, 

and rock 

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Writing: 

letters | EL2 Writing: setting 

descriptions | EL3 Writing: 

posters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Astro Girl  

Ken Wilson-Max 

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Writing in role, 

commands, ‘how to’ guides 

 

Overview: create commands in 

the format of a ‘how to’ guide. 

They collaborate to pose questions 

and write predictions as responses 

before reading to the end of the 

text. Then they are asked to 

write a leaflet about training to 

be an astronaut, space-travel and 
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sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season, and weather; key human features, 

including:  

city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 

office, port, harbour, and shop 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: 

labels/posters | EL2 Writing: diary 

entries | EL3 Speaking: share ideas  

to defeat baddies set to destroy 

their school. During the 

sequence, they write letters and 

emails asking for help, create 

wanted posters, generate 

character descriptions for their 

invented superheroes  

and the create their own version 

of the Send for the Superhero 

story. 

 

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words 

are, were, was, you, they 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

New consonant spellings ph and 

wh 

The /ŋ/ sound spelt n before k 

Phonics 

ou ow (/aʊ/) ow (/əʊ/), ue ew 

ie(/aɪ/) ie (/i:/) igh 

Revision of phase 5 

 

Entry level Links:    EL1 

Writing: labels/posters | EL2 

Writing: character descriptions 

| EL3 Writing: story version 

 

Outcomes:   Thought and speech 

bubbles, diary entry, letter, 

certificate. 

 

Overview:   
literary theme of similarities and 

differences and connections can be 

made to different types of  

families and the book. Within this 

sequence, children begin by 

identifying different types of eggs 

and predicting who they might 

belong to, before exploring the text 

and its  

many PSHE and Scientific links. The 

final outcome is for children to make 

a non-fiction ‘Egg Spotter’s Guide’ 

after researching different types of 

eggs from the book 

 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

put, push, pull, full  

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Adding the endings -ing, -ed and -er 

where no change is needed to the 

root words Phonics 

The consonant digraph ng 

Adjacent consonants 

 

Entry level Links:    EL1 Writing: 

captions | EL2 Writing: diary entries 

| EL3 Writing: non-fiction guide 

Geography (Y1 Human and physical geography): 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns  

in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and 

cold areas of the world in relation to the  

Equator and the North and South Poles.  

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: retell with 

support | EL2 Writing: instructions | EL3 

Writing: non-chronological reports 

 

other facts and research layout 

and language features of this type 

of writing.  There is also a session 

on glossaries and the suggestion 

that the leaflets be ‘instantly 

published’. 

 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

the, a, do, to, today 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Compound words 

Phonics 

ai, oi, ay, oy 

a-e, e-e, i-e. o-e, u-e 

 

Entry level Links:  E EL1 Writing: 

labels | EL2 Writing: leaflet | EL3 

Writing: glossary 
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Year 2  

Communication Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

Culture Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 
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Conflict Focus  

6 weeks   

Conservation Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cakes in Space by Phillip Reeve 

and Sarah McIntyre 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS  

Outcomes:  Cakes in Space which 

starts with children making 

inferences and predictions using 

the fabulous illustrations. 

Children go on to create 

character descriptions, 

retrieving evidence from the 

text and identifying vocabulary 

using this to start to examine the 

effect of particular words and 

phrases. 

Entry level Links:    EL1 Reading: 

decode words | EL2 Reading: 

identify vocabulary | EL3 

Speaking: infer character 

feelings 

 

 

 

 

 

Grimwood by Nadia Shireen 

GUIDED READING FOCUS  

Outcomes:   children will: explore 

the effect of word choices and 

phrases that the author has 

used; identify and sequence key 

events; make inferences and 

predict future events. There are 

plenty of opportunities for paired 

and group activities to develop 

critical thinking skills and 

resources have been included 

throughout for ease of planning 

and delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

The journey home 

Frann Preston-Gannom 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Posters, lists, postcards, wanted 

posters, information report, short stories 

Main Outcome: Persuasive letter.  

 

Spelling focus: Spelling Objective/Common 

Exception Words, because, cold, could, 

every, find, Grass, kind, plant, prove, should. 

Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words 

of one syllable  

ending in a single consonant letter after a 

single vowel letter. Adding the endings –ing, 

–ed, –er, –est and –y to words ending in –e 

with a consonant before it.  

Cross-curricular Coverage:  Science (Y2 

Living things and their habitats): Identify 

that most  

living things live in habitats to which they 

are suited and describe how different 

habitats provide for the basic needs of 

different kinds of animals and plants, and 

how they depend on each  

other. 

Science (Y2 Living things and their 

habitats): Identify and name a variety of 

plants and animals  

in their habitats, including microhabitats 

describe how animals obtain their food from 

plants and other animals, using the idea of a 

simple food chain, and identify and name 

different sources of food 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Writing: posters | 

EL2 Writing: postcards | EL3 Writing: 

persuasive letter 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim and the Beanstalk  

by Raymond Briggs  

 

Outcomes: Children discover a 

beanstalk and footprint in the 

classroom and use this to engage 

with and learn the story and retell 

it to one another. Children then use 

their knowledge of the sequel to 

initially innovate and then create 

their own sequel to another well-

known fairytale, e.g. Auburn Hair 

and the Three Bears. 

  

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

again, beautiful, child, eye, half, 

hour, kind, move, poor, whole  

 

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and 

qu 

The /ʒ/ sound spelt s  

 

Entry level Links:    EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Writing: retell | EL3 

Writing: sequel 

  

 

 

 

 

The Minpins 

 Roald Dahl 

Outcomes:  Danger posters, setting 

descriptions, character descriptions, 

information reports,  

Postcards and own version adventure 

narrative.  

 

Spelling focus: Spelling 

Objective/Common Exception Words, 

child, children, clothes, find 

Hold, Mr, Mrs, only, people, told 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: 

posters | EL2 Writing: character 

descriptions | EL3 Writing: adventure 

narrative 

 

 

 

 

A walk in London 

Salvatore Rubbino 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Recounts of a trip around 

the local area, statements of 

information. ‘A Walk in…’ guidebook 

Spelling focus: Spelling 

Objective/Word List Words 

After, busy, Christmas, climb  

Even, gold, money, past, people 

Sugar. The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al, 

–el and -le at the end of  

Words. The /s/ sound spelt c before 

e, i and y 

  

 
 
 
 

 Ocean Meets Sky 

by Eric Fan and Terry Fan 

 

Outcomes:   Setting and character 

descriptions, labels, diary entry, postcard, 

captain’s log, instructions, dialogue, 

extended fantasy narrative 

  

Overview:  The unit begins by introducing 

the authors to the children and 

highlighting the power of 

bookmaking/storytelling. Children find a 

mysterious box in the classroom labelled 

“Grandpa’s Stuff”. Inside they will find 

clues to who Grandpa was and his 

relationship with the main character, Finn. 

Finn misses his Grandfather after he has 

passed away and longs to travel to the 

fantastical worlds that his Grandpa would 

tell him about in his stories. Children are 

given a variety of meaningful writing 

opportunities throughout the sequence of 

learning and gradually build up the skills 

to write an extended fantasy story of 

their own.  

 

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

water, great, everybody, wild, beautiful, 

path, kind, last, pass, eye, gold 

  

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Adding the endings -ing, -ed, -er, -est and 

-y to words  

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: decode | 

EL2 Writing: diary entry | EL3 Writing: 

fantasy narrative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tadpole’s promise 

Jeannne Willis 

(3 weeks) 

   

 

 

 

Lost species 

Jess French 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Children start by sorting 

information and identifying 

meaning from new vocabulary. 

They then retrieve in order to 

explore how to use tables. Simple 

inferences are made through 

exploring the thoughts of 

scientists.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Street Beneath My Feet 

by Charlotte Guillian 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  children look at the 

vocabulary associated with the 

underground and earth and 

retrieve information as well as 

start to make some simple 

inferences. 

 

 

 

There’s a Rang-Tan in My 

Bedroom  

by  James Sellick and Frann 

Preston-Gannon 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  children will discover 

facts about orangutans and the 

problems with palm oil, as well as 

infer emotions caused by the 

destruction of habitats.  By 

   

If All the World Were... 

By Joseph Coelho 

  

Outcomes:  Writing in role, optional diary, letter of 

advice, short explanation 

  

Overview:  The children begin by responding to, 

What is…? questions, in the form of statements 

to create a kaleidoscope of memories. Then they 

share the text before inferring a character’s 

feelings and then writing in role. A letter from 

the main character is sent to the class, to which 

the children respond by giving advice. Children 

then draw upon ideas in the text to think about 

special objects, creating noun phrases for each. 

They then apply this idea into a non-narrative 

poem with a focus on drawing upon the author’s 

language. Finally, after watching the author read 

one of his pieces, they prepare their poem to read 

out loud and do so to an audience. Due to this 

book tackling the often taboo subject of death 

(of a grandparent) teachers will need to think 

carefully how to package things best for their 

own class. However, written outcomes are about 

using memories (not necessarily of lost loved 

ones), love and the beauty around us to develop 

resilience and the ability to express and deal with 

difficult feelings in a positive way. 
  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

children, parents, kind, child, beautiful, because, could, 

great, past, father 

 

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l and ll 

 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Speaking: share memories | EL2 

Writing: letter | EL3 Writing: poem 
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Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Reading: sequence 

events | EL3 Speaking: predict 

future events 

 

 

 

 

Cinderella - An Art Deco Fairy 

Tale retold by Lynn Roberts-

Maloney 

  (3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  developing children’s 

awareness of vocabulary within  

Context. Developing 

inference skills. Developing 

greater depth skills in Reading. 

listening to, discussing, and 

expressing views about a wide 

range of contemporary and 

classic poetry, stories, and non-

fiction at a level beyond that at 

which they can read 

independently, discussing the 

sequence of events in books and 

how items of information are 

related and becoming increasingly 

familiar with and retelling a wider 

range of stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales. 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: 

retell story | EL2 Writing: story 

sequencing | EL3 Writing: 

discussion 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Eric by Shaun Tan 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  Wanted posters, summary, 

emails, character descriptions, recipes 

Overview:  begins by examining some of the 

unusual word choices in the text and picking 

out how they are relevant. The leaf 

continues to look at word choices and how to 

to make simple inferences using these and 

other evidence presented. We finish by 

using some activities to help the children 

sequence and summarise. 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: retell story 

| EL2 Writing: summary | EL3 Writing: 

recipes 

 

 

 

 

  

Cross-curricular Coverage:  

Geography (Y2 Geographical skills and 

fieldwork): Use aerial  

photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human 

and physical features; devise a simple 

map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key.  

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: 

recounts | EL2 Writing: statements | 

EL3 Writing: guidebook 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magic Finger 

by Roald Dahl 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  begins by making 

predictions about the book including 

what the magic finger might do. The 

leaf goes on to explore the 

characters of the Greggs and how 

they change and learn from their 

experiences. It finishes by looking at 

the character of the girl and thinking 

about how she uses her magic finger 

for good - and the children think 

about what positive change they 

might make with a magic finger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Outcomes:  simple explanations, speech 

bubbles, setting descriptions, thought 

bubbles,  

extended explanations, own-version 

narrative.  

Spelling focus: Spelling 

Objective/Common Exception Words, 

beautiful, both, break, mind, old, only, 

prove, sure, told 

Wild. The /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the end 

of words, the suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful , 

–less and –ly.  

Cross-curricular Coverage:  Science (Y2 

Animals including humans): Notice that 

animals, including humans, have offspring 

which grow into adults.  

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: labels | 

EL2 Writing: thought bubbles | EL3 

Writing: explanation 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Owl and the Pussycat by Edward  

Lear and Charlotte Voake 

 (3 weeks) 

Outcomes:   Letters, interviews, lists, 

instructions, Rhyming poem 

Overview: children explore the themes of 

the poem, write  

in role as the characters, create fictitious 

interviews, create lists of items they can 

take on their honeymoon and eventually 

innovate upon the poem to create their 

own versions. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

beautiful, both, break, last, gold, money, 

old, pretty, poor, water 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

The /r/ sound spelt wr at the beginning of 

words 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: lists | 

EL2 Writing: instructions | EL3 Writing: 

rhyming poem 

looking at the story from two 

different perspectives, children 

will learn how to sort and 

summarise information, label 

feelings and create a campaign 

poster to help save the 

orangutans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosie Revere, Engineer 

 Andrea Beaty 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:   Short explanations, writing in role, reports, 

adverts. 

Overview:  children begin by designing their own 

suspension/ draw-bridges. They then write a short 

explanation about how their bridge works. the children 

write a school report for Rosie. They then write their 

leaflet over several days, finishing off with the inclusion 

of Bubbles of Speech in the voice of Rosie Revere, 

where they use verbs in their contracted forms once 

again. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

after, class, great, hold, hour, half, improve, move, past, 

water 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

The /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge at the end of words, 

and sometimes spelt as g elsewhere in words before e, i 

and y 

The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –el at the end of words 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: labels | EL2 Writing: 

short explanation | EL3 Writing: reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Fire of London  

by Emma Adams and James Weston Lewis 

Outcomes:   Short explanations, writing in role, reports, 

adverts.  

Overview:   children explore London in the present and 

the past, through the story of the great fire. Children 

compare the London of today and the London of 1666, 

using past and present tense. A sense of audience and 

purpose is heightened as children write a spiel for a 

tourism event and write a blurb for the Museum of 

London’s Great Fire exhibit. They explore the cause of 

the fire and create warning posters in role as King 

Charles II. Drama is used throughout to explore the 

experiences of Londoners during the fire and children 

create speech bubbles and diary entries. Children also 
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The Dragon Machine  

by Helen Ward. 

Outcomes children are initially engaged by 

noticing a dragon tail and then going on a 

dragon hunt across the school. Children 

then create a guide, exploring descriptive 

and positional language. They engage with 

the main character in the story’s thoughts 

and emotions through letter writing. 

Throughout the sequence, children 

explore a number of spelling patterns and 

rules from the Y2 Programme of Study, 

and these are specifically edited for in 

their final outcome of an extended 

‘dragon machine’ story. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

behind, busy, climb, could, doors, floor, 

many, parents, people, wild 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Words ending –il 

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after w 

The /ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: decode | 

EL2 Writing: guides | EL3 Writing: 

adventure narrative 

 

role play being in the King’s Council and make speeches 

giving King Charles II advice on what to do to combat 

the fire. Children also write certificates to give out to 

brave Londoners in a royal ceremony. The class will 

create their own mini–London Museum in class to publish 

and display their work. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

any, clothes, everybody, fast, great, improve, most, 

poor, should, who 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al and –el at the end of 

words 

The /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and y 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: posters | EL2 Writing: 

recounts | EL3 Writing: news report 
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Year 3 

Communication Focus  

6 weeks  

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

Culture Focus  

6 weeks  

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 
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Conflict Focus  

6 weeks  

 

Conservation Focus  

6 weeks  

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

 

 

 

 

The BFG 

Roald Dahl  

(3 weeks) 

  

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes: Developing positive 

attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they read. 

Listening to and discussing a wide 

range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-

fiction, and reference  

books or textbooks. Reading books 

that are structured in different ways 

and reading for a range of purposes. 

Increasing their familiarity with a 

wide range of books, including fairy 

stories, myths and legends, and 

retelling some of these orally. 

Identifying themes and conventions in 

a wide range of books. Discussing 

words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination. 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Reading: retell events | 

EL3 Writing: discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

Leon and the Place Between 

Angela McAllister  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  persuasive poster, setting 

description, thought bubbles / diary 

entry, dialogue. Own version fantasy 

narrative. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The lost spells by Robert 

MacFarlane and Jackie 

Morris 

Outcomes: Children will study 

three poems from the collection 

in particular: Jackdaw, Grey 

Seal and Woodpecker.  Children 

begin by exploring the notion of 

'spells' and make predictions 

about what the Lost Spells may 

be about.  They then move on to 

study each poem in turn, 

investigating the vocabulary and 

meanings within each and 

examining the authors' use of 

poetic devices.  Through 

studying three poems side by 

side, children are encouraged to 

make comparisons by 

summarising and identifying 

similarities between each.  

There will also be opportunities 

for children to work in small 

groups to discuss and share 

thoughts about their reading. 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 

Speaking: recite lines | EL2 

Reading: compare poems | EL3 

Writing: poetry response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth Shattering Events 

Robin Jacobs  

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  Identifying main 

ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph and summarising 

these. Identifying how language, 

  

 
  

  

 

 

 

Cloud Tea Monkeys by Mal Peet 

and Elspeth Graham 

 

 

Outcomes: Descriptive passage, writing 

in role, ‘how to’ guide (instructions), 

letter, discussion 

 

Overview: The children experience an 

immersive session where they smell and 

taste a range of different teas before 

creating descriptive statements to 

describe a tea. A basket is then 

delivered and inside is a magical and 

moving story about Cloud Tea and how 

monkeys save a young girl and her 

mother. As the text is read, the children 

are exposed to range of language 

activities to stimulate grammatical 

development and reading comprehension 

skills. The children then write letters of 

thanks to the monkeys. Using the 

authors’ note as further stimulus, 

children research, plan and then write a 

non-chronological report on tea, the tea-

trade and traditions relating to tea. 

 

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

calendar, circle, enough, fruit, medicine, 

regular, strength, woman/women 

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

The /i/sound spelt y elsewhere than at 

the end of a word 

Homophones and other words that are 

often confused 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: labels | 

EL2 Writing: letters | EL3 Writing: non-

chronological report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cinderella of the Nile 

Beverley Naidoo (3 weeks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Penguin and the lost treasure  

by Alex T Smith 

 

Outcomes: Descriptive story opening, 

informal note of advice, formal letter in 

role, descriptive retelling, conversation 

between characters, book review 

 

Overview: The sequence of learning 

begins with children entering the 

classroom to find a delicious platter of 

fruit which is accompanied by an 

ominous note and a mysterious poem 

from the text hidden within. They 

debate whether to eat the fruit and 

share their reactions to the poem, 

before going on to explore the initial 

illustrations to the story and write a 

descriptive opening to set the scene. As 

they read the text, they are faced with 

numerous dilemmas to respond to in the 

form of discussion, informal notes and 

formal letters. There is a focus on 

using descriptive and grammatical 

devices to convey atmosphere and 

emotions as children retell parts of the 

story before finally creating their own 

narrative prequel to Paradise Sands, 

drawing upon the story structure and 

applying the skills they have developed 

over the course of the Writing Root 

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

apparent, government, neighbour, 

parliament, thorough 

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Homophones and other words that are 

often confused 

Words containing the suffix -ate, -ify, -

en  

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after 

c 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Writing: retell | EL3 

Writing: descriptive narrative 

 

 

 

The Heart and the Bottle 

Oliver Jeffers  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Character descriptions, 

narrative retelling 

Main Outcome: ‘Dilemma’ narrative. 

Spelling focus:   appear early earth 

heard heart learn.  More prefixes: in, il, 

im- and ir- and their effect on a word.  

The suffix -ous.  

Cross-curricular Coverage:  

PSHE: Grief, loss, feelings, emotions, 

mental health 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Writing: retell | EL3 

Writing: dilemma narrative 

 

 

 

 

Jim, A Cautionary Tale 

Hilaire Belloc  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Warning poster, alternative 

ending, performance poetry, letter of 

apology. Narrative poem 

Spelling focus:   accidentally caught 

experience learn mention naughty.  

Endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –

tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian and the suffix -

ation 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Speaking: 

recite lines | EL2 Writing: alternative 

ending | EL3 Writing: narrative poem 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Live Forever  

by Colin  

Thompson  

  

Outcomes:   Lost poster, letter of 

warning, character and setting 

descriptions, instructions, prequal   
   
Overview:    

Children explore the themes and ideas 

set out in the book, as well as writing a 

prequel, character and setting 

descriptions, lost book posters and also 

letters of warning/advice.   
   
Spelling focus   

Common Exception Words   

exercise, knowledge, length, library, 

ordinary, peculiar, weighty   

Spelling Rules and Patterns Words 

ending with the /g/ sound spelt -gue 

and the /k/ sound spelt -que (French in 

origin)   

Endings which sound like /ʒən/  
 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: labels 

| EL2 Writing: letters | EL3 Writing: 

descriptive narrative 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Flotsam 

David Wiesner (3 weeks) 

Outcomes:   Setting descriptions, 

narrative retelling, non- chronological 

reports, letters (informal). Sequel 

(mystery narrative)  

Spelling focus:   bicycle material 

occasion(ally) recent separate strange 

various.  More prefixes: sub–, auto– and 

re– and their effect on a word.  Words 

with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/.  

Cross-curricular Coverage:  Geography 

(Y4 Place knowledge): Understand 

geographical similarities and 

   

 

 

 

Odd and the Frost 

Giants  

Neil Gaiman & Chris 

Riddell 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Narrative 

recount, character and 

setting descriptions, 

letters, short 

explanations 

Overview:  exemplified 

grammar activities 

throughout, as well as 

including Drama 

techniques such as 

thought tapping. Visual 

images are also 

incorporated. Specific 

teaching strategies are 

highlighted in bold and 

there is a glossary to 

explain how each of these 

work in a classroom 

situation. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

believe, breath, famous, 

naughty, reign, strength, 

special, surprises, 

favourite, considered 

Spelling Rules and 

Patterns 

The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou 

More Prefixes: Super-, 

Im-, In-, Il-, Ir-  

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 

Reading: decode | EL2 

Writing: letters | EL3 

Writing: myth narrative 
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Spelling focus: appear believe 

disappear experience famous heard.  

More prefixes: dis–, mis– and their 

effect on a word.  Endings which 

sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, –sion, –

ssion, –cian.  

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: 

labels | EL2 Writing: setting 

description | EL3 Writing: fantasy 

narrative 

 

structure, and presentation 

contribute to meaning. Retrieve 

and record information from 

non-fiction. Participate in 

discussion about both books 

that are read to them.  Asking 

questions to improve their 

understanding of a text.  
Discussing words and phrases 

that capture the reader’s 

interest and imagination.  
Reading books that are 

structured in different ways 

and reading for a range of 

purposes. Developing positive 

attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they 

read. listening to and discussing 

a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction, and reference 

books or textbooks.  

 Entry level Links:   EL1 

Reading: retrieve info | EL2 

Reading: summarise | EL3 

Speaking: discuss 

 

Outcomes:  Short news report, diary 

entry, character description, advert. 

Own version traditional tale.  

Spelling focus:  Different difficult 

February heard island often straight. 

The /i/sound spelt y elsewhere than at 

the end of a word. Homophones and near 

homophones accept/ except 

affect/effect ball/bawl, berry/bury 

brake/ break missed/mist peace/piece 

rain/reign scene/seen weather/whether. 

Cross-curricular Coverage:   Geography 

(Y3 Human and physical geography): 

Physical geography, including climate 

zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: labels | 

EL2 Writing: letters | EL3 Writing: non-

chronological report  

 

 

 

Africa, Amazing Africa 

Atinuke  

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes: drawing on what they already 

know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher. 

Checking that the text makes sense to 

them as they read and correcting 

inaccurate reading. Making inferences 

based on what is being said and done. 

Answering and asking questions. 

Predicting what might happen based on 

what has been read so far. Participate in 

discussion about books, poems and other 

works that are read to them and those 

that they can read for themselves, 

taking turns and listening to what others 

say. Explain and discuss their 

understanding of books, poems, and 

other material, both those that they 

listen to and those that they read for 

themselves. 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: decode 

| EL2 Reading: retrieve facts | EL3 

Speaking: discuss  

 

  

 

 

The First Drawing by  Mordicai 

Gerstein (3 weeks) 

Outcomes:   Character description, 

diary entry, recount 

Overview:  children explore the text, 

including exploration of the Stone Age 

and cave paintings. They write diary 

entries, explore the conventions of 

speech, create character descriptions 

and finish by writing their own 

historical narratives. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words describe, 

early, earth, imagine, suppose, surprise, 

thought 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

The suffix -ous 

 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: labels 

| EL2 Writing: diary | EL3 Writing: 

historical narrative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tin Forest 

Helen Ward 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Persuasive posters, 

information leaflets, postcards, diary 

entries, wishes, setting  

Descriptions. Persuasive information 

leaflet.  

Spelling focus:  particular perhaps 

position possible quarter question, 

therefore. Possessive apostrophe with 

plural words.  

Cross-curricular Coverage: Science 

(Y3 Plants): Explore the requirements 

of plants for life  

 differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of 

the United Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a region within 

North or South America. 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Writing: descriptive 

sentences | EL3 Writing: mystery 

narrative 

 

 

 

 

 

Sparky 

Jenny Offil  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Descriptive passage, ‘how to’ 

guide, letter, discussion, non-

chronological report 

Main Outcome: Own version narrative 

about an unusual friendship.  

Spelling focus:  promise actually 

arrive believe minute opposite 

probably.  The suffix -ly.  More 

prefixes (in-, il,- im-). 
 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Writing: labels | 

EL2 Writing: letters | EL3 Writing: 

report 

 

 

 

  

 

 

I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree 

Fiona Waters and Frann Preston-

Gannon 

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  children will explore poetic 

language and terminology and have the 

opportunity to explore the different 

seasons through each of the sessions as 

well as listening to music to evoke 

atmosphere. 
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and growth (air, light, water, nutrients 

from soil, and room to grow) and how 

they vary from  

plant to plant, Investigate the way in 

which water is transported within 

plants & explore the part  

that flowers play in the life cycle of 

flowering plants, including pollination, 

seed formation and seed dispersal. 

Entry level Links:   EL1 Writing: 

posters | EL2 Writing: postcards | EL3 

Writing: persuasive leaflet 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Speaking: recite 

poems | EL2 Reading: identify features 

| EL3 Writing: poetry response 
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Year 4  
Communication Focus 

6 weeks 

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

Culture Focus 

6 weeks 

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 
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Conflict Focus 

6 weeks 

Conservation Focus 

6 weeks 

 

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Humans by Jonny Marx and 

Charlie Davis 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  Spanning all of 

history's known ancient 

civilisations, children will compare 

achievements, stories, language, 

myths and more from each of era.  

Along the way they will develop 

their skills of retrieval, inference, 

summarising and comparing to 

complete activities, as well asking 

and answering questions and 

debating important points like 

'what really have been the 

greatest inventions of all time?'. 

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: 

decode | EL2 Reading: retrieve 

facts | EL3 Speaking: compare 

eras 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until I Met Dudley 

Roger McGough and Chris Riddell 

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Letter, short 

explanatory paragraph, Two 

explanation texts - formal and 

informal. 

 

Spelling focus:  answer, bicycle, 

centre, guide, knowledge, learn, 

questions, suppose, therefore 

minute.  Adding suffixes beginning 

with vowel letters to words of  

more than one syllable.  

 

Cross-curricular Coverage: 

Science (Y4 Sound): Identify how 

sounds are made, associating  

some of them with something 

vibrating Recognise that sounds 

get fainter as the distance from  

the sound source increases. 

 

Viking Voyages 

by Jack Tite 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING 

FOCUS 

 

Outcomes:  Discover 

facts about Vikings as 

well as their artefacts, 

mythology, religions 

and social structures 

through a range of 

engaging activities and 

comprehension tasks 

and questions that will 

support their reading 

of the text. 

Entry level Links:  EL1 

Reading: decode | EL2 

Reading: retrieve facts 

| EL3 Writing: report 

 

 

 

The Selfish Giant 

Oscar Wilde and 

Alexis Deacon 

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Letters, 

first person recount, 

diaries, letters, 

posters, reports. Own 

version narrative about 

kindness.  

 

Spelling focus:  earth, 

believe, build, 

actual(ly), 

occasion(ally), 

particular, perhaps, 

though/although, 

separate, eight.  More 

Prefixes: re-, anti.  
Words with the /eɪ/ 

sound spelt ei, eigh, ay 

or ey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tar Beach  

by Faith Ringgold (3 weeks) 

 

 

Outcomes: Character descriptions, formal 

letter, book review, dialogue (direct speech), 

retellings 

 

Overview:  children explore the theme of 

‘freedom’ and do so by creating their own story, 

written as a play script, where they master 

their own world by flying over it, eventually 

writing their own version of a ‘Tar Beach’ story 

about their own locality or chosen place. They 

will also create retellings, book reviews, 

character descriptions and dialogue. 

 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

address, circle, fruit, library, possess(ion), 

through, dessert, quarter, woman 

 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Homophones and near-homophones 

Possessive apostrophe with plural words  

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Writing: captions | EL2 

Writing: retell | EL3 Writing: play script  

 

 

 

  
 
 

The Undefeated 

Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

 

Outcomes:   Children will begin by examining 

their understanding of black history in America 

and how their previous knowledge fits with new 

historical facts they are presented with.  

Through the series of lessons children will 

consider definitions of key terms in context and 

discover poetic conventions and how they often 

link with music.  There will be opportunities for 

children to practise answering retrieval, 

inference, and summarising questions as well as 

to express their opinions about the particular 

events presented through the text.  There are 

also extension tasks which could lead to 

additional writing outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

Jabberwocky 

 by Lewis Carroll 

Outcomes: children will use the 

language of the poem to 

investigate and explore their 

knowledge of etymology and 

morphology, before performing 

the poem and eventually creating 

their own nonsense verse with a 

gruesome creature based on the 

same structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Does a Lighthouse 

Work? 

Roman Belyaev 

(3 weeks)  
 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes: developing positive 

attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they 

read.  Identifying themes and 

conventions in a wide range of 

books. Discussing words and 

phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and 

imagination.  Checking that the 

text makes sense to them, 

discussing their understanding 

and explaining the  

meaning of words in context. 

Asking questions to improve 

their understanding of a text. 

Drawing inferences such as 

inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts, and motives from 

them  

actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence. 

Predicting what might happen 

from details stated and implied. 

Identifying main ideas drawn 

from more than one paragraph 

 

  

 

 

 

 FArTHER 

by Grahame Baker Smith 

 (3 weeks) 

 

 

Outcomes:   Retellings, recounts 

(postcards), setting descriptions, diary 

entries, instructions 

 

Overview:  Introducing the concept of 

dreams and how important they are in our 

lives. It continues by exploring the text 

through a range of activities that include 

explicit grammar teaching, opportunities for 

shorter written outcomes and book talk. 

Children create a story-map of the key 

events from the book to write a sequel, they 

write a set of instruction to describe how 

their own flying machine works. Children 

finish by writing a longer story about an 

adventure in a sequel to the text. 

 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

complete, disappear, experiment, increase, 

learn, often, promise, regular, thought, 

different 

 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, –

sion, –ssion, –cian 

More prefixes dis-, mis-, in- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 

C. S. Lewis 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  children will be provided with 

opportunities to develop skills of retrieval, 

inference, summarising and sequencing 

through taking part in class discussions, 

completing practical activities, and 

answering questions. This Literary Leaf can 

be used in conjunction with the Planning 

Sequence for The Lion, the Witch, and the 

Wardrobe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weslandia 

Paul  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Retelling, character 

description, book review, Non-

chronological report.  

 

Spelling focus:  The /ɪ/ sound spelt y 

elsewhere than at the end of words. 

Centuries, guide, history, learn, material, 

reign, believe, different, interest, popular, 

exercise, opposite position. The suffix -

ous.  
 

Cross-curricular Coverage: Science (Y4 

Animals, including humans): Construct and 

interpret  

a variety of food chains, identifying 

producers, predators, and prey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cinnamon 

Neil Gaiman  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Diary entries, informal 

letters, dialogue, adverts, limericks and 

other poetry forms and own version 

mythical tale.  

 

Spelling focus:  naughty difficult regular 

sentence strange pressure question 

special breathe ordinary.  The ending 

sounding like /ʒə/ is always spelt -sure. 

The ending sounding like /tʃə/ is often 

spelt -ture, but check that the word is not 

a root word ending in (t)ch with an er 

ending.  Words spelt with the /k/ sounds 

spelt ch (Greek in origin).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Harvey Milk and the 

Rainbow Flag 

Rob Sanders  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes: Thought bubbles, 

speech, simple leaflet 

Main Outcome: Biography of Harvey 

Milk. 

 

Spelling focus:  Believe, certain, 

continue, experience, famous, 

history, knowledge, learn, question 

Remember, though.  The /^/ sound 

spelt ou.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wild Robot 

Peter Brown 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes: checking that the book 

makes sense to them, discussing 

their understanding and exploring 

the meaning  

of words in context, asking 

questions to improve their 

understanding, drawing inferences 

such as inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence, 

predicting what might happen from 

details stated and implied, 

summarising the main ideas drawn 

from more than 1 paragraph, 

identifying key details that support  

the main ideas, identifying how 

language, structure and 

presentation contribute to meaning 

discuss and evaluate how authors 

use language, including figurative 

language, considering the impact  

on the reader, retrieve, record and 

present information from non-

fiction, participate in discussions 

about books that are read to them 

and those they can read for 

themselves, building on their own 

and others’ ideas and challenging 
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Science (Y4 Electricity): Identify 

common appliances that run on 

electricity 

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Writing: 

labels | EL2 Writing: explanatory 

paragraph | EL3 Writing: 

explanation text 

 

Cross-curricular 

Coverage:  RE (Y4): 

Christianity (if using 

Michael Foreman 

version). 

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 

Reading: retell | EL2 

Writing: diary entry | 

EL3 Writing: narrative 

 

 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Speaking: recite lines | 

EL2 Reading: retrieve info | EL3 Writing: 

poetry response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Iron Man  

by Ted Hughes 

 

Outcomes: children will explore the devices of 

mystery and suspense. They will write a range 

of different texts-types including letters, a 

news article and a poem with the extended 

written outcome being a published narrative. 

 

The planning sequence includes exemplified 

grammar and spelling activities throughout. 

Drama techniques such as Teacher in Role and 

Conscience Corridor and Sculptor/Sculpted are 

used to support understanding and to develop 

writing. 

 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

appear, consider, describe, height, length, 

pressure, straight, weight, certain, purpose, 

breathe 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

The suffix - ous 

The suffix -ly 

Entry level Links:  EL1 Writing: captions | EL2 

Writing: retell | EL3 Writing: narrative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Tutankhamun 

Patricia Cleveland-Peck  

(3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:  Non-chronological reports, 

instructions, character descriptions, diary 

entry,  

newspaper reports and posters, Biography of 

Tutankhamun.  

 

Spelling focus:  The /ɪ/ sound spelt y elsewhere 

than at the end of words.  Centuries, guide, 

history, learn, material, reign, believe, 

different, interest 

Popular, exercise, opposite and 

position.  

 

and summarising these. 

Identifying how language, 

structure, and presentation 

contribute to meaning.  
participate in discussion about 

both books that are read to 

them and those they can read 

for  

themselves, taking turns and 

listening to what others say. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Flight 

Jakob Whitfields   

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  discussing their 

understanding and exploring the  

meaning of words in context. 

Inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts, 

and motives from their actions,  

and justifying inferences with 

evidence.  Predicting what might 

happen from details stated and 

implied, summarising the main 

ideas drawn from more than 1 

paragraph, identifying key 

details that support the main 

ideas.  Language, structure, and 

presentation contribute to 

meaning. discuss and evaluate 

how authors use language, 

including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the 

reader.  Building on their own 

and others’ ideas and challenging 

views courteously.  Explain and 

discuss their understanding of 

what they have read,  provide 

reasoned justifications for their 

view 

views courteously, explain and 

discuss their understanding of what 

they have read, including through 

formal presentations and debates, 

maintaining a focus on the topic and 

using notes where necessary, 

provide reasoned justifications for 

their view 
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Cross-curricular Coverage:   History (Y4): the 

achievements of the earliest civilizations – an  

overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of one 

of the  

following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; 

Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient  

China  

Entry level Links:  EL1 Reading: decode | EL2 

Writing: character description | EL3 Writing: 

biography  
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Year 5   
Communication Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

Culture Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 
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Conflict Focus  

6 weeks   

Conservation Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lost Thing 

Shaun Tan 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Diary entries, formal 

letters, adverts, character and setting 

descriptions, non-chronological reports 

Overview: children initially engage with 

the themes of the story and make 

predictions about its content. They 

then engage with the story in order to 

retell the main events to one another. 

This then leads to a series of 

innovations upon the story structure 

and children create their own ‘lost 

things’, creating a story plan. In the 

final part, children write their own lost 

thing narratives, based upon their 

story plan... 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

according, curiosity, familiar, identity, 

immediate(ly), leisure, recommend, 

suggest 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Words ending in –able and –ible, –ably 

and –ibly 

Words ending in –ent, –ence/–ency 

 

 

 

 

The Wonderling 

by Mira Bartock 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  Children will follow the 

perilous journey of Arthur who must, 

  

  

 

 

 

Anne Frank  

by Josephine Poole 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Letters, short 

descriptions, extended diary 

entries, obituary, optional opinion 

piece 

Overview: children discover a 

package in class containing a red-

chequered diary called Kitty and 

responding to a video of Otto 

Frank. As the sequences 

progresses, they will learn about 

Anne and her family’s life. They 

will have opportunities to write 

extended diaries. The final pieces 

of extended writing will be an 

obituary, a newspaper report and 

an opinion piece. Children can 

then have fun publishing their 

own newspapers! 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

correspond, marvellous, occupy, 

sincere(ly), signature, soldier 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Use of the hyphen vv 

 

 

  

 

 

Black and British: a Short, 

Essential History 

David Olusoga (3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

 

  

 

 

The Man Who Walked Between the 

Towers 

Mordicai Gerstein 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Information writing 

(Wikipedia page), letters of advice 

(formal), persuasive speeches, first 

person recounts, interviews. Biography / 

autobiography 

Spelling focus: achieve amateur 

desperate disastrous embarrass (+ment) 

excellent guarantee marvellous.  Words 

ending in –able and –ible, ably and –ibly.  

Cross-curricular Coverage:  Geography 

(Y5 Place knowledge): Understand 

geographical  

similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography 

of a region of  

the United Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a region in North 

or South America. 

Science (Y5 Forces): Explain that 

unsupported objects fall towards the 

Earth because of the force of gravity 

acting between the Earth and the falling 

object; Identify the effects of air 

resistance, water resistance and friction, 

that act between moving surfaces 

 

Freedom Bird 

Jerdine Nolen (3 weeks) 

  

Outcomes:   Short/’instant’ non-

narrative poem, explanation, dialogue, 

postcard, letter of advice, description in 

the form of a letter, recount, narrative 

poem.  

 

Overview:   

  

 
The Story of a Mars Rover Markus 

Motum 

(3 weeks) 

  

Outcomes: Proposal to NASA, 

information labels, short explanation, 

NASA log of Mars landing, news 

report  

Overview: Children will follow the 

journey of the NASA rover Curiosity 

as it makes its way to Mars. Children 

will write labels to explain Curiosity’s 

features before exploring how to use 

cohesive devices to expand and explain. 

They will use the passive voice to log 

the rover’s landing on Mars and write a 

short news report to be broadcast to 

Times Square. Finally, children will 

draw together their learning to design 

a new rover and write an expanded 

explanation to propose it as the future 

of NASA exploration.  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

according, curiosity, familiar, identity, 

communicate, curiosity. environment, 

existence, system, temperature, 

vehicle  

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Words ending in -able/-ible  

Words with ‘silent’ letters  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Real-life Mysteries: Can you explain 

the unexplained? 

by Susan Martineau 

 (3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes: The Literary Leaf begins by 

asking the question: how do we know if 

something is true or not? Children 

examine and weigh up various 

strategies to determine if a statement 

they have come across can be verified 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Hidden figures  

by Margot Lee Shetterly 

 

Outcomes: Non-chronological Reports, formal 

persuasive letter, informal letter, diary entry, 

character descriptions, newspaper report 

(opinion piece)  

  

Overview: This provides the inspiring context 

for children to write for a range of purposes and 

for different formal and informal contexts. 

References will be made to the Young Readers 

Edition of the text (which can be read in 

conjunction) as well as the 2016 movie directed 

by Theodore Melfi of the same name.  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

achieve, controversy, prejudice, privilege, 

programme, relevant  

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Endings which sound like /ʃəl/  

Words ending in –ant, -ance/–ancy  

 

 
  

Fire bird Neil Saviour  (3 weeks)  

  

Outcomes: Diary entry, journalistic writing, 

flashback narrative, speech, discussion, letter, 

film critique  

  

Overview: Children will use many of the key 

grammar requirements of Y6 and have 

opportunity to apply them by writing a missing 

flashback chapter exploring Hugo’s experience 

of living Uncle Claude, as well as researching the 

about the famous film director George Méliès 

and writing a biography about his life.  

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

cemetery, desperate, definite, forty, profession, 

interrupt Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Words ending in –able and –ible, ably and –ibly  

 Words ending in –ent, –ence/–ency  

  

 

 

 

 

The Island 

Armin Greder  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  A welcome guide; description; letter of 

advice; analysis; comparison; diary entry in role; 

imagined conversation 

Spelling focus:   accompany, desperate, necessary, 

persuade, prejudice, privilege, sufficient.  Words 

containing the suffix –ate, –ify, – en. Endings which 

sound like /ʃəl/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Beowulf 

Michael Morpurgo  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Letter of 

advice, diary entry, 

dialogue, character and 

setting description, 

action scenes, obituary 

Overview: children go 

on to create a number 

of varied written 

outcomes using the 

text as a starting point 

including recounts, 

formal letters, 

dialogue, descriptions, 

obituaries and writing 

their own epic, heroic 

narrative using various 

poetic devices. 

References will be 

made to the original 

manuscript throughout. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception 

Words 

aggressive, ancient, 

cemetery, committee, 

community, desperate, 

disastrous, exaggerate, 

explanation, sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otto, Autobiography 

of a Teddy-bear 

Tomi Ungerer  

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:  Character 

description, missing 

scenes, newspaper 
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against all odds, unravel the mystery of 

his origins and discover his true 

destiny. Children will gain experience 

of answering a range of inference 

questions, focussing on impressions, 

character’s feelings, relationships and 

motivation.  They will be encouraged to 

make connections with wider literary 

connections. They will explore how 

protagonists change over time by 

mapping out character arcs. Certain 

chapters of this story are summarised. 

 

  

 

The Race for Space 

Clive Gifford  

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes: Exploring the meaning of 

words in context. Drawing inferences. 

justifying inferences with evidence. 

Predicting. Summarising. identifying 

how language, structure and 

presentation contribute to meaning. 

discuss and evaluate how authors use 

language, retrieve, record and present 

information from non-fiction. 

participate in discussions. explain and 

discuss their understanding. provide 

reasoned justifications.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Outcomes:  Children will begin by 

considering the author's reasons 

for writing the book and how 

their previous knowledge fits 

with new historical facts they are 

presented with.  Through the 

series of lessons children will 

answer various retrieval 

questions and consider 

differences in inference from 

non-fiction compared to fictional 

texts, as well as sequencing, 

summarising and defining key 

vocabulary relating to specific 

historical periods.  There are also 

opportunities for linked writing, 

such as to debate whether the 

World Wars had a positive or 

negative effect on integration. 

 

 

 

 

The Story 

of Titanic for Children Joe 

Fullman 

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:   children learn about 

not only the real events, in 

chronological order, of the 

sinking of this great ship but also 

about the people involved - either 

directly or indirectly - and their 

stories. The book itself combines 

effective, vocabulary-rich text 

and photographs as well as 

newspaper reports, leaflets and 

artistic impressions of the ship. 

The Literary Leaf begins with 

children examining the front 

cover and the teacher explaining 

that we are going to tap into the 

children’s ‘mental model’ of this 

text-type by saying what they 

see, exploring vocabulary and so 

on. Children then share the 

introduction before reading the 

glossary by way of pre-teaching 

some vocabulary. In addition to 

developing retrieval, inference 

and critical reading skills in 

general, the children also have 

opportunities to summarise; 

explore vocabulary in context and 

he sequence of learning begins with 

children considering the difference 

between their needs and wants, before 

going on to research the history of the 

transatlantic slave trade in America.  

Children will write in role as the enslaved 

children, considering their experiences 

from a first-hand perspective, create 

dialogue of a conversation between the 

two siblings and write them a letter of 

advice to help them through their 

situation.   

 

 

 

 

Children of the Benin Kingdom 

David Olusoga (3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Informal letters, contrasting 

diary entries, survival guides, eyewitness 

reports, story summaries 

Overview: through the sequence, 

children will explore the story from 

various perspectives, comparing 

characters and writing letters and diary 

entries in role.  They will offer advice 

taken from warnings given and discover 

the meanings of new words within the 

context of the story. Throughout, 

children will be gathering information 

and building the skills towards writing a 

non-chronological report on the Kingdom 

of Benin.  There will also be plenty of 

opportunities to practice reading skills 

and take part in discussions around the 

events of the story. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

available, explanation, identity, 

opportunity, pronunciation, recommend 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Words with 'silent' letters 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after 

c 

 

as fact. This has strong links to 

discussions around “fake news” and 

internet safety in general. Children will 

go on to examine some of the 

mysteries outlined in the text – such as 

UFOs and Big Foot - and discuss 

theories and alternative explanations 

for each, developing their inference 

and fact retrieval acumen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell Boyce  

(3 weeks)  

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  

Checking that the book makes sense to 

them, discussing their understanding 

and exploring the meaning of words in 

context. Drawing inferences such as 

inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts, and motives from their 

actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence. 

Predicting what might happen from 

details stated and implied. 

Summarising the main ideas drawn 

from more than 1 paragraph. 

Identifying key details that support 

the main ideas. Identifying how 

language, structure and presentation 

contribute to meaning. Discuss and 

evaluate how authors use language, 

including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader. 

Participate in discussions about books 

that are read to them and those they 

can read for themselves, building on 

their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously. Provide 

reasoned justifications for their view. 

 

   

 

 

 

Robot Girl  

by Malorie Blackman 

Outcomes:   The sequence of learning begins by 

asking children to explore an argument, before 

going on to read the text. During the Writing 

Root, children create persuasive speeches, 

explanation texts and discussion texts. The final 

outcome gives children the opportunity to 

publish own short science fiction narrative. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

conscience, conscious, equip (–ped, –ment), 

muscle, physical, programme, system, 

temperature 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c 

Homophones and other words that are often 

confused 

 
 

 
 

Poems from the Second World War 

Gaby Morgan 

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  skills of retrieval, inference, 

prediction and summarising are developed, with 

children being supported to apply these skills 

across several poems. Through the use of this 

resource, children will explore the many voices 

represented through the poems and have the 

opportunity in the final session to choose an own 

favourite poem, identifying a favourite phrase 

and writing a blurb. 

  

article. Own version 

historical narrative 

Spelling focus: Use of 

the hyphen.  

correspond marvellous 

occupy sincere(ly) 

signature soldier.  

Cross-curricular 

Coverage:  Science (Y5 

Animals, including 

humans): Describe the 

changes  

as humans develop to 

old age. 
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examine idiomatic language 

related to The Titanic. 
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Year 6 

Communication Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

Culture Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 
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Conflict Focus  

6 weeks   

Conservation Focus  

6 weeks   

Competency unit 

3 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tiger Rising 

Kate DiCamillo  

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

 

Outcomes: This is a 16-session Literary Leaf 

for Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo and the 

poem The Tyger by William Blake which 

children use to compare the language used 

around tigers. Children explore language - 

literal and figurative - within the text and 

explore how to infer deeply around a 

character's intentions.  They plot the main 

character's journey through exploring his 

emotions and weigh up decisions he is faced 

with along the way.  The series of lessons ends 

with children studying the 'shape' of the 

story and considering the literary themes 

covered.    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

On the Origin of Species 

by Sabina Radeva 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

 

Outcomes: This is a 12-session Literary Leaf 

for On the Origin of Species by Sabina 

Radeva which covers all aspects of the Upper 

Key Stage 2 content domains.  Children will 

learn about Charles Darwin's famous work and 

the legacies he left behind. They will study 

the meanings of scientific terms in context 

and record discoveries just as Darwin himself 

did on his famous voyage aboard HMS Beagle.  

After making their discoveries children will 

sequence the stages of evolution before 

creating their own glossary of terms. 

 

 

Malala: My story of standing 

up for girls' rights 

by Malala Yousafzai 

(3 weeks)  

  

GUIDED READING FOCUS  

Outcomes:  This is a 15-session 

Literary Leaf for Malala: My 

story of standing up for girls' 

rights which covers all aspects 

of the Upper Key Stage 2 

content domains.  Children will 

learn about Malala's family 

history in Pakistan and use 

inference and comparison to 

understand her beliefs and 

motivations, as well the 

emotions she and members of 

her family experienced as the 

story unfolds.  There will be 

opportunities to explore the 

meaning of new words in 

context and children will 

compare aspects of Malala's 

life and the history of her 

country as the story 

progresses. Finally, children will 

examine the legacy of Malala's 

story as a whole and the 

messages they will take with 

them after reading.  

 

 

 

Rain Player by David 

Wisniewski. 

Outcomes:  The sequence of 

learning begins with a ball 

arriving in the classroom with a 

warning asking children if they 

dare to play the most 

dangerous game of all time!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paradise Sands 

by Levi Pinfold 

(3 weeks)  

  

Outcomes: Descriptive story opening, informal 

note of advice, formal letter in role, descriptive 

retelling, conversation between characters, book 

review 

 

Overview: The sequence of learning begins with 

children entering the classroom to find a delicious 

platter of fruit which is accompanied by an 

ominous note and a mysterious poem from the text 

hidden within. They debate whether to eat the 

fruit and share their reactions to the poem, 

before going on to explore the initial illustrations 

to the story and write a descriptive opening to set 

the scene. As they read the text, they are faced 

with numerous dilemmas to respond to in the form 

of discussion, informal notes and formal letters. 

There is a focus on using descriptive and 

grammatical devices to convey atmosphere and 

emotions as children retell parts of the story 

before finally creating their own narrative prequel 

to Paradise Sands, drawing upon the story 

structure and applying the skills they have 

developed over the course of the Writing Root 

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

apparent, government, neighbour, parliament, 

thorough 

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Homophones and other words that are often 

confused 

Words containing the suffix -ate, -ify, -en  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Poetry for Young People 

Langston Hughes (3 weeks) 

  

Outcomes: Children will begin by examining their 

understanding of black history in America, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Unforgotten Coat  

Frank Cottrell Boyce (3 weeks)  

  

Outcomes:  Diary entries, 

explanations (sci experiment), 

dialogue, non-chronological reports 

  

Overview: children will explore the 

experiences of refugees and the 

reasons why people have to flee 

countries to seek asylum. This could 

be used in conjunction with Refugee 

Week. Through the Writing Root, 

children will write extended 

narratives in the style of a journal, 

recorded as a series of diary 

entries.  There are also 

opportunities to write explanation 

texts about a science experiment, 

mirroring the text, as well as non-

chronological reports, following 

research about Mongolia. 

 

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

accommodate, bargain, communicate, 

foreign, identity, individual, 

language, pronunciation, queue 

 

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Words containing the suffix –ate, –

ify, – en 

 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 

after c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leila and the Blue Fox 

 by Kiran 

Millwood-Hargrave 

   

Outcomes: The book explores 

themes of migration, climate change 

and family relationships through the 

eyes of the two main characters, 

 

 

 

 

The Arrival 

Shaun Tan (3 weeks) 

Outcomes: Letters, list of rules, character 

descriptions, diaries, short playscripts, short 

report, guides 

Overview: Children explore characters, 

emotions, different points of view and the 

challenges faced by the main character and 

some of the other characters who have made 

their way to a new land. Children will write 

diary of the little girl left behind and there 

are opportunities to write short scripts for 

scenes and narrative passages to describe 

what is happening at certain points in the 

book. It includes exemplified grammar 

activities throughout, as well as including 

drama techniques, such as Thought Tapping. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

accommodate, bargain, communicate, foreign, 

identity, individual, language, pronunciation, 

queue 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Homophones and other words that are often 

confused 

Words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters whose 

presence cannot be predicted from the 

pronunciation of the word) 

 

 

 

 

Fly Me Home 

by Polly Ho-Yen 

(3 weeks) 

  

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

Can We Save the Tiger? 

Martin Jenkins  

(3 weeks)  

  

Outcomes:  Letter, explanation, 

persuasive poster, persuasive speech, 

simple poem  

  

Overview: The sequence begins by 

asking children to explore an argument 

from another group’s perspective, 

before going on to read the text. 

During the sequence, children create 

posters, persuasive speeches, poems 

(as well as having the opportunity to 

lean a poem by heart), explanation 

texts and discussion texts. The final 

outcome gives children the opportunity 

to publish their discussion text as a 

newspaper article.  

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

category, environment, existence, 

nuisance, persuade, sufficient, suggest  

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Words containing the letter-string 

ough  

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 

letters to words ending in –fer  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Last Bear  

by Hannah Gold  

 (3 weeks)  

  

Outcomes:  Character profile, 

figurative descriptions, dialogue, 

monologue, logbook entry, scientific 

report  

  

Overview: Through the sequence, 

children will explore the main 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Little Pigs Project 

by The Guardian 

 (3 weeks) 

Outcomes: News report, 

persuasive speeches, narrative 

from a particular point of view, 

interview scripts, diaries, debate 

Overview: This planning 

sequence gives the children 

opportunities to explore 

journalistic writing by 

identifying viewpoint and bias. It 

also looks at other writing which 

requires a ‘stance’ or point of 

view portrayed from a particular 

angle., such as a diary, a defence 

case for a lawyer and balanced 

debate/discussion text. There 

will be opportunities for 

embedded grammar work 

throughout, in particular that of 

active and passive and the role 

active and passive can play in 

reported events. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

apparent, government, 

neighbour, parliament, thorough 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Homophones and other words 

that are often confuse. 

 

 

Night Mail 
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The Invention of Hugo Cabret  

by Brian Selznick 

Outcomes: Children will use many of the key 

grammar requirements of Y6 and have 

opportunity to apply them by writing a 

missing flashback chapter exploring Hugo’s 

experience of living Uncle Claude, as well as 

researching the about the famous film 

director George Méliès and writing a 

biography about his life. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

cemetery, desperate, definite, forty, 

profession, interrupt 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Words ending in –able and –ible, ably and –

ibly 

Words ending in –ent, –ence/–ency 

 

    

 

 

A Beautiful Lie 

by Irfan Master 

Outcomes: Journalistic writing, recounts, 

discussion texts 

Overview: The children will begin by 

discussing the concept of ‘Lies’, collaborating 

to discuss experiences of lying and 

(anonymously) having the chance to share 

times they have told one. Children discuss 

whether a lie can ever be beautiful and 

create their own ‘oxymoronic’ titles. The 

text will then be shared with the children, 

beginning with the prologue, where we learn 

that the protagonist, Bilal, has told a lie. As 

the book is read, the children will write their 

own chapters, which form part of their own 

piece ‘Beautiful Lie’ text, consisting of a 

prologue, 4 main chapters and an epilogue.  

 

 

Children go on to use this 

information they have learned 

to write instructions for pok-a-

tok, posters, a missing scene, 

newspaper reports, conduct 

debates and write analytical 

essays. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

according, ancient, average, 

dictionary, recognise, symbol 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Homophones and other words 

that are often confused 

Words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. 

letters whose presence cannot 

be predicted from the 

pronunciation of the word)  

 

 

      

 

  Boy in the Tower 

by   Polly Ho-Yen 

 (3 weeks) 

 

Outcomes:   Journalistic 

writing, formal letters, non-

chronological reports 

Overview:  Children will learn 

and revise many of the key 

grammar requirements of Y6 

and have opportunity to apply 

them within short and longer 

written outcomes. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

disastrous, explanation, 

mischievous, vegetable, variety 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ 

spelt –cious or –tious 

Words ending in –able and –ible, 

ably and –ibly 

 

particularly in relation to segregation, and how 

their previous knowledge fits with new historical 

facts they are presented with.  Through the 

series of lessons children will consider definitions 

of key terms in context and discover how poetic 

conventions help to convery a message powerfully.  

There will be opportunities for children to 

practise answering a range of comprehension 

questions as well as to express thier opinions 

about the particular events presented through the 

text.  There are also extension tasks which could 

lead to additional writing outcomes. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stonewall 

written by Rob Sanders 

Outcomes: The sequence of learning begins by 

introducing children to the concepts of human 

rights, revolution and uprising. They will explore 

why the Stonewall Inn was a special place in New 

York City. Children will look specifically at the 

history of the Stonewall Inn and how this became 

a safe, inclusive space for the LGBTQ+ community. 

Children will create adverts to promote the 

Stonewall Inn. They will go on to record the events 

of the Stonewall Uprising and employ a range of 

journalistic techniques such as: recording 

quotations, using the passive voice and factual 

adverbials. Children will create protest banners 

using question tags and write in role as the building 

itself to reflect on the changes it has seen 

through history. The Writing Root will culminate 

with children writing a visitor’s guide for the 

Stonewall Inn in light of it being made a National 

Historic Landmark in 2000. 

 

 

 

 

Incredible Journeysby Levison Wood 

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:  covers all aspects of the KS2 content 

domain and takes children through the book, 

unpicking vocabulary and getting them to imagine 

themselves as an explorer to immerse themselves 

in the choices made by real people. 

 

Leila and Miso, as Leila embarks on 

an expedition with her estranged 

mother to track the rare blue 

Arctic fox on a journey of epic 

proportions. Children begin by 

looking through Leila’s backpack to 

find clues and make predictions 

about characters, settings and plot. 

As they begin to journey through 

the book, children will mirror the 

literary language of the author to 

create poetry based around Miso 

the fox. Formal language will also be 

explored through writing a letter to 

the Tromsø Arctic Institute to 

apply for funding for their 

expedition as well as creating a 

short guide to blue Arctic foxes. 

Throughout the sequence of 

learning, children will explore the 

character of Leila in depth, writing 

in role through text messages, 

Tweets and diary entries. To finish, 

children will draw together all the 

things Leila has learnt along her 

journey to write an extended blog 

entry called ‘Leila’s Life Lessons’ 

where children will reflect on the 

expedition and also touching on her 

life experiences before and since. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beetle Boy 

M.G Leonard 

(3 weeks) 

 

GUIDED READING FOCUS  

Outcomes: Children begin by 

exploring the characters and then 

explore the plot through questions 

and activities to draw out children's 

understanding of the facts around 

Beetles, as well make comparisons 

within the plot, and with other 

books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little Match Girl Strikes Back 

Lauren Child 

Outcomes:  children will get to know 

the characters through making 

inferences based on their 

Outcomes: Children begin by forming plot 

predictions based on the front cover before 

looking at specific vocabulary in context.  

Alongside reading, children will begin to 

explain their impressions of characters 

based on their actions and the ways the 

author has used language to portray certain 

plot and character developments.  Children 

will summarise sections of the story and 

complete an emotions graph for the main 

character, as well as comparing themes 

arising through the text as a whole.  There 

will be rich opportunities for collaborative 

discussion and asking questions. 

 

 

      
 
 

Windrush Child  

by  Benjamin Zephaniah  

 (3 weeks)  

  

Outcomes:  Thought bubble, informal letter, 

poem, diary entry, advice  

  

Overview: Children will write an airmail 

letter from the main character, Leonard, to 

his dad who has travelled ahead to 

Manchester, as well as exploring his emotions 

in a diary entry and a set of advice to other 

arrivals. There will be the chance for 

children to examine and perform the poem 

Windrush Child by John Agard before 

writing their own version based on events in 

the story.  The sequence culminates in 

children writing a pitch to the local council to 

erect a new monument to commemorate the 

Windrush generation.  Teachers may wish to 

link History and PSHE sessions alongside to 

allow children time to explore themes in 

more detail.  

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

appreciate, community, determined, 

equipped, familiar, foreign, identity, 

recognise  

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Words ending in -ant, -ance / -ancy  

Endings which sound like /ʃəl/(–cial or –tial)  

and have the opportunity in the final session 

to choose an own favourite poem, identifying 

a favourite phrase and writing a blurb.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

characters and their environment by 

writing in role, creating dialogue and 

writing scientifically about polar 

bears.  The sequence culminates in 

children becoming journalists to write 

a newspaper report about a key event 

in the story and taking the opportunity 

to highlight important environmental 

messages to the reader.  

  

Spelling focus  

Common Exception Words  

amateur, correspond, familiar, 

lightning, necessary, occupy, 

temperature  

Spelling Rules and Patterns  

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 

after c  

Words ending in –ent, –ence/–ency  

 

 

 

 

The Hidden Forest 

Jeannie Baker 

(3 weeks) 

Outcomes:   Research notes, non-

chronological report in the form of a 

letter to a character 

Overview: The children start by 

creating a collage based on the author’s 

artwork and write an artist’s ‘blurb’ for 

the piece. They then move on to 

explore the main character (Ben’s) 

feelings and how these change over 

time. After receiving a letter from the 

text’s main character asking for help, 

the children conduct some research 

into the topic of Giant Sea Kelp and 

use the information to create a non-

chronological piece in letter form in 

response to Ben’s letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Darwin's Voyage of Discovery by 

Jake Williams (3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

by W H Auden. 

Outcomes: This is a two-week 

Writing Root using the poem 

‘Night Mail’, which was written in 

1936 to accompany the 

documentary film of the same 

year and the same title. The film 

depicted a London, Midland and 

Scottish Railway (LMS) mail 

train travelling from London to 

Scotland. It was produced by 

GPO Film Unit, directed by 

Harry Watt and Basil Wright, 

and narrated by John Grierson 

and Stuart Legg. Auden’s poem 

was read toward the end of the 

film, set to music by Benjamin 

Britten. Lines were chopped and 

changed to fit the film. The 

intention of the film was to show 

the public how the mail was 

distributed by train. The rhythm 

of the film matches the train’s 

movement. Auden apparently 

used a stopwatch as he set the 

lines to the film. The form of 

the poem is made up of eight 

rhymed, four-beat couplets. 

Spelling focus 

Common Exception Words 

communicate, frequently, 

secretary, rhyme, rhythm, 

vehicle 

Spelling Rules and Patterns 

Words containing the letter-

string ough 

 

 

 

 

The Promise  

Nicola Davies   

(3 weeks)   

   

Outcomes:  Promises, extended 

thought bubble, diary entry, 

leaves for a ‘mood tree’, letter in 

role, figurative captions, poem to 

summarise the story  

   

Overview: children will discuss 

the concept of promises, making 

their own and exploring how a 

seed can hold a promise 

within.  Children will investigate 
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Politics for Beginners 

Louie Stowell 

(3 weeks) 

GUIDED READING FOCUS 

Outcomes:   covers all aspects of the Key 

Stage 2 content domain and offers many rich 

opportunities for children to learn and 

discuss various political concepts. The book 

itself combines effective text and 

illustrations in a straightforward, eye-

catching way that makes this subject 

accessible, fun and extremely relevant for 

children. The Literary Leaf begins with 

children articulating their own opinions and 

feelings about politics. They will go on to 

learn about different political ideologies and 

parties, civil society and levels of governance 

– local, national and international – all the 

while building their vocabulary, learning how 

to debate using evidence and refining their 

own critical thinking. 

 

 

 

Poetry for Kids: William 

Shakespeare edited by 

Marguerite Tassi 

Outcomes:  Children will have 

multiple opportunities to read 

the same piece, analysing lines 

and vocabulary in detail and 

performing short sections in 

pairs. They will be encouraged 

to watch videos of different 

performances of the same 

piece of verse – both 

traditional and modern – 

discussing how the same words 

can be delivered in different 

ways by different actors. This 

will not only help bring 

Shakespeare’s verse to life but 

show how classic texts are open 

to interpretation. Children will 

examine Shakespeare’s poetic 

craft, examining his use of 

metaphor, word choice and 

imagery.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Explorer 

by Katherine Rundell 

Outcomes:  Children will follow the characters on 

their explorations through the jungle, 

investigating the author's language choices; 

inferring thoughts, motivations and feelings; and 

studying the changes they observe in each 

character.  Throughout, there will be plenty of 

opportunities for discussion and speculation about 

what might happen next, as well as chances to 

think about the themes and messages the book 

presents - of which there are many! 

  

behaviours and motivations.  

Children will study the language 

used by the author to portray 

differences in the ways factory 

workers and street sellers were 

treated in comparison to the more 

privileged classes.  There will also 

be opportunities to compare the 

original text by Hans Christian 

Andersen to this newly imagined 

version and children will be 

encouraged to take part in whole 

class discussions and debates 

around the topics covered and the 

links to other historical 

  

After the War: From Auschwitz to 

Ambleside 

By Tom Palmer 

Outcomes: Children will begin by 

contextualising the story, identifying both 

Auschwitz and Ambleside on a map and 

defining the term 'Holocaust'.  Through the 

series of lessons children will consider the 

emotional impact of such harrowing 

experiences on the main characters and 

explore the differences in living a life of 

captivity vs. a life of liberty.  The book 

provides opportunities to practise skills of 

retrieval, inference and summarising, as well 

as considering how the author uses language 

choices to portray a mood.  Although 

appropriate for primary age children, it will be 

important for teachers to read the novel 

through before beginning to teach due to the 

sensitive nature of some of the content. 

Outcomes:  children learn about the 

voyage that Darwin took on the HMS 

Beagle in chronological order, 

identifying on the way how he sorted 

and classified information so they can 

do the same! They retrieve information 

as we journey through the text and 

identify any vocabulary and terminology 

associated with classification, evolution 

and discovery so that they can 

eventually create a glossary for the 

book. 

 

  

the impact of using a range of 

modal verbs and specific 

punctuation choices, as well as 

building their vocabulary to 

create figurative phrases to 

write poetry.  The Writing Root 

will culminate in children writing 

their own sequel in the form of a 

narrative poem to continue the 

story cycle.  

   

Spelling focus   

Common Exception Words   

appreciate, government, 

guarantee, occur, opportunity, 

recognise  

  

Spelling Rules and Patterns   

Use of the hyphen  

Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ 

spelt –cious or –tious   
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Entry Level Outcomes by Unit (All Curriculum Texts, Differentiated by Year Group) 

This table outlines how Entry Level outcomes (EL1–3) are integrated across all units of study in the Primary English Curriculum. Each text has been mapped to clear Reading, Writing, and Speaking & Listening expectations that reflect the progression 

pathway for pupils working between pre-key-stage standards and age-related national curriculum outcomes. By differentiating outcomes for Years 1–2, 3–4, and 5–6, the table demonstrates how pupils with ASD are supported to make measurable 

progress in functional literacy and communication. It ensures that every learner, regardless of starting point, has access to a coherent, ambitious pathway that builds from decoding and sequencing in the early years through to inference, structured 

writing, and discussion in upper key stage 2.  

Book Reading EL Links Writing EL Links Speaking & Listening EL Links 

Cave Baby  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Cave Baby' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Cave Baby' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Cave Baby' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Cave Baby' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Cave Baby' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Cave 

Baby' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Cave Baby' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Cave Baby' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Cave Baby' 

I Am Henry Finch  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'I Am Henry Finch' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'I Am Henry 

Finch' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'I Am Henry 

Finch' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'I Am Henry Finch' 

EL2: short sentences about 'I Am Henry Finch' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'I Am 

Henry Finch' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'I Am Henry 

Finch' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'I Am Henry Finch' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'I Am Henry 

Finch' 

Little Red  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Little Red' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Little Red' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Little Red' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Little Red' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Little Red' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Little 

Red' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Little Red' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Little Red' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Little Red' 

So Much  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'So Much' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'So Much' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'So Much' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'So Much' 

EL2: short sentences about 'So Much' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'So 

Much' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'So Much' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'So Much' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'So Much' 

The Magic Paintbrush  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'The Magic 

Paintbrush' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'The Magic 

Paintbrush' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'The Magic 

Paintbrush' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'The Magic Paintbrush' 

EL2: short sentences about 'The Magic Paintbrush' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'The 

Magic Paintbrush' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'The Magic 

Paintbrush' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'The Magic 

Paintbrush' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'The Magic 

Paintbrush' 

Where the Wild Things Are  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Where the Wild 

Things Are' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Where the Wild 

Things Are' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Where the 

Wild Things Are' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Where the Wild Things 

Are' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Where the Wild Things Are' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Where 

the Wild Things Are' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Where the Wild 

Things Are' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Where the Wild 

Things Are' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Where the 

Wild Things Are' 

Willy the Wimp  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Willy the Wimp' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Willy the Wimp' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Willy the 

Wimp' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Willy the Wimp' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Willy the Wimp' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Willy 

the Wimp' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Willy the Wimp' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Willy the Wimp' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Willy the 

Wimp' 

Anansi the Spider  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Anansi the Spider' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Anansi the 

Spider' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Anansi the 

Spider' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Anansi the Spider' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Anansi the Spider' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Anansi 

the Spider' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Anansi the 

Spider' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Anansi the Spider' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Anansi the 

Spider' 

I Will Not Ever Never Eat A 

Tomato  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'I Will Not Ever 

Never Eat A Tomato' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'I Will Not Ever 

Never Eat A Tomato' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'I Will Not 

Ever Never Eat A Tomato' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'I Will Not Ever Never Eat 

A Tomato' 

EL2: short sentences about 'I Will Not Ever Never Eat A 

Tomato' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'I Will 

Not Ever Never Eat A Tomato' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'I Will Not Ever 

Never Eat A Tomato' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'I Will Not Ever 

Never Eat A Tomato' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'I Will Not 

Ever Never Eat A Tomato' 

The Extraordinary Gardener  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'The Extraordinary 

Gardener' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'The Extraordinary 

Gardener' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'The 

Extraordinary Gardener' 
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EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'The 

Extraordinary Gardener' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'The 

Extraordinary Gardener' 

EL2: short sentences about 'The Extraordinary 

Gardener' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'The 

Extraordinary Gardener' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'The Extraordinary 

Gardener' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'The 

Extraordinary Gardener' 

Beegu  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Beegu' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Beegu' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Beegu' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Beegu' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Beegu' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Beegu' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Beegu' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Beegu' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Beegu' 

The Sea Saw  

 

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'The Sea Saw' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'The Sea Saw' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'The Sea Saw' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'The Sea Saw' 

EL2: short sentences about 'The Sea Saw' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'The 

Sea Saw' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'The Sea Saw' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'The Sea Saw' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'The Sea 

Saw' 

Naughty Bus (Year 1-2) EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Naughty Bus' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Naughty Bus' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Naughty Bus' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Naughty Bus' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Naughty Bus' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 

'Naughty Bus' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Naughty Bus' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Naughty Bus' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Naughty Bus' 

Yeti and the Bird  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Yeti and the Bird' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Yeti and the 

Bird' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Yeti and the 

Bird' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Yeti and the Bird' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Yeti and the Bird' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Yeti 

and the Bird' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Yeti and the 

Bird' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Yeti and the Bird' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Yeti and the 

Bird' 

Send for a Superhero 

 (Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Send for a 

Superhero' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Send for a 

Superhero' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Send for a 

Superhero' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Send for a Superhero' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Send for a Superhero' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Send 

for a Superhero' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Send for a 

Superhero' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Send for a 

Superhero' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Send for a 

Superhero' 

Pig the Pug  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Pig the Pug' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Pig the Pug' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Pig the Pug' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Pig the Pug' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Pig the Pug' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Pig the 

Pug' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Pig the Pug' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Pig the Pug' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Pig the Pug' 

The Odd Egg  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'The Odd Egg' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'The Odd Egg' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'The Odd Egg' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'The Odd Egg' 

EL2: short sentences about 'The Odd Egg' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'The 

Odd Egg' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'The Odd Egg' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'The Odd Egg' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'The Odd 

Egg' 

I Want My Hat Back  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'I Want My Hat Back' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'I Want My Hat 

Back' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'I Want My 

Hat Back' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'I Want My Hat Back' 

EL2: short sentences about 'I Want My Hat Back' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'I Want 

My Hat Back' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'I Want My Hat 

Back' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'I Want My Hat 

Back' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'I Want My 

Hat Back' 

Billy and the Beast  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Billy and the Beast' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Billy and the 

Beast' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Billy and the 

Beast' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Billy and the Beast' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Billy and the Beast' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Billy 

and the Beast' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Billy and the 

Beast' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Billy and the Beast' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Billy and the 

Beast' 

Leo and the Octopus  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Leo and the Octopus' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Leo and the 

Octopus' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Leo and the 

Octopus' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Leo and the Octopus' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Leo and the Octopus' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Leo and 

the Octopus' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Leo and the 

Octopus' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Leo and the 

Octopus' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Leo and the 

Octopus' 
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Lost and Found  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Lost and Found' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Lost and Found' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Lost and 

Found' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Lost and Found' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Lost and Found' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Lost 

and Found' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Lost and Found' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Lost and Found' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Lost and 

Found' 

Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish 

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Dinosaurs and all that 

Rubbish' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Dinosaurs and all 

that Rubbish' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Dinosaurs and 

all that Rubbish' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Dinosaurs and all that 

Rubbish' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Dinosaurs and all that 

Rubbish' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 

'Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Dinosaurs and all 

that Rubbish' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Dinosaurs and all 

that Rubbish' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Dinosaurs 

and all that Rubbish' 

Astro Girl  

(Year 1-2) 

EL1: decode/read simple words in 'Astro Girl' 

EL2: retell or sequence story events in 'Astro Girl' 

EL3: identify key details or characters in 'Astro Girl' 

EL1: labels/captions linked to 'Astro Girl' 

EL2: short sentences about 'Astro Girl' 

EL3: simple narrative or descriptive writing from 'Astro 

Girl' 

EL1: join in predictable phrases from 'Astro Girl' 

EL2: share ideas in role play from 'Astro Girl' 

EL3: describe story events or feelings in 'Astro Girl' 

Cakes in Space  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Cakes in Space' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Cakes 

in Space' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Cakes in Space' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Cakes in Space' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Cakes 

in Space' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Cakes in Space' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Cakes in Space' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Cakes in Space' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Cakes in 

Space' 

Grimwood  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Grimwood' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 

'Grimwood' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Grimwood' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Grimwood' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 

'Grimwood' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Grimwood' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Grimwood' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Grimwood' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Grimwood' 

Cinderella  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Cinderella' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 

'Cinderella' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Cinderella' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Cinderella' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 

'Cinderella' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Cinderella' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Cinderella' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Cinderella' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Cinderella' 

The Journey Home  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The Journey Home' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

Journey Home' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The Journey Home' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The Journey Home' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

Journey Home' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The Journey Home' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The Journey Home' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The Journey Home' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The 

Journey Home' 

Eric 

 (Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Eric' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Eric' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Eric' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Eric' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Eric' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Eric' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Eric' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Eric' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Eric' 

Jim and the Beanstalk  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Jim and the Beanstalk' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Jim 

and the Beanstalk' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Jim and the Beanstalk' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Jim and the 

Beanstalk' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Jim 

and the Beanstalk' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Jim and the Beanstalk' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Jim and the 

Beanstalk' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Jim and the Beanstalk' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Jim and 

the Beanstalk' 

The Minpins  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The Minpins' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

Minpins' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The Minpins' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The Minpins' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

Minpins' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The Minpins' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The Minpins' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The Minpins' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The 

Minpins' 

A Walk in London  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'A Walk in London' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'A 

Walk in London' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'A Walk in London' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'A 

Walk in London' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'A Walk in London' 

EL2: retell parts of 'A Walk in London' with some 

detail 
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EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 'A 

Walk in London' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 'A 

Walk in London' 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'A Walk in 

London' 

Ocean Meets Sky  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Ocean Meets Sky' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Ocean 

Meets Sky' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Ocean Meets Sky' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Ocean Meets Sky' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 

'Ocean Meets Sky' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Ocean Meets Sky' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Ocean Meets Sky' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Ocean Meets Sky' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Ocean 

Meets Sky' 

Tadpole’s Promise  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 

'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 

'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Tadpole’s Promise' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Tadpole’s Promise' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Tadpole’s 

Promise' 

The Owl and the Pussycat  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The Owl and the 

Pussycat' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

Owl and the Pussycat' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The Owl and the Pussycat' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The Owl and the 

Pussycat' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

Owl and the Pussycat' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The Owl and the Pussycat' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The Owl and the 

Pussycat' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The Owl and the Pussycat' with 

some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The Owl 

and the Pussycat' 

The Dragon Machine  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The Dragon Machine' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

Dragon Machine' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The Dragon Machine' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The Dragon Machine' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

Dragon Machine' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The Dragon Machine' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The Dragon Machine' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The Dragon Machine' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The 

Dragon Machine' 

If All the World Were  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'If All the World 

Were' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'If All 

the World Were' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 'If 

All the World Were' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'If All the World 

Were' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'If All 

the World Were' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 'If 

All the World Were' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'If All the World 

Were' 

EL2: retell parts of 'If All the World Were' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'If All the 

World Were' 

Rosie Revere, Engineer  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Rosie Revere, 

Engineer' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Rosie 

Revere, Engineer' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Rosie Revere, Engineer' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Rosie Revere, 

Engineer' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Rosie 

Revere, Engineer' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Rosie Revere, Engineer' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Rosie Revere, 

Engineer' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Rosie Revere, Engineer' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Rosie 

Revere, Engineer' 

The Great Fire of London 

 (Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The Great Fire of 

London' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

Great Fire of London' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The Great Fire of London' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The Great Fire of 

London' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

Great Fire of London' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The Great Fire of London' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The Great Fire of 

London' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The Great Fire of London' with 

some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The Great 

Fire of London' 

The BFG  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The BFG' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

BFG' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The BFG' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The BFG' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

BFG' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The BFG' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The BFG' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The BFG' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The BFG' 

Leon and the Place Between  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Leon and the Place 

Between' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Leon 

and the Place Between' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Leon and the Place Between' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Leon and the Place 

Between' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Leon 

and the Place Between' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Leon and the Place Between' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Leon and the Place 

Between' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Leon and the Place Between' with 

some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Leon and 

the Place Between' 
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The Lost Spells  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'The Lost Spells' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'The 

Lost Spells' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'The Lost Spells' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'The Lost Spells' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'The 

Lost Spells' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'The Lost Spells' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'The Lost Spells' 

EL2: retell parts of 'The Lost Spells' with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'The Lost 

Spells' 

Earth Shattering Events  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Earth Shattering 

Events' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Earth 

Shattering Events' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Earth Shattering Events' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Earth Shattering 

Events' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Earth 

Shattering Events' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Earth Shattering Events' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Earth Shattering 

Events' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Earth Shattering Events' with 

some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Earth 

Shattering Events' 

Cloud Tea Monkeys  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Cloud Tea Monkeys' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Cloud 

Tea Monkeys' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Cloud Tea Monkeys' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Cloud Tea Monkeys' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Cloud 

Tea Monkeys' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Cloud Tea Monkeys' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Cloud Tea Monkeys' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Cloud Tea Monkeys' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Cloud Tea 

Monkeys' 

Cinderella of the Nile  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 

'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 

'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Cinderella of the Nile' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Cinderella of the Nile' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Cinderella 

of the Nile' 

Africa, Amazing Africa  

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Africa, Amazing 

Africa' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 

'Africa, Amazing Africa' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 

'Africa, Amazing Africa' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Africa, Amazing 

Africa' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 

'Africa, Amazing Africa' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 

'Africa, Amazing Africa' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Africa, Amazing 

Africa' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Africa, Amazing Africa' with some 

detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Africa, 

Amazing Africa' 

Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure 

(Year 3-4) 

EL1: read simple sentences from 'Mr Penguin and the 

Lost Treasure' 

EL2: retrieve information and sequence events in 'Mr 

Penguin and the Lost Treasure' 

EL3: infer character feelings or summarise parts of 'Mr 

Penguin and the Lost Treasure' 

EL1: short labels or captions from 'Mr Penguin and the 

Lost Treasure' 

EL2: simple recounts, letters, or descriptions from 'Mr 

Penguin and the Lost Treasure' 

EL3: structured paragraphs or diary entries linked to 'Mr 

Penguin and the Lost Treasure' 

EL1: respond to questions about 'Mr Penguin and the 

Lost Treasure' 

EL2: retell parts of 'Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure' 

with some detail 

EL3: present ideas or discuss themes from 'Mr Penguin 

and the Lost Treasure' 

The First Drawing  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The First Drawing' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The First Drawing' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The First 

Drawing' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The First Drawing' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

First Drawing' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The First Drawing' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The First Drawing' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

First Drawing' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The First 

Drawing' 

The Tin Forest  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Tin Forest' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Tin Forest' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The Tin 

Forest' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Tin Forest' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Tin Forest' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Tin Forest' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Tin Forest' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Tin Forest' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The Tin 

Forest' 

The Heart and the Bottle 

 (Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Heart and the Bottle' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Heart and the Bottle' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The Heart 

and the Bottle' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Heart and the 

Bottle' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Heart and the Bottle' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Heart and the Bottle' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Heart and the 

Bottle' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Heart and the Bottle' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The Heart 

and the Bottle' 

Jim, A Cautionary Tale  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Jim, A Cautionary Tale' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'Jim, A Cautionary Tale' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Jim, A Cautionary Tale' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'Jim, 

A Cautionary Tale' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Jim, A Cautionary Tale' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'Jim, 

A Cautionary Tale' 
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EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Jim, A 

Cautionary Tale' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Jim, A Cautionary Tale' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Jim, A 

Cautionary Tale' 

How to Live Forever 

 (Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'How to Live Forever' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'How to Live Forever' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'How to Live 

Forever' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'How to Live Forever' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'How 

to Live Forever' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'How to Live Forever' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'How to Live Forever' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'How 

to Live Forever' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'How to 

Live Forever' 

Flotsam  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Flotsam' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'Flotsam' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Flotsam' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Flotsam' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 

'Flotsam' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Flotsam' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Flotsam' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 

'Flotsam' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Flotsam' 

Sparky  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Sparky' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'Sparky' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Sparky' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Sparky' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 

'Sparky' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Sparky' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Sparky' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 

'Sparky' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Sparky' 

I Am the Seed That Grew the 

Tree  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'I Am the Seed That Grew 

the Tree' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'I Am the 

Seed That Grew the Tree' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'I Am the Seed That 

Grew the Tree' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'I Am 

the Seed That Grew the Tree' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'I Am the Seed That 

Grew the Tree' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'I Am 

the Seed That Grew the Tree' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'I Am the 

Seed That Grew the Tree' 

Odd and the Frost Giants  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Odd and the Frost Giants' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'Odd and the Frost Giants' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Odd and the 

Frost Giants' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Odd and the Frost 

Giants' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'Odd 

and the Frost Giants' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Odd and the Frost Giants' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Odd and the Frost 

Giants' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'Odd 

and the Frost Giants' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Odd and 

the Frost Giants' 

The Humans  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Humans' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Humans' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The Humans' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Humans' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Humans' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Humans' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Humans' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Humans' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The 

Humans' 

Until I Met Dudley  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Until I Met Dudley' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'Until I Met Dudley' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Until I Met 

Dudley' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Until I Met Dudley' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'Until 

I Met Dudley' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Until I Met Dudley' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Until I Met Dudley' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'Until 

I Met Dudley' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Until I 

Met Dudley' 

Viking Voyages  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Viking Voyages' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'Viking Voyages' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Viking 

Voyages' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Viking Voyages' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 

'Viking Voyages' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Viking Voyages' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Viking Voyages' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 

'Viking Voyages' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Viking 

Voyages' 

The Selfish Giant  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Selfish Giant' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Selfish Giant' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The Selfish 

Giant' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Selfish Giant' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Selfish Giant' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Selfish Giant' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Selfish Giant' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Selfish Giant' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The 

Selfish Giant' 

Tar Beach  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'Tar Beach' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'Tar Beach' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'Tar 

Beach' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'Tar Beach' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'Tar 

Beach' 
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'Tar Beach' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'Tar Beach' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'Tar Beach' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'Tar 

Beach' 

The Undefeated  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Undefeated' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Undefeated' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The 

Undefeated' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Undefeated' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Undefeated' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Undefeated' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Undefeated' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Undefeated' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The 

Undefeated' 

The Iron Man  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Iron Man' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Iron Man' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The Iron 

Man' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Iron Man' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Iron Man' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Iron Man' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Iron Man' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Iron Man' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The Iron 

Man' 

The Story of Tutankhamun  

(Year 5-6) 

EL1: follow short passages in 'The Story of 

Tutankhamun' 

EL2: retrieve details from descriptive or factual text in 

'The Story of Tutankhamun' 

EL3: summarise or discuss main themes in 'The Story of 

Tutankhamun' 

EL1: simple notes or labels from 'The Story of 

Tutankhamun' 

EL2: short descriptive or explanatory writing from 'The 

Story of Tutankhamun' 

EL3: extended writing – reports, narratives, persuasive 

texts from 'The Story of Tutankhamun' 

EL1: share simple responses to 'The Story of 

Tutankhamun' 

EL2: explain story events or factual details from 'The 

Story of Tutankhamun' 

EL3: debate, present, or justify ideas from 'The Story 

of Tutankhamun' 

 


