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Intent

Our RE lessons are intended to offer an ambitious, broad and rich curriculum that allows coverage of all key areas, while remaining accessible for children with autism
and other special educational needs. Lessons provide a variety of ways to explore religions, the wider community, and personal development and wellbeing.

We use Twinkl’s Religious Education curriculum and resources as a framework to ensure our teaching is coherently planned and sequenced. These resources provide
clear progression across year groups and are carefully designed to be inclusive, visually supportive, and accessible. Twinkl schemes enable pupils to build their
knowledge of religions and worldviews in small steps, with engaging activities that can be adapted for learners with autism.

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils will have encountered the significant components of world religions, starting with an overview and building towards more in-depth
study. This progression ensures that knowledge is revisited and reinforced through structured lessons and varied approaches, including sensory, visual and
experiential learning. At KS3, pupils continue to explore how faith fits into everyday life within a multicultural society, examining faith in action and exploring moral
perspectives.

Through each unit, children will know about and understand a range of religions and world views. Twinkl’s enquiry-based approach encourages pupils to identify,
investigate and respond to questions in ways that are appropriate to their developmental stage.

SMSC, personal growth, and community cohesion are embedded throughout each strand. Pupils are encouraged to develop positive attitudes and values, reflecting
on and relating their RE learning to their own experiences. This includes opportunities to practise communication, social interaction, and emotional understanding,
which are central to the development of autistic learners.

The intent is to ensure that children understand the relevance of RE in today’s modern world and how it affects our lives. If parents hold a particular religious view,
they are encouraged to allow their child to explore a variety of faiths. This promotes acceptance and tolerance of all beliefs within contemporary British society.
Parents are fully informed about visits to places of worship, with reassurance that their own beliefs will not be compromised.

The Board of Trustees, which includes experts in SEN and particularly autism, has been actively involved in curriculum design. This ensures the curriculum is fit for
purpose and tailored to the needs of autistic learners. A large part of the curriculum is experiential, recognising that autistic children often need immersive, concrete
experiences rather than abstract concepts. Examples include visits to places of worship, sensory exploration of artefacts, and opportunities to participate directly in
faith-related practices, helping pupils form meaningful and cohesive links in their learning.
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Implementation

Our RE curriculum is linked to the National Curriculum. To ensure high-quality progression, we make use of Twinkl’s carefully sequenced units and enquiry-based lessons,
which support both breadth and depth of study. The curriculum is further enriched by linking learning to the school’s Equality and Diversity Calendar, which draws on
international dates and key events such as Easter, Ramadan, and the World Day for Cultural Diversity.

In KS1, pupils begin by exploring celebrations, festivals, and rituals from a variety of faiths, using visual, sensory and story-based approaches. In KS2, pupils deepen their
understanding of world religions by exploring origins, key teachings, sacred texts, and stories. They also examine how faith is expressed through art, music, architecture,
and everyday life, linking directly to British Values of respect and tolerance for those with different or no faith. Twinkl’s progression maps and differentiated resources
provide a scaffolded approach, ensuring accessibility for autistic learners while maintaining ambition.

RE lessons are delivered using structured, predictable routines with strong visual supports, artefacts, and multi-sensory activities. Teachers use Twinkl’s visual resources
and differentiated worksheets alongside personalised supports such as now/next boards, social stories, and small steps learning. This enables autistic pupils to engage
meaningfully with concepts that might otherwise be too abstract.

Opportunities for personal reflection, communication, and social interaction are embedded into lessons at every stage. Pupils are encouraged to link RE learning to their
own lives and experiences, supporting their personal development and sense of identity. Experiential learning, such as visits to places of worship and handling artefacts,
allows pupils to immerse themselves fully and form real-world connections.

End-of-unit assessments, supported by Twinkl’s tracking and teacher assessment materials, are used to check understanding and ensure pupils are achieving intended
outcomes. Assessment is adapted for individual needs, with flexibility in how pupils demonstrate their learning (oral, visual, written, or symbolic) and is recorded onto our
bespoke assessment tracker SOLAR.

The RE curriculum is enriched through visits to places of worship, opportunities to meet faith representatives, and immersive experiences in school. These provide concrete
learning opportunities, vital for autistic learners, and ensure pupils understand how faith is lived in practice.

Staff access a bespoke training programme covering both autism-specialist strategies and subject-specific development. This includes Understanding Autism, the
developing brain, observing best practice in other schools, subject specific RE training, and access to professional resources such as Optimus Education and subject
associations. Twinkl’s professional development resources also support teachers in planning and delivering accessible, high-quality RE lessons.

A rigorous quality assurance cycle ensures high standards. This includes half-termly book monitoring, learning walks, formal and informal lesson observations, peer-to-peer
observations, pupil voice surveys, and curriculum team meetings. Feedback is used to continuously refine the curriculum, resources, and teaching approaches.
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Impact

Pupils develop a secure understanding of the religions and worldviews that make up the UK and global landscape. They learn how people of different
faiths can live and work together, contributing to community cohesion. Twinkl’s progression materials, enquiry-based activities, and differentiated
outcomes ensure that all children — including those with autism and other SEN — can access and demonstrate this knowledge.

Children become more informed about their position in the world, developing the confidence to make decisions that will shape their future. This links
directly to the “Learning Means the World” curriculum, where RE supports global learning, ethical awareness, and social responsibility.

Pupils can talk confidently about their wellbeing, values, and cultural development in the context of modern society. Lessons nurture inquisitive minds
while promoting respect, tolerance and understanding of others, as well as self-awareness and empathy — core outcomes for autistic learners.

RE lessons enable the production of high-quality work that showcases deep understanding of world religions, identity, and community. This evidence is
visible in written work, verbal contributions, and cross-curricular outcomes such as art, drama, craft, and presentations. Impact is also seen in the
enjoyment of both staff and pupils, who value RE as a subject that connects meaningfully to life experiences and the future.

Pupils evidence progresses through the correct use of subject-specific vocabulary, clear explanations, and respectful opinions. For our ASD pupils, this
may also be shown through visual communication, symbolic language, or alternative means of expression, supported by Twinkl’s structured resources.
Regular feedback from School Council (half-termly), pupil surveys, parent surveys, and staff surveys informs evaluation and improvement of the
curriculum. Pupil voice is central, ensuring RE remains relevant, engaging, and meaningful.

At City of Rochester School, Confidence, Resilience, and Success are at the heart of our approach. RE contributes directly to these values by fostering
communication, social interaction, and emotional regulation. Impact is demonstrated not only through academic outcomes but also through social and
linguistic development, evidenced in case studies of pupils overcoming barriers to learning.

Progress in RE is monitored through end-of-unit assessments, pupil voice, class discussions, and cross-curricular evidence (art, writing, drama). Teachers
adapt assessments for pupils, allowing knowledge to be demonstrated in a variety of ways. Senior leaders monitor impact through book looks, learning
walks, and pupil/parent feedback.

Recognising the significant barriers many pupils face, the school works closely with a wide range of partners —parents/carers, curriculum partners,
education specialists, and the wider community. This joined-up approach ensures that every child is supported to engage with learning, develop
holistically, and prepare for life beyond school.
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Non-Statutory Guidance — RE

At City of Rochester School, pupils study RE in Key Stages 1-3 through a curriculum designed to be accessible and meaningful for our learners.

Although Religious Education is not part of the National Curriculum, it is a statutory subject, and at City of Rochester School it is taught in line with the Medway agreed syllabus. We use the
Twinkl RE curriculum to support planning and progression, ensuring lessons are coherently sequenced and accessible for all pupils, including those with autism and other SEN. The curriculum
links closely to the wider aims of the National Curriculum by promoting spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development, embedding British Values, and providing strong cross-curricular
links with subjects such as literacy, history, art, and PSHE. Breadth is achieved through coverage of major world religions and non-religious worldviews, as well as festivals, rituals and global
events highlighted in our Equality and Diversity Calendar. Depth is ensured through a clear progression from concrete experiences in Key Stage 1 to more complex enquiry, analysis and
reflection in Key Stages 2 and 3. Twinkl’s enquiry-based approach, alongside differentiated resources and experiential opportunities, allows pupils to engage meaningfully, develop critical
thinking skills, and make personal connections between RE learning and their own lives.

Key Stage Medway Agreed Syllabus Requirement Twinkl RE Curriculum Coverage Breadth & Depth Ensured Through...

KS1 Explore Christianity and at least one other | Christianity units: Christmas, Easter, Jesus’ teachings; Judaism | Use of stories, artefacts, sensory activities, and enquiry-
religion (festivals, celebrations, places of units: Hanukkah, Shabbat; Islam units: Ramadan, Eid. based questions (e.g., “Why do people celebrate special
worship, simple practices). times?”).

KS2 Study Christianity and 2—3 other religions, | Christianity (Parables, the Bible, churches), Hinduism (Diwali, | Sequenced learning with cross-curricular links (history,

(Lower) focusing on beliefs, practices, sacred Holi, Hindu deities), Islam (The Five Pillars, the Qur’an, literacy, art); use of Twinkl enquiry units to deepen
texts, and symbols. mosques), Judaism (Torah, Passover, synagogue). understanding.

KS2 Ensure all six principal religions are Buddhism (Buddha’s life, meditation, Buddhist festivals), More analytical questions (e.g., “How do different religions

(Upper) introduced, with comparisons of beliefs, Sikhism (The Guru Granth Sahib, Sikh practices, Vaisakhi), teach us to live a good life?”); emphasis on values and
values, and impact on life. alongside Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism. moral perspectives.

KS3 Deepen understanding of religions in Christianity in society, Islam in practice, Faith in action, Critical thinking tasks, debates, case studies, ethical
practice, interfaith dialogue, and Religion and morality, Humanism and secular worldviews. dilemmas; links to SMSC, British Values, and Equality &
responses to ethical/moral issues. Include Diversity Calendar.
non-religious worldviews.
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Links To Other Subjects

Religious Education at City of Rochester School is not taught in isolation but is closely connected to other areas of the curriculum. It reinforces and extends pupils’ learning in subjects such as
PSHE, history, geography, English, science, and the creative arts, while also complementing whole-school frameworks including Dimensions 3D PSHE, Learning Means the World, Literacy
Leaves, and our bespoke secondary English and Cre8tive curriculums. These links ensure breadth, depth, and relevance, enabling pupils to make meaningful connections across their learning
and to apply their understanding of faith, culture, and values in wider contexts.

PSHE / Personal Development

e In Primary, RE complements the Dimensions 3D PSHE curriculum, with shared themes of diversity, respect, identity, and wellbeing. RE stories and celebrations give real-life contexts
to PSHE topics.

e In Secondary, RE aligns with the Cre8tive curriculum, which promotes enquiry, creativity, and preparation for adulthood. Ethical and moral debates in RE deepen critical thinking
and resilience, supporting the personal development strand of Cre8tive.

e Across all phases, RE reinforces SMSC development and British Values, fostering tolerance, empathy, and social responsibility.
History & Geography
e In Primary, taught through the Learning Means the World curriculum, RE makes strong cross-curricular links through the four C themes:
o Conflict — exploring religious approaches to peace, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
o  Culture —understanding how faith shapes traditions, celebrations, and identity.
o Communication — examining how beliefs are shared through texts, art, and ritual.
o Conservation — learning how religions promote stewardship of the Earth.

e In Secondary, RE links with Entry Level History, for example by examining religion’s role in conflict, reform, and historical change. This enhances chronological understanding and
helps pupils reflect on the interplay of faith and society.
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English / Literacy

e In Primary, RE supports Literacy Leaves, enriching reading and writing through sacred stories, parables, and festival narratives. Pupils also develop oracy skills through discussion,
debate, and storytelling.

e In Secondary, RE complements the school’s bespoke English curriculum, by offering opportunities for extended writing, structured debate, comprehension of complex texts, and the
use of subject-specific vocabulary. This supports communication skills — a key priority for autistic learners.

Art, Music, and Drama

e RE provides creative opportunities through festival art, cultural crafts, sacred music, and dramatic retellings. These practical, sensory experiences deepen understanding and
provide rich evidence of cross-curricular learning.

Science

e Ethical and philosophical links are made between RE and science, such as creation and evolution, environmental stewardship, and medical ethics. This fosters critical enquiry and
multiple-perspective thinking.

Computing

e  Pupils use ICT to research, present, and create digital storytelling linked to RE topics.

e Lessons also explore how modern technology impacts faith communities, such as online worship, apps, and global communication of beliefs.
SEN / Autism-Specific Curriculum Links

e  RE contributes directly to EHCP outcomes, particularly communication, social interaction, and emotional regulation.

e Teaching uses sensory artefacts, immersive visits, visual scaffolds, and role play to ensure accessibility for autistic learners and those with other SEN.
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Links to Employment

Religious Education at City of Rochester School makes a clear contribution to the Gatsby Benchmarks by helping pupils understand the wider world of work and the transferable skills needed
for adulthood. Through enquiry-based learning, reflection, debate and collaboration, RE develops key skills such as critical thinking, empathy, communication, problem-solving, and respect
for diversity. These are directly transferable to the workplace and align with Gatsby Benchmark 4 (linking curriculum learning to careers) and Benchmark 3 (addressing the needs of each pupil),
particularly for autistic learners who benefit from explicit teaching of social understanding.

RE also introduces pupils to potential career pathways where understanding people, beliefs, and cultures is valuable. These include roles in education, social care, community work, law,
healthcare, journalism, politics, intercultural communication, and religious leadership. By exploring ethical dilemmas, cultural traditions and values, pupils gain awareness of how their learning

connects to real-world responsibilities, supporting Gatsby Benchmark 2 (learning from career and labour market information) and Benchmark 5 (encounters with employers and employees).

Ultimately, RE strengthens pupils’ personal development, confidence, and resilience, equipping them with the social and cultural awareness needed to thrive in a modern, diverse workforce.
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Cultural and Diversity Calendar

The City of Rochester Cultural and Diversity Calendar enriches Religious Education by providing meaningful opportunities to connect learning with real-world events and global celebrations.
By recognising festivals such as Easter, Ramadan, Diwali and Hanukkah, as well as wider cultural observances like Black History Month and World Day for Cultural Diversity, pupils develop a
deeper appreciation of different traditions and beliefs. This approach broadens their horizons, strengthens community cohesion, and ensures that RE remains relevant, inclusive and engaging

for all learners.

Term

IAdditional days to be aware of

September/ October
3 Sept to 17t Oct

24t September
Global Harvest Festival- MERCURY
Term 1 Ideas and plans for Global Harvest Festival 24th September 2025.docx

Focus:
"Sustainability."

e Diwali (Hindu, Sikh, Jain)

e  Mabon (Pagan)

e Various regional harvest festivals.

e  Cultural Diversity:

e Food tasting from various cultures.

e Sharing stories and traditions related to harvest.

e Connects to "Learning Means the World" themes of "Interconnectedness" and

e Students explore diverse harvest traditions from around the world, including:

e Learning about the importance of food security in different parts of the world.

October

Black History Month

5th- World Teachers Day

10" World Mental Health Day
20t Diwali

November/ December
4th Nov to 19t Dec

19" November
Building Bridges: Choosing Kindness Over Conflict (World Kindness Day)- EARTH
Term 2 Kindness over conflict 26th November 2025.docx
Objectives:
e To foster a school culture of kindness, empathy, and respect.

impact of bullying and promote antibullying strategies.

"Conflict."
e To equip students with practical skills for resolving conflict peacefully.

IConnection to "Learning Means the World" (Conflict):

e To raise awareness of Antibullying Week (16™ to 20" November) and about the

e To explore diverse cultural perspectives on conflict resolution and kindness.
e To connect the concept of kindness to the "Learning Means the World" theme of

215t November- Children in Need
11" December- Christmas Jumper Day

November

5t Bonfire Night

11" Remembrance Day
30t St Andrews Day
December

14 to 22nd Hanukkah
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e The event directly addresses the theme of "Conflict" by exploring its causes and
consequences, and by promoting peaceful resolutions.

e It encourages students to consider diverse cultural perspectives on conflict and
kindness.

e It emphasises the importance of empathy, understanding, and communication in
preventing and resolving conflicts.

e It highlights the importance of human rights, and the damage that conflict and
bullying causes to them.

e |t demonstrates how kindness can be a powerful tool for building bridges and
creating a more peaceful world.

Uanuary/ February
6" Jan to 13 Feb

21 January

Global STEM Innovators Showcase- APOLLO

Term 3 Global STEM Innovators Showcase 21st January 2026.docx

Focus:
e Celebrating the contributions of diverse cultures to STEM fields.
e Connects to "Learning Means the World" theme of STEM.

Activities:

e Student presentations on STEM pioneers from various cultural backgrounds.

e Hands-on experiments and projects inspired by global STEM innovations.

e Coding and robotics workshops/ displays showcasing diverse technological
applications.

STEM Integration:

e Al STEM Week activities are focused on diverse innovators and global STEM
perspectives.

January
27t Holocaust Memorial Day

February

10" Safer Internet Day

17 Chinese New Year (Horse)
17" Ramadan

March/ April
23" Feb to 2nd Apr

11th March
Global Communication and Media Day- ERIS
Term 4 Global Communication and Media Day 11th March 2026.docx

Focus:

e  Exploring diverse forms of communication, including language, media, and
technology.

e Connects to "Learning Means the World" theme of "Communication."

Activities:

Language exchange sessions.

e  Workshops on digital storytelling and media literacy.

e Exploring the impact of social media on global communication.

March
5th- World Book Day
13- Red Nose Day

March

1t St David’s Day

4th Holi Festival

7th to 16 Science Week
15" Mother's Day

17 Pancake Day

17t St Patricks Day

19t to 21st Eid

April

5t Easter

23" St Georges’ Day
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e Learning about different forms of art as communication.
STEM Integration:
e Analysing data on global communication trends.
e  Exploring the technology behind translation and communication tools.

April/ May
215 Apr to 22" May

6" May
Local Knowledge and Environmental Conservation- JUPITER
Term 5 Local knowledge and environmental conservation 6th May 2026.docx

Focus:
e Learning about local sustainable practices and environmental knowledge.
e Connects to “Learning means the world” theme of “Conservation”.
Activities:
e  Guest speakers from local environmental projects.
e  Workshops on traditional ecological knowledge.
e Projects focusing on local environmental conservation efforts.
STEM Integration:
e Studying the scientific basis of local environmental practices.
e Exploring sustainable technologies inspired by local knowledge.

June/ July
15t June to 16" July

24 June
Global Celebrations and Festivals- SATURN
Term 6 Global Celebrations and Festivals 24th June 2026 .docx

Focus:
e Celebrating the diverse festivals and celebrations of different cultures.
e Connects to “Learning means the world” theme of “Celebration”.
Activities:
e Presentations and performances showcasing various cultural celebrations.
e Food tasting and cultural crafts.
o Refugee week presentation.
e  Global music and dance performances.
STEM Integration:
e  Exploring the science behind fireworks and other celebratory displays.
e Analysing the acoustics of different musical instruments.

June
21 Father’s Day
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KS1 and KS2 Religious Education Overview

Term1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Pre- Understanding self and Exploring religious Learning about Fairness, Belonging and being a good friend. Respect for the world and
Key others through religious stories and helpers in kindness, and special places.
stage stories characters. religious and sharing.
everyday life.
Year 1 Caring for others Gifts and giving Friendship Easter and Religion and rituals Places of worship
surprises

Year 3

Year 4

Hinduism: what do Hindus
believe and how do they
celebrate these beliefs?

What can we learn from
Buddhism?

Exploring the Nativity
Story: are the gospel
writers the same?

Faith today: people
of faith

Islam: what do
Muslims
believe and
how do they
celebrate
these beliefs?
What do
Christians
believe and
why?

Why is Good
Friday called
good?

Food and
fasting

The Sikh Faith: What do Sikhs believe and
how do they celebrate these beliefs?

Why do people go on pilgrimages?

Judaism
What do Jewish people
believe and how do they
celebrate these beliefs?

What is The Bible and what
does it tell us?

What is Worship? The true meaning of Jesus the healer Hurt and Healing
Christmas

T
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Pre Key stage

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Pre key stage

Understanding self and
others through religious
stories.

Exploring religious
stories and characters.

Learning about helpers
in religious and
everyday life.

Fairness, kindness, and
sharing.

Belonging and being a
good friend.

Respect for the world
and special places.

Activities

e Sensory storytelling
of Creation stories

e Recognising ‘special
me’ and ‘special
others’

e Using symbols to
talk about self and
family

e Story of Rama &
Sita at Diwali

e  Christmas Nativity
sensory story

e Role play with
puppets

e Stories of Jesus as a
healer

e Islamic charity
(zakat)

e Recognising ‘people
who help me’

e  Parables about
kindness

e  Easter story focus
on sacrifice

e  Sorting help/not
helping behaviours

e Jewish Shabat as
family/friendship
time

e  Friendship bracelets

e Circle time about
‘being a good
friend’

e  Exploring mosques,
churches, and
temples

e Sensory play with
model
homes/artefacts

e Activities on caring
for the environment
(links to Noah's Ark,
stewardship)

Learning Objectives
Covered (engagement
model)

e Exploration —
handle artefacts
and props

e Realisation —
recognise
self/others in story

e Anticipation —
expect repeated
story parts

e Persistence — stay
with sensory
activity

e Initiation —
choose/point to
symbol for family

e Exploration —
handle puppets and
fabrics

e  Realisation —react
to repeated
sounds/characters

e  Anticipation —show
excitement before
candle is lit

e  Persistence —stay in
role-play activity

e |Initiation — choose
puppet to retell
part of story

e Exploration —
investigate pictures
of helpers

e Realisation —
recognise helping
behaviour

e Anticipation —
expect help at a
certain point

e Persistence -
continue activity
with support

e Initiation —
independently point
to or name a helper

e Exploration —
engage with sorting
activity

e  Realisation —
respond to
fair/unfair actions

e Anticipation —
predict outcome of
story

e  Persistence —
complete sorting
task

e |Initiation —
demonstrate
kindness/helping
independently

e  Exploration —take
part in friendship
craft

e  Realisation —
recognise friendship
in story

e Anticipation —
expect routine in
Shabbat activity

e  Persistence —stay
with circle time task

e |nitiation —
independently
show friendly
behaviour

e Exploration —
handle artefacts
and models

e  Realisation —
recognise special
places/objects

e Anticipation —
expect routine in
eco-activity

e Persistence —
continue with
activity
(cleaning/sorting)

e Initiation —
independently
show care for world
or artefact
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Key Stage 1

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Year 1

Caring for others

Gifts and giving

Friendship

Easter and surprises

Religion and rituals

Places of worship

Learning Objectives
Covered

e Explain how people
can look after each
other.

e Explain what the
festival of Raksha
Bandhan
represents.

e Explain the message
in the story The
Good Samaritan

e Explain what a
langar meal is.

e Explain the message
in the story Be My
Guest.

e Understand
different points of
view

e Explain religious
rituals and
ceremonies and the
meaning of them,
including their own
experiences of
them.

e  Recall and name
different beliefs and
main festivals
associated with
religions.

e Describe the main
beliefs and festivals
of a religion.

e Say who my friends
are and describe
what | do with my
friends.

e Explain howto bea
good friend.

e Explain how a
disagreement can
be resolved.

e Explain which
qualities make a
good friend.

e Describe the
consequences of
different actions.
Explain who Jesus'
disciples were.

e Explain why Palm
Sunday is important
to Christians.

e Explain what
happened on
Maundy Thursday.

e explain why the
cross is an
important symbol
for Christians.

e Explain how the
disciples felt on
Easter Sunday.

e Explain how
Christians celebrate
Easter.

e Explain how
Christians celebrate
Easter.

e Explain what salat is
and why it is
important for
Muslims.

e Explore the ritual of
Puja.

e Explore what
happens during
Holy Communion.

e  Compare rituals
from different
religions.

e Know what a place
of worship is.

e Know key parts of a
Jewish synagogue.

e Know key parts of a
Hindu mandir.

e Know key parts of a
Christian church.

e Know why places of
worship are
important in
religions.
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Year 2 Nature and God Light and Dark Rules and routines Beginnings and endings | ceremonies Places of worship
Learning e Recall the Christian e Explain what e Explain why itis e How and why e Describe what a e Consider what makes
Objectives Covered Creation Story. Advent is. important to have beginnings and ceremony is. a place special to

Explain why the
Creation Story can be
important to some
Christians.

Explain why harvest can
be important to some
Christians.

Explain why Sukkot can
be important to some
Jews.

Explain the message in
the story ‘Prince
Siddhartha and the
Swan’.

Explain the message in
the story ‘The Boy Who
Threw Stones at Trees’

Explain why light
can be important at
Christmas.

Explain why the
story of Rama and
Sita can be
important to
Hindus.

Explain why light
can be important at
Diwali.

Explain why the
story of Hanukkah
can be important
to Jews.

Explain why light
can be important at
Hanukkah

rules.

Order the Ten
Commandments.
Explain why Shabbat
is important to
Jewish people.
Describe the Five
Pillars of Islam.
Explain what the
Five Ks are.

Make decisions
based on humanist
values.

endings can be
marked in different
ways.

Explore how Sikhs
celebrate New
Year.

discuss how names
are used and given
in Sikhism.

Discuss how
Christians mark the
beginning of their
journey of faith.
Explore the links
between new life
and the Christian
story of Easter.

Explore what
happens at an
Agiqah.

Explore what
happens at a Bar
Mitzvah and Bat
Mitzvah ceremony.
Explain what
happens at a Dastar
Bandi.

Explain what
happens at a Dastar
Bandi.

people.

Explore what it is like
to visit a mosque.
Explore what it is like
to visit a gurdwara.
Discuss the shape of
Buddhist temples.
Compare different
places of worship.
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Lower Key Stage 2

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Year 3

Hinduism: what do
Hindus believe and
how do they celebrate
these beliefs?

Exploring the Nativity
Story: are the gospel
writers the same?

Islam: what do Muslims
believe and how do
they celebrate these
beliefs?

Why is Good Friday
called good?

The Sikh Faith: What do
Sikhs believe and how
do they celebrate these
beliefs?

Judaism

What do Jewish people
believe and how do they
celebrate these beliefs?

Learning Objectives
Covered

e Explain who
founded Hinduism
and where.

e Explain the main

beliefs in Hinduism.

e Explain which
places are special
to Hindus.

e Name and describe
some special Hindu
festivals.

e Explain that Hindus
have multiple holy
books.

e Name and explain
the meanings of
Hindu symbols.

e Explain where
Nazareth is and
who Mary and
Joseph were.

e Explain the journey
Mary and Joseph
went on to
Bethlehem.

e  Explain where Jesus
was born and why
he was born there.

e Explain how the
shepherds heard
about Jesus' birth
and the message
they told Mary and
Joseph.

e Retell the story of
the Wise Men.

e  Explain why King
Herod wanted to
find Jesus and how
Jesus managed to
stay safe.

e Explain where Islam
was founded and
who founded the
Muslim faith.

e Explain the key
beliefs held by
Muslims.

e Explain the key
featuresin a
Muslim's place of
worship.

e Name and explain
the key Muslim
festivals.

e Explain what the
Muslim holy book is
and how it is used.

e Recognise the main
symbol associated
with Islam

e Recall the Easter
Story.

e Explain the
importance of
Jesus’ words at The
Last Supper.

e Explain how prayer
is related to Good
Friday.

e Explain the
importance, in
Christianity, of the
link between the
cross and the
resurrection.

e Explain who
founded Sikhism
and where.

e Explain the main
beliefs in Sikhism.

e Explain what makes
the Gurdwara a
special place for
Sikhs.

e Name and describe
special Sikh
festivals.

e Explain what the
Sikh holy book is
and how it is used.

e Name and explain
the meanings of
Sikh symbols.

e Explain who founded
Judaism and where.

e Explain the main
beliefs in Judaism.

e Explain which places
are special to Jewish
people.

e Name and describe
the special Jewish
festivals.

e Explain what the
Jewish holy book is
and how it is used.

e Name and explain the
meanings of Jewish
symbols.
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Year 4 What can we learn Faith today: people of | What do Christians Food and fasting Why do people goon | What is The Bible and
from Buddhism? faith believe and why? pilgrimages? what does it tell us?
Learning Objectives e Explain who e Know what it e Explain who founded e Explore religious e Explaintherole of | e Identify what makes
Covered founded Buddhism means to have Christianity and rules about food pilgrimage in an item sacred.
and where. faith. Compare where it was founded. and know what Buddhism. e |dentify and compare
e Explain the main different beliefs. e Explain the main ‘kosher’ is. e Explain the role of different books of the
beliefs in e Recognise the beliefs of Christianity. | ¢ Explore the pilgrimage in Bible and their
Buddhism. beliefs of e Identify Christian different effects of Christianity. authors.

e Explain which
places are special
for Buddhists.

e Explain what
happens at the
major Buddhist
festival.

e Explain what the
Buddhist holy book
is and what is in it.

e Name and explain
the meanings of
Buddhist symbols.

Humanism and
understand how
they impact on
the way
Humanists live
their lives.
Recognise the
main religious
festivals of
Christianity. Know
why the main
religious festivals
of Christianity
take place. Explain
why religious
festivals are
important to
Christians.

Name some
Islamic artefacts
and say how they
are used. Explain
why Islamic
artefacts are
important to
Muslims.

special places and
explain why they are
special.

e Name and explain the
main Christian
festivals.

e Understand how the
Bible is organised and
can navigate my way
around it.

e Name and explain the
key symbols of
Christianity.

abstaining from
something.

e Explore how and
why religious
believers fast.

e Understand how
food is used for
celebration in
religions.

e Apply what | have
learnt about the
role of food in
religions to plan a
feast event.

e Explain the role of
pilgrimage in
Hinduism.

e Explain the role of
pilgrimage in
Islam.

e Explain the role of
pilgrimage in
Judaism.

e Describe a special
journey I have
undertaken.

e Explore different text
types in the Bible.

e Understand how
stories are used in the
Bible to teach lessons.

e  Explain how Christians
use the Bible and why
it is important to
them.

City of Rochester School 17




Upper Key Stage 2

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Year 5

What is Worship?

The true meaning of
Christmas

Peace

Forgiveness

Jesus the healer

Hurt and Healing

Learning Objectives
Covered

e Examine the link
between worth and
worship.

e Explain similarities
and differences in
how music is used
in worship.

e |dentify how
different religions
use music within
their worship.

e Explain what
praying is and why
people pray.

e Compare prayer as
an act of worship in
different religions.

e Discuss prayers
from different
religions.

e Understand how a
piece of art can be

e Know what ideas
and words
Christians
associate with
Christmas. Explain
why Christians
associate certain
ideas and words
with Christmas.
Describe what the
meaning of
Christmas is to
Christians.

e Know ways
Christians share
their love for each
other and God at
Christmas time.

e Explain the
meaning of
‘incarnation.’
Describe the
importance of the

e Explain the meaning of
the word ‘peace’.

e Explain how different
religion’s view peace.

e Explain how some
religions use inner
peace to find peace
and can reflect on this
technique.

e Explain how religions
focus on community
cohesion to bring
about peace.

e Recognise key peace
symbols

e Explore the concept
of forgiveness.

e Explore and discuss
what Jews believe
about forgiveness.

e Explore the
significance of Yom
Kippur for Jews.

e Explore what
Buddhists believe
about forgiveness.

e Compare
forgiveness in
Buddhism and
Judaism.

e Create and explain
a symbol for
forgiveness.

e Explain what a
miracle is. Know
examples of
miracles from the
Bible. Explain why
the miracles of
Jesus are
important for
Christians.

e Retell the Miracle
of the Paralysed
Man. Explain the
importance of
friendship in the
context of the
miracle taking
place.

e Retell the miracle
of The Centurion’s
Servant. Reflect
on the meaning
behind the miracle
and share my

e Know words that are
associated with being
hurt. Explain different
kinds of hurt.
Empathise with the
feelings of others.

e Retell the main points
of the story of Job.
Explain the themes of
the story

e ofJob. Know how
people relate the story
of Job to their
everyday lives.

e Retell the story of
Adam and Eve. Explain
the themes of the
story of Adam and
Eve. Explain how
Christians learn about
sin and suffering from
the story of Adam and
Eve.
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an expression of
worship.
Explain what a

religious artefact is.

Compare how
artefacts are used
within different
religions.

Explain what
religious freedom
is.

Explain how it
might feel to have

freedom restricted.

Understand how
freedom can be
encouraged.
Share ideas about
diversity and
respect.

incarnation story
for Christians.
Relate the story of
incarnation to
Christmas.
Compare secular
and Christian
Christmas
artefacts.

ideas with others.
Explore the
different emotions
of those present at
the miracle.

Retell the miracle
of the Raising of
Lazarus.

Explore the
significance of
Jesus raising
somebody from
the dead for
Christians.

Explain who Jesus
the Healer is to
Christians.

Name the Four Noble
Truths. Explain what
the Four Noble Truths
are. Explain how the
Four Noble Truths
explain suffering.
Explain how
Humanists make sense
of suffering. Compare
Humanist views of
suffering to the views
of some faiths.
Identify views from
different religions and
non-religious
worldviews and
compare these.
Explain my own views
about suffering.
explain what Sikh
people believe about
suffering.

Understand the
concept of free will.
Compare Sikh teaching
on suffering to those
of other faiths and
non-religious
worldviews.
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Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Humanism is
humanism a religion?

Creation Stories

What matters most in
each major religion

Justice and Freedom

Free will and
determinism

Eternity

Year 6

e Learning
Objectives
Covered

Explore what a
worldview is.

Identify the key
ideas of influential
humanist thinkers.

Explore humanist
ideas and beliefs.
Explain  humanist

beliefs to others.
Consider scenarios
and decide how
humanists  might
respond

Know the Judeo-
Christian story of
creation.
Compare the
creation stories of
the Abrahamic
religions.

Know the Hindu
creation story.
Explain Sikh
beliefs about
creation.

Classify creation
stories.

Compare creation
stories.

Express their own
values while
respecting the values
of others by exploring
what matters most to
themselves.

To understand the
importance of making
good choices by
exploring the concept
of Karma in the Hindu
faith.

To understand what is
important to a
Humanist's way of life
by looking at the
Golden Rule and the
beliefs of Humanists.
To understand how
belief in the teachings
of Jesus shapes a
Christian’s life and
role in society by
exploring Christian
values and what they
might look like in
action.

To compare the
different ways of
worship within the
Jewish faith by
looking at some of the

Examine the
concept of
freedom.
Examine the
concept of justice.
Describe the
influence of
religious and non-
religious world
views on the
human rights
movement.
Describe the
influence of
religious views on
non-violent protest
movements.
Examine the
concepts of
freedom and
justice and how
they might conflict.

Know key events
in Holy Week and
begin to question
them.
Understand the
terms 'free will'
and 'determinism’
and can relate
these terms to the
crucifixion.
Question if Jesus'
life was part of a
plan and | can
relate these
thoughts to my
own life.

Analyse events in
Holy Week to
justify a line of
argument.
Understand the
term 'atonement’
and relate it to
commitments in
my life.

relate the
experience of
Jesus and the idea
of a life plan to my
own life and
choices | make.

Consider definitions
of eternity.
Investigate popular
concepts of
immortality.
Examine religious
ideas about Heaven.
Understand the
concepts of
reincarnation and
emancipation from
life.

Explore humanist
ideas of eternity.

Compare and contrast

ideas about eternity.
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traditions in Orthodox
and Reform Judaism.
To know that people
from different faiths
and worldviews have
the same and
different values by
exploring the choices
that people might
make in situations and
comparing that to
their own.

To understand why
the First of the Five
Pillars of Islam is
especially important
to Muslims by
exploring the Five
Pillars of Islam and
the importance of the
First Pillar, Shahada
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Key Stage 3 - AQA

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Year A Unit 19 Unit 16 Unit 6 Unit 69 Unit 49 Unit 51
St Mark’s Gospel: Jesus’s Religion and Citizenship: Christianity: Conflict Religious Philosophy: Hinduism: Beliefs and Hinduism: Worship
AQA Unit Award relationship with others Human Rights The problem 9f evil and Sources of Authority
suffering
Scheme

Pupils must show knowledge
of:

the significance for Christians of
Jesus' dealings with outcasts
and the sick

the story of the man with
leprosy as told in Mark 1: 40-44

the story of Jairus' daughter and
the woman with a haemorrhage
as told in Mark 5: 21-43

Pupils must demonstrate the
ability:
take part in a brief study of
modern debate about miracles
and science

offer and support an opinion on
Jesus' relationship with others.

Pupils must show
knowledge of:

Roman Catholic attitudes
to war and peace
at least three causes of
war
at least two reasons why
some Roman Catholics
are pacifists

Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:
take part in a brief study
of the Just War theory
offer and support an
opinion on Christian
responses to global
issues.

Pupils must show
knowledge of:
Christian beliefs about
justice and forgiveness in
relation to crime and
punishment
the meaning of the term’s
'deterrence’, 'protection’
and 'reformation’
two reasons why
imprisonment might be a
fair punishment for some
offenders

Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on conflict, e.g.
capital punishment.

Pupils must show
knowledge of:
what is meant by natural
evil
why moral evil is a
problem for religious
believers
three ideas of the origins
of evil as given in
Genesis 3:1-24
how a believer might
respond in the face of
evil

Pupils must
demonstrate the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on religious
attitudes to evil and
suffering

Pupils must show
knowledge of:
three reasons why the
gods Brahma, Vishnu and
Shiva are important to
Hindus
the name of the god often
shown as a monkey
how monkeys were
involved in the story of
Rama and Sita
why Rig Veda, the holy
scriptures, is important to
Hindus

Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on Hindu beliefs
and sources of authority

Pupils must show
knowledge of:

Hindu beliefs about the
design of mandirs

the meaning and use of at

least two objects in a Hindu
shrine
the use of two symbols in
the shrine and their
meaning, e.g. Om, murti

Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:

take part in a brief study of
puja in the home
offer and support an
opinion on Hindu attitudes
to worship.
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Year B Unit 29 Unit 34 Unit 45 Unit 46 Unit 75 Unit 76:
AQA Unit Award Buddhism: Religious Expressions in | Religious Expressions in
Scheme Islam: Beliefs and Sources of Islam: Wealth and Buddhism: The Life of the | Worship and Festivals Society: Religious Art Society: Religious music
Authority Poverty Buddha
Pupils must show knowledge Pupils must show Pupils must show Pupils must show Pupils must show Pupils must show
of: knowledge of: knowledge of: knowledge of: knowledge of: knowledge of:

three ways in which Muslims
show respect for the Qur'an

at least two reasons why
Muhammad is important to
Muslims

the life of Muhammad,
including his call to be a
prophet and his work in Makkah
Pupils must demonstrate the
ability:

offer and support an opinion on
Muslim attitudes to beliefs and
sources of authority.

two reasons why there is
poverty

Muslim views on the duty

to care for the poor

the difference between

emergency aid and long-
term aid

two aspects of the work

of Muslim Aid
Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:

offer and support an
opinion on Muslim
attitudes to wealth and
poverty

Buddhist beliefs about the
birth of the Buddha and its
importance to them
three of the four signs
which the Buddha saw and
their meaning
the story of the Buddha's
enlightenment
the importance of this for
Buddhists
Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on the life of the
Buddha.

Buddhist beliefs about
the use and importance
of temples and the
shrine
what is represented by
the following symbols
Bodh Gaya and why it is
important to Buddhists:
flowers, incense sticks
and lights
two ways in which
Buddhists celebrate the
festival of Wesak
Pupils must
demonstrate the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on Buddhist
attitudes to worship and
festivals.

three reasons why
religions use art
two different types and
two examples of religious
art
two ways in which
religious art is used in
worship
take part in a brief study
of at least one piece of
religious art
Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on religious
attitudes to art.

three reasons why religions
use music
. two different types and
two examples of religious
music
two ways in which religious
music is used in worship
take part in a brief study of
at least one piece of
religious music
Pupils must demonstrate
the ability:
offer and support an
opinion on religious
attitudes to music.
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